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FARC General Meetings  

Are held the 2nd Friday of 

each month, 7 p.m. at Cedar 

Lanes  unless otherwise 

noted.  

__________________  

2009 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  

1st Tuesday of each month  

Woodward Park Library at  

Champlain and Perrin.  

__________________  

 
FARC Nets  

Morning Drive Time Net:  

Weekday mornings -7:30 ð

8:00 a.m.  

W6TO/R 146.940   

Tech Net:  

Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm  

W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net:  
Sundays @ 7:00 pm  

W6TO/R 146.940   

 

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc.                                     P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, Ca. 93755 - 5912  

The Prez Sez  
CQ CQ 

 

Our big event for 2009 is just around the 

corner, Field Day, June 27 th and 28 th . Our co -

chairs for this event are Ken, WA6OIB and 

Pat, W6YEP. I want to apologize to Pat for 

leaving him out last month; he has been 

working with Ken on this event all along. 

Field Day gives us a chance to set up our 

equipment in a remote location and show 

that we can communicate in an emergency.  

We will need a lot of help setting up the 

equipment and taking it down.  If you do not operate on Field Day you 

can still help out in the set up or tear down.  I know you will enjoy 

watching how all this comes together. The events run from noon on Sat-

urday until noon on Sunday.  There is still plenty of time to sign up to 

operate the station.  As most of you know I`m a member of Office of 

Emergency Services, State of California. We do Field Day as practice 4 

times a year.  I still find it amazing how we can get our equipment, go to 

a location and be on the air in a short period of time. The FARC has some 

amazing equipment. Some of it is club owned and some member owned.  

We have available a tower trailer, generator trailer and other items. Just 

watching these things being put to use is well worth your time on Friday 

night and Saturday morning. Please take some time this year to attend 

Field Day, operate the station, or just be amazed at how it`s all done.  

(continued on page 4)  

Our next meeting will be June 12. At 7:00 PM  

Meeting place: Cedar Lanes Bowl ðCedar & Shields Aves.  

Be sure to come and enjoy the camaraderie with your fellow hams..  

SKIPSKIP   
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2008 FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

FARC Officers:  

Tom Jarvis, Pres. -  KG6KYU  kg6kyu@w6to.com   (559) 916 -2445  12/2009  

Ken Holden, V.P. -  WA6OIB   wa6oib@w6to.com   (559) 323 -6753  12/2010  

Jim Erbe, Sectry -  WA6NIF   wa6nif@w6to.com   (559) 222 -7524  12/2009  

Ron Hunt, Treas -  N6MTS   n6mts@w6to.com  (559) 289 -8514  12/2010  

 

Board Members:  

Aaron Lusk:  K6USY     k6usy@w6to.com   (559) 301 -1022   12/2010  

John McGraw:   AE6QR  No E-Mail   (559) 255 -2349  12/2010  

Steve Brunt:  K6AAB    k6aab@w6to.com   (559) 696 -4319  12/2009  

Chuck McConnell: W6DPD   w6dpd@w6to.com   (559) 431 -2038  12/2010  

Jack Baker: AC6LT    ac6lt@cvip.net   (559) 297 -4311  12/2010  

Joseph Capell: W0PJD   jtcapell@me.com   (559) 225 -3582  12/2009  

Dan Pruitt: AE6SX     ae6sx@arrl.net  (559) 779 -2974  12/2009  

 

Mark you calendars for every Thursday, for 
the lunch gathering at the Silver Dollar Hof-
brau  at the corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw. It 

starts at 12 noon and there is a table reserved 
in the back room.  

 
Also every Monday and Saturday at the Coun-

try Waffles at Blackstone and Dakota starting 
at 7am.  
 

Lastly, Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite 
Falls Cafe  at Blackstone  and Shaw starting at 

8am.  

 

Amateur Radio Event Calendar  
 

 Date       Event  

 June 2   FARC BOD Meeting  

 June 5   CARP Meeting (Clovis Senior Center)  

 June 6   CARP Transmitter Hunt (Senior Bldg)  

 June 12  FARC Club Meeting  

 June 12 -13  ARRL VHF QSO Party  

 June 19  SJVARS Club Meeting  

 June 20  Santa Maria Swapfest  

 June 26 -28  Echoes of Apollo ðWorld EME Day   

 June 27 -28  ARRL Field Day  

 July 3   CARP Meeting (Senior Bldg)  

 July 4th  MI QRP July 4th CW Sprint  

 July 7   FARC BOD Meeting  

 July 10   FARC  Club Meeting  

 July 11 -12  IARU HF World Championship  

 July 17   SJVARS Club Meeting  

 July 18 -19  CQ WW VHF  Contest  

 July 18   NA QSO Party, RTTY  

Thanks to Richard Pack, 

KE6SHL, for providing many of 
the photographs included in 

SKIP.  

mailto:kg6kyu@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:wa6nif@w6to.com
mailto:n6mts@w6to.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:k6aab@w6to.com
mailto:w6dpd@w6to.com
mailto:ac6lt@cvip.net
mailto:jtcapell@me.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
http://www.k6arp.org/
http://w6to.com/
http://www.sjvars.com/
http://www.satellitearc.com/
http://echoesofapollo.com/
http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/
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Membership Attendance for May ðNo Winner  

Dear FARC Friends,  

 
The FARC Technician Class that was held at Peoples 

Church last month produced 12 new Technician class 

Ham Radio operators and new club members. Congratu-

lations to all the new hams as well as to the instructors: 

Ken Holden, WA6OIB, Joe Capell, W0PJD, and Dan 

Pruitt, AE6SX. 

 

At the May FARC meeting Charles McConnell gave a 

great presentation on the ins and outs of Log Book of the 

World (LoTW).  

Although LoTW meets a need, hereôs a different per-

spective: 

 

I certainly enjoyed the clubõs presentation on Log Of 
The World at the last Club meeting.   That was a very 
good presentation.  

  
But something kept nagging me about that pro-
gram.  Yeah, the program  does save a lot of postage, 
and the automated cross -checking to make sure of 
contacts [and I guess duplicates] and from that 
standpoint it is good.  

  
But then today I received a QSL card from a chap in 
Boise Idaho.   He said I was his 5th contact, and 
hoped we could ragchew again sometime soon. 
  
Then it dawned on me.   Remember when it was the 
saying òthe QSL card is the ultimate courtesy.ó  
  
Yes, LOTW is a good thing for contesters, DxCCers, 
and those who seek awards.   But while that might be 
a useful tool, it does lack that final courtesy -that 
final touch -that someone acknowledges your ragchew, 
your contact.   Yeah, I am aware that it costs a lot to 
send a card from overseas -they are tied into the 
Euro, and that makes the  dollar a bit ore expensive, 
but for the non -awards seeker, there is still nothing 
nicer, in my book, than getting that QSL card to  
(continued on page 4)  

 EDITORôS COMMENTS by Dave Smith W6TE 

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They 

support us not only in revenue for the 
club but they also allow us space on the 

counters and shelves for copies of SKIP 
and other club announcements.  
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Stuart & Phyllis Holm Anniversary   6/1  

Terry Horak, KF6LXB     6/18  

Joe Cardoza ñLittle Joeò, WA6FFJ  6/23  

Jack Prince, WY6B     6/11  

Joe Capell, W0PJD     6/23  

Rieber Hodve, KG6YTB    6/18  

Eric & Barbara Lauer, K6PAU Anniv.  6/28  

 

Local Amateur Radio Repeaters  
 Organization   Call Sign    Frequency   Offset   PL 

 AARC   WB6QDN    146.610     -   NONE 

 CARP   K6ARP    147.675     -   141.3  

 CARP   N6JXL    224.380     -   141.3  

 CARP   K6ARP    444.725     -   141.3  

 CONDOR  WB6BRU    224.900     -   156.7  

 FARC   W6TO     146.940     -   NONE 

 FARC   W6TO     223.940     -   NONE 

 FARC   W6TO     444.200     -   NONE 

 FRESNO  N6MTS     145.230     -   141.3  

 KINGS ARC   KA6Q    145.110     -   100.0  

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ    147.180     +   NONE 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ    441.175     -   146.2  

 QCWA   WQ6CWA    146.850     -   141.3  

 RACES   N6HEW    147.150     +   141.3  

 SJVARS  WA6SJV    146.820     -   141.3  

 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN    147.030     +   100.0  

 WA6NIF   WA6NIF    444.100     +   100.0  

 WIN/SYSTEM   K6JSI     147.790     -   141.3  

 WIN/SYSTEM   K6JSI     223.780     -   141.3  

 KJ6KO   KJ6KO    927.6625/902.0125    -   146.2  

 

Birthdays, Anniversaryôs and Announcements 

The Prez Sez (Continued from page 1)  

I have never operated at Field Day but I have al-

ways been there for the set up, etc. I try to make 

three different Field Day sights each year.  Marci 

and I enjoy seeing how each club operates and 

from what location. This is one time where you see 

a group of Hams doing what they enjoy. We also 

hope to show our friends and neighbors what Ama-

teur Radio is all about.   73, Tom  

 

EDITORS COMMENTS (Continued from page 3)

confirm that contact.   so you might say that the QSL 

card is my award, and my reward.   

Lemme ask it this way -how many of youse hams donõt 

get a thrill out of getting a QSL card?   

So while LOTW is useful for some, it is not for all.   
Stuart   WB6VRJ  [Wilson Island]  

Ever hear of the òFresno Ham Radio Flyersó (FHRF). 

Jim Nelson, W6ALE, tells us about some daring soles 

who frequently meet to defy gravity, and live to tell 

about it.  

Jim Clymer, WS6X, has contributed a great article this 

month. Jim depicts a 12 volt Emergency Power Supply 

with a 45 watt photovoltaic solar charging system. We 

should all consider having one of these nifty emergency 

supplies in our ham shack. Also be sure to check out 

Jimõs yummy Field Day recipe. 

The ARRL VHF QSO Party is the second weekend in 

June (12th -13th). It starts at 11 AM on Saturday and 

ends at 8 PM on Sunday. Come on out and have some fun 

on any band 50 MHz and up. 73, Dave W6TE 

(w6te@msn.com) 
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As many of you know the club 

has a few pilots among us, 

W6TE Dave, W6YEP Pat, and 

WA6OIB Ken. They take to the 

skies in and out of Chandler 

Field and Fresno Yosemite 

whenever they can.  But, I just 

found another group of pilots 

flying out of the field near the 

Santa Maria building in north Fresno.  WHERE you 

might ask?!  But these are no ordinary pilots ... 

they ñflyò planes of a different type.  They are ra-

dio controlled airplane pilots.  I use the term ñflyò 

loosely, because flying is the hope that they have 

when they start up their engines.  

 

This group of fearless flyers started with W6JUG 

Everett, a couple of years ago.  Everett owns a 

large collection of vintage RC airplanes ï and if 

youôve ever had a chance to see them, theyôre 

very impressive.  One day in conversation W6KEG 

Jerry, and KG6JFC Jim, were talking with Everett 

about his RC airplanes and mentioned theyôd like 

to try their hand at piloting.  Subsequently, Jim 

found himself at 

Harbor Freight 

one day for sup-

plies, and came 

across the Yellow 

Bee  line of re-

mote controlled 

airplane.  He 

bought three, 

and the group 

set out to go fly-

ing.  Everett, 

having some skill 

at RC piloting, 

landed his.  Jerry 

crashed his, and 

as for Jimôs 

plane, well, we 

assume itôs still 

in the air, flying 

into the wild blue yonder.  

 

Not long after their first outing Jerry overheard 

KI6QEL Duane, talking on the radio about Yellow 

Bees.  The two compared notes, and the rest you 

could say, is history. Through many now - famous 

flights and crashes, the Radio Flyers formed.  The 

flights and the list of hams began to grow.  What 

started out as an informal fun outing, has turned 

into the Fresno Air Force, as I like to call them.  

 

After logging so much time in the air -  as well as 

on the ground ï the air force has gathered their 

share of ñthere I wasò stories.  One in particular 

comes to mind ... A few weekends ago, W6KEG 

Jerry was flying his new super cub.  He was in 

flight for quite a long while when he tried to turn 

back.  The Cub ended up crashing on the roof of a 

rather large office building way out to the north.  

We lost sight of it, but had a general idea of where 

it went down.  Fortunately, thanks to a crew of 

tree trimmers, the pilots were able to borrow a 

large ladder.  KG6JFC Jim clambered up onto the 

roof and found Jerryôs plane.  The people in the 

building had no idea what was going on, and soon 

enough, a crowd gathered.  But, the plane made it 

back safely into Jerryôs hands, relatively un-

scathed.  

 

With the pilots growing ability, the fleet has now 

grown from the modest Yellow Bees to some of the 

most sophisticated planes -  everything from AT -46 

trainers to Super 

Cubs, and now 

K6OSX Dar i n 

even has a WWII 

Corsair.   

 

Some of the fa-

miliar ham/radio 

flyers that you 

might recognize 

are:  AE6GE Rob, 

W 6 A L E  J i m , 

K G 6 J F C  J i m , 

N6MQG Tom, 

N 6 M T S  R o n , 

KI6QOH Patrick, 

KI6QEL Duane, 

W6KEG Jerry, 

K6OSX Darin, 

KW6N Benny, 

WB6VRJ Stu, W6PUB Ed and his son Casey.  If 

youôd like venture out and jump into the fray, just 

get any of these guys on the radio where they can 

be found on 145.700.  Iôm sure they wouldnôt mind 

adding to their group of Radio Flyers!  

 

Iôm including some links for you to see videos of all 

the action: Video 1 , video 2 , video 3 , 73, W6ALE  

ñRADIO FLYERSò by Jim Nelson W6ALE 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNKmRWDJ8rI&feature=channel_page
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vx3fvBkXYHo&feature=channel_page
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FyzWvCKV4Y&feature=channel_page

