P ey
éé-zcamam. < :

SKIP

FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

Fresno Amateur Radio Club Newsletter DEC 2009 Volume 70, Issue 12

Our next meeting will be the Annual Christmas Dinner on Dec.
11th at 6:30 PM. The dinner will be at the Yosemite Hills Café on

The Prez Sez

CQ, CQ,
FARC General Meetings w5
Are held the 2nd Friday of The November Swap meet was a suc-f
each month, 7 p.m. at Cedar cessful event this year. It was good to.._
Lanes unless otherwise see of our equment finding new shacks |

noted.

2009 FARC BOARD

MEETING DATES past up to the present. But the best part j,.‘
1st Tuesday of each month was how many Hams came out for the | S5 g=

Champlain and Perrin. one. Many nice comments were heard
including anticipating next year's swap meet. Just say SWAP MEET
and the hams come a running.

FARC Nets
Morning Drive Time Ne_t Our Christmas Party is Dec 11th at Yosemite Falls Cafe on Black-
Weekday momings  -7:30 8 gtone north of Shaw. Cost is $15.00 per person, arriving at 6:30 to

W6T8(:)?g i'ATs-.940 the music of John & Jerry with dinner being served at 7:00. We will

Tech Net: have a short awards ceremony after dinner . Please confirm with
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm Tom or Ron our contact information is in Skip.
W6TO/R 146.940
FARC Net: Marci and | wish everyone a wonderful Holiday Season and a Happy
Sundays @ 7:00 pm New Year.
W6TO/R 146.940 73,,,, Tom KG6KYU

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc. P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, Ca. 93755 -5912



Fresno Amateur Radio Club

FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FARC Officers:

Tom Jarvis, Pres. - KG6KYU kg6kyu@w6to.com
Ken Holden, V.P. & WAG60OIB waboib@w6to.com
Jim Erbe, Sectry - WAGNIF wabnif@w6to.com
Ron Hunt, Treas - N6MTS némts@we6to.com

Board Members:

k6usy@w6to.com

Aaron Lusk, K6USY
John McGraw, AE6QR
Steve Brunt, KBAAB

No E-Mail
k6aab@w6to.com

Chuck McConnell, WeDPD w6dpd@w6to.com

Jack Baker, AC6LT
Joseph Capell, WOPJD

ac6lt@cvip.net
WOPJD@me.com

Dan Pruitt, AE6SX aebsx@airrl.net

Mark your calendars for every Thursday, for
the lunch gathering at the Silver Dollar Hof-
brau at the corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw. It
starts at 12 noon and there is a table reserved

in the back room.

Also every Monday and Saturday at the Coun-
try Waffles at Blackstone and Dakota starting
at 7am.

Lastly, Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite
Falls Cafe at Blackstone and Shaw starting at
8am.

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They
support us not only in revenue for the
club but they also allow us space on the
counters and shelves for copies of SKIP
and other club announcements.

Amateur Radio Event Calendar

Date Event

Dec1 FARC BOD Meeting
Dec 4 CARP Christmas Dinner
Dec 4 -6 ARRL 160 Meter Test
Dec 11 FARC Christmas Dinner
Dec 11 -13 ARRL 10 Meter Test
Dec 18 SJVARS Meeting

Dec 15 QCWA Lunch

(559) 916 -2445 12/2009
(559) 323 -6753 12/2010
(559) 222 -7524 12/2009
(559) 289 -8514 12/2010
(559) 301 -1022 12/2010
(559) 255 -2349 12/2010
(559) 696 -4319 12/2009
(559) 431 -2038 12/2010
(559) 297 -4311 12/2010
(559) 225 -3582 12/2009
(559) 779 -2974 12/2009

Thomas |, Whitlock
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

EDI TOR6S COMMENTS by Dave Smith W6TE
Dear FARC Friends, out seeing any squiggly lines under any of the
words!)
| wish everyone a festive Holiday Season and
hope Santa fills your stockings with some hot Thanks to Charles McConnell, W6DPD, for con-
little ham radio items. tributing AThe DX Corne
keeps us informed about new DX and lets new
This past year has been fun as the editor of DX06ers know where to ge
SKIP. The newsletter really shines when the about DX6éing.
members contribute with articles, news and
tidbits. Thanks to everyone who has contrib- Dan Pruit, AE6SX, has kept us informed with
uted to SKIP this past year. the happenings in ARES/RACES and emer-
gency communications.
Joe Capell, WOPJD, does the research, and
writes the fABio of the MpWMetbhvoe coddded Wadveea | c
enjoyed learning new things about our fellow fiContesting. 6 Long ti me
hams as the mystery FARC club member is re- rice, K6MI, has offered to write the column.
vealed each month. John will let wus all kno
(1 canbét believe | wr ot e|(Qortinuedoon Ragerld gr aphs wi t h-

STUART HOWB6VRJ, JASE
BOYER N6EY, CRA gARTER@QJ

R
B —

Thanks to Richard Pack, KE6SHL, for
providing the photographs included in SKIP
Ed.

2050 H st 500 E 19th
9372} 93304

Michael Staal
VP gt A
S e

mAN'FEH NA SYSTEMS, INC.

® Antenna Design § Production from
DC tp Microwave
® Machine Work § Mamufacturing Services

® Systewm setup § nstallations

v

k 4402 N. Selland Ave. Fresno, CA 93702

559.422.8873 Fax 559 432.3059 website: www.m2ine.cona

Fack C. Arbuckle Compary

CENTRAL CALIFORNLA DISTRIBUTORS OF
ELECTRONICS FOR RETAILERS AND [INDUSTRY

2050 H .
Freano, Calif.
(559) 264-8554

Membership Attendance for November & No Winner

=4
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Local Amateur Radio Repeaters

Organization Call Sign Frequency Offset PL
AARC WB6QDN 146.610 - NONE
CARP K6ARP 147.675 - 141.3
CARP N6JXL 224.380 - 141.3
CARP K6ARP 444,725 - 141.3
CARP NI6M 440.350 + 141.3
CONDOR WB6BRU 224.900 - 156.7
FARC W6TO 146.940 - NONE
FARC W6TO 223.940 - NONE
FARC W6TO 444.200 - NONE
FRESNO N6MTS 145.230 - 141.3
KINGS ARC KAG6Q 145.110 - 100.0
KJ6KO KJ6JO 927.6625/902.0125 - 146.2
MADERA ARC W6WGZ 147.180 + NONE
MADERA ARC W6WGZ 441.175 - 146.2
QCWA WQ6CWA 146.850 - 141.3
RACES N6HEW 147.150 + 141.3
SIJVARS KE6JZ 146.820 - 141.3
TURLOCK ARC W6BXN 147.030 + 100.0
WAGNIF WAGNIF 444,100 + 100.0
WIN/SYSTEM K6JSI 146.790 - 141.3
WIN/SYSTEM K6JSI 223.780 - 141.3
Birthdays, Anniversarvos

Birthdays:

Duane Lutz KIBQEL Dec 29th

Lori Young KI6GRZD Dec 20th

000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000d00dO -
The FARC Christmas Dinner will be at Yosemite Falls on Black-

stone. Total cost $15.00 per person... chicken & ribs or salmon &
Tr-Tip, salad, beverage, tax, tip. Time: 6:30, dinner served at
7:00. The dinner will be on Dec 11, our regular club meeting night.
Cost to member and guest $15.00.
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Bio of Month Bob Gonzales KK6LT,

by Joe Capell WOPJD

When DX is mentioned at a ham gathering, you
can be sure that Bob Gonzales, KK6LT is ei-
ther listening or the one who did the mention-

ing.

Born in Fresno at the old St. Agnes Hospital,
Bob was raised and had all of his schooling
here too except for electronics school courtesy
of Uncle Sam. He graduated from Roosevelt
High School in 1966, joined the Army, served
Stateside, in Germany and in Viet Nam and re-
turned here to get a degree in Electronics from
FCC in 1973.

While in Asia he was involved in literally thou-
sands of phone patches for US servicemen
stationed there and has many fond memories
and few humorous ones of those patches be-
cause they were required to listen in on the
transmissions in those days by Army MARS
(Military Affiliated Radio System) rules.

He married Gloria in 1972 and has two daugh-
ters. All three women in his life have ham Ili-
censes! Howds that fo
tells me he has two grandchildren ages 3 and 1
and both are showing potential there, he thinks.

His inspiration for ham radio was not just the
many Army MARS operators he had the pleas-
ure of working in his service years, but also Jim
Lozano, W6ZFN now a SK who he remem-
bered from MARS work and once stateside,
encouraged him to learn the code and get a
ham license.

His first license was a novice, KC6FKE in 1989
and he upgraded quickly to Amateur Extra
Class in less than two years. He had been on
the board of directors of the FARC.

He works in mechanical engineering at various
industrial sites throughout the valley including
hospitals, prisons and schools.

He invited me into his home and his shack

where he had fADX spot
puter and showed me h
the Worl do as well as

websites to let him know which DXpeditions
were operational at the time/coming/or no
longer available as well as rumors of where the
mrhaetiomgsa bhhaongsanotd.

him what his favorite aspect of ham radio might
be. He piped up that he has 143 countries
worked.
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

THE DX CORNER by Charles McConnell W6DPD

If you want help with DX,

you can contact the local
members of the Central Cali-
fornia DX Club for some as-
sistance. Charles W6DPD
431 -2038, Perry K6XJ 299 -
2802, or Jim WS6X 292 -
8353 can give you advice.

The big thing about finding

DX is to tune the bands.
Check out the Central California DX Club Web
page at http://www.ccdxc.org for information
and useful links.

The
t he

DX6ers meet

for

|l ocal
mont h

on
breakfast
Blackstone in Fresno. The group gathers be-

tween 0700 and 0800. All are welcome.

The CQ 75th Anniversary Worked All Zones
Award begins on November 1, 2009 and goes
until December 31, 2010. The first two
awards have been issued.

The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau
is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978 -0970.
You can send up to 10 address labels and
$0.70 for each envelope to the address
above. They will put 1 unit of First Class
postage on the envelope.

Postage rates around the world are con-
stantly changing. To see current rates go to
http://www.gsl.net/w9ol/

IRC_Chart.htm where you can find the cur-
rent postal rates for most of the countries of
the world. Effective May 12, 2009, US over-
seas airmail is 98¢ per ounce and postage to
Canada is 75¢ per ounce and Mexico is 79¢
per ounce. IRC purchases are $2.10 each.
The current series of IRCS expire on Dec. 31,
2009. A new series will be available begin-
ning July 1, 2009.

I f you dondét get a DX Bu
to ARRL, you should register on the members
only web page and check the box for the

ARRL DX Bulletin. This one is emailed each
Thursday. Or you can go to the ARRL web
page in the News/ Bulletin section and view
the bulletins there. You can also read the
OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the
web. Search OP DX Bulletin or 425 DX Bulle-
tin to get the URL. You can subscribe to the
Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX too. These
bulletins will keep you informed of DX opera-
tions and QSL information.

The following operations are scheduled:
Marshall Islands V73NS now through 2009
Wake Is KH9/WA2YUN now until end of 2009

Dipaut ‘]128‘09 opn fog aﬂ?yﬁaa( f
e

Sable Island CYO0 on hold due to |IIness

Spratly Islands sometime in 2009

Madagascar 5R8IC Nov 17 to Dec 15, 2009
Tonga A3 Nov 19 to Dec 9, 2009

Christmas Is VK9X Nov 21 to Dec 5, 2009
Chesterfield Islands TX3A Nov 23 to Dec 6, 2009
Cambodia XU7UFT Dec 3 to Dec 8, 2009

South Cook E5 Dec 5 to Dec 12, 2009

Pitcarin Island VP6AL now through March 2010
Djibouti J20C January 2010

Liechtenstein HBO/DL20OBO Jan 6 to Jan 17, 2010
Easter Island CEQY Jan 8 to Jan 11m 2010
Austral Is FO/DL (3 ops) Jan 18 to Feb 5, 2010
Vanuatu YJO Jan 21 to Jan 28, 2010

Senegal 6W Jan 26 to Feb 9, 2010

Aves Island YVOA early 2010??

St. Lucia J68JA March 2 to March 11, 2010
Palestine E4X Sometime bet Mar and May 2010
Juan Fernandez XROZN Mar&pril 2010

Central Kiribati T31 End of September 2010
Tokelau ZK3 April 2010

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date informa-
tion. As the time for the operation is at hand,
watch the DX Summit ( www.dxsummit.fi ) for
listings. There are a number of state QSO par-
ties each year. Check the contest corral in QST

or the ARRL web page. State QSO parties are a
good place to collect states for your Worked All
States award. ARRL Log Book of the World now
Isupptoris the Vslorked AlyStates Awad. o n g

Good luck, tune the dial, and listen.
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Mickey "Santa Claus" Hicks, WO6T (SK)
(Aug 11, 2009) -- Mickey
Hicks, WOG6T -- known to
many amateurs and their
children as Santa Claus  --
passed away Sunday, Au-
gust 9. He was 79. For
the past 38 years, Hicks,
a ham for almost 50
years and a long -time
Amateur Radio instructor,
would get on the air for
10 days each December

as W6S (Whiskers -6-

Santa).

ARRL Youth Editor Duncan MacLachlan,
KUODM, profiled Hicks in December 2008

"The Amateur Radio community has been
quick to embrace the W6S operation. Mickey
says that the first year operating as W6S was
'a hit with the operators of all ages and their

children.’

Mickey noted that most children are a bit ap-
prehensive of talking over the radio, let alone

to Santa! He said one of the most challenging
parts of operating is when he hears 'This one

is shy and won't talk.' That's not a problem for
Mickey -- he says after a few warm  -up ques-
tions (such as 'Can you say hello to Ru-
dolph?'), he can strike up a conversation that

lasts a few minutes. He has even heard back
that the parents weren't able to get the micro-

phone away from the kids afterward!"

Hicks _told the ARRL in 2001  that his Santa's
Workshop has been a great ham radio recruit-

ing tool. One of his most memorable experi-
ences was when
a young qirl
he'd once spo-
ken with on the
air as Santa
came by with
her ham ticket
in hand to thank
him in person
for getting her ~
interested. "l had tears in my eyes, of course,"
he said.

Mark Slater, WI6J -- Hicks' QSL manager  --
said Hicks was an avid DXer, contester and rag
chewer: "He had a passion for radio and mak-

ing new friends through the hobby he enjoyed

so much. Mickey will be greatly missed."

Slater said that he will continue to confirm
WOG6T/W6S QSL requests "indefinitely." Hicks,

of Bakersfield, California, was a member of the
ARRL A-1 Operator Club and along  -time mem-
ber of the ARRL, the Northern California DX
Foundation, the Central Valley DX Club and the
Kern County Central Valley Amateur Radio
Club. -- Thanks to The Daily DX for providing
some information for this story
Link to this item

\(AROUGE N6DBH AND/KEN _
WAGOIB
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Fresno Amateur

The Rover Racket by Art

Radio Club

Goddard W6XD

What 6s al l the racket ? |
making with their contacts, or the racket others are mg
about the rover categories, strategies, tactics and in
Even before there was a contest category for rovers, 4
known multioperator group, recognizing that they cdg

e
EY N B R BE&LC.
ROVER RIG ¢

improve their score by sending some stations out to
multipliers, sent operators and stations to places where
was opportunity to improve their multiplier count. O
those stations were recognized as a potential asset tg
contesting, the Rover category was added to the co
The Rover category has been growing by leaps and b
since its official
recognition abol
20 years ago.

uuuuu

Fast forwar
many years; ar
the Limitec
Rover categol
was establishe
in order to ac
commodate ne
comers and st

tions Lo

equippeu
with just a few bands. It also created a competitive plg
field for rovers unable to compete with the-tera n d

sover d hecomnekett htahatr e-h ¢
\kiniged from the hig
pext? microwave QSC

avell their respecti
uftbltipliers. In the mea
time, larger multio

stations, recognizing t|
value of their rover
built up a cadre of coo
erative rovers and fou_
that with additional m-
crowave gear they could
have rover teams cover lots of otherwise silent grids, fpcus-
ing their activity on thle nl
ity was subrosa, as those cooperative, dedicated, or captive
rovers did not usually appear as entries in the listings, or
with any substanti al conft ac
rarely hung around to make QSOs after delivering for|their

RO

master. Unlike man
ratieer rovers who we
tmcemmitted, th

hpever  posted  the

rgHiES, calling freque.

ntest, or operating time
bAdddgionally, many use.$
modes or frequenci
that were unlikely to K
in the mainstream of the
contests.

DAVE “SMI TH W6
2 ROVERRIG

In one previous VHF contest, a number of rover stations got
toget her and -ceinrgcalgiendg 0i nt pfi gme
contribution to their club score. In another VHF outing, a
rover employed a tandem rover station to maximizé his
score. Once these activities were recognized, and judped to
be antithetical to the purpose of the VHF contests, [these
tactics were discouraged, but not banned. Several|years
later, stimulated by a group of Southern California hams,
\pagkroving, gridcircling, and rover caravans were again
oA thepseene.
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Fresno Amateur

The Rover Racket by Art

Radio Club

The VUAC, noting this resurgence, modified the rule
an attempt to modify the antompetitive nature of th

strategy; they created an Unlimited Rover category.

fascinating to see the combinations and permutatiomf

operators, stations and activities that can be derive
clever VHF hams in order to maximize their scores.
judging by the various
flectors, and Web sites such
www.packrovers.com , everybody appears to

be having fun, except for some of the racket
roveraos

about t he fscor.i

tests. The - :
are pLOU \@ea#eon RD-vvaxD,
(0} their

_ ROVER RIG
unique sta ¢ \7:\’

tions, oper* : :

ating tactics and their achievements. They have the ki
adventures that fixed stations can only dream or w
about. They create a substantial amount otherroad
publicity for the hobby, and when curious folks with tf
cell phones report them, an occasional headache for
enforcement.

There were more rovers ¢
June QSO Party. The California ggdclers did not shoy
up in force. Others ente
rightfully have belonged

Goddard W6XD

There was a fascinating
seirs to the top two Mukb per at or ent ri
4 he Giants. o As an il l us

ers make to scoring, especially with microwave cont
examine the scores of two wdéthown topscoring easter
stations, K1RZ with 455k and K1TEO with 373k. By st
ping out the rover QSOs and unique rover multipliers,
recalculating the scores, their respective scores dr

same exercise lowers their score from 1.768 millio
622k; twathirds of their score was generated by the m
tude of carefully orchestrated rover contacts, espe
those made on the microwave bands. Their micro
(903MHz and up) score totals were an outstanding
IQB80s and 183 grid multipliers. Without the rover QS

YLZ AFGO

A |
y, Vi
S - | {
Y [ 1 A i
. ; /
|, 7
) L 5,
4 gw
K

those microwave totals would shrink to 74 QSOs an
grid multipliers. Applying the same exercise, without rg
QSO points and grid mult

is from 713k to 536k, or 25%.

It is likely that there will be more racket about the rg
racket. There is a lesson here: Rovers are enjoying
H®ler challenges and accomplishments. Fixed stationg
gy benefits of additional contacts, especially from Ig
populated grids and inactive microwave bands. Pla
&pver seeds yields an abundant scoring harvest. It ma
nawision of rover rules to level some of the playing field
the future of contesting, but for sure, rovers of all sti
are here to stay.

Ret penied withghe permissionrof QBTo gs i n t |
v

r(Ast Goddarp, WEXR, i§ A nast ARRLiSeudwest Bi-] a s s
visigneViceigegtog 5dg i ¢ 0 or Li mi t e ¢

250k and 252k. For top Multperator station W2SZ, the

c ont
es
tr af
ACts,

n

ip-
then

bp to

h to
ulti-
ially
vave
432
Os,

e st

35
ver

i pl

million goes to 693k, a drop of 48%; for W3CCX, the drop

ver
their
reap
sser
nting
take
for
pes
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

FRESNO ENCOMM ARES/RACES by Dan Pruitt AE6SX

December is a
month of reflec-
tion, nearing the
end of the year
and with 2 major
Holidays, Thanks-
giving and Veter-
ans Day even Em-
Comm has to take
pause and collect
itself. We are also
gearing up for the
new year while fin-
ishing this one with Skywarn recognition Day
(SRD).

o

DA’;{@RUWA%SX

Veterans Day, what has that to do with
EmComm? Remembering our Veterans
is not hard when you think about it. We

have Amateur Radio in this country and
all our other privileges due to the sacrifice of our
military. Many of whom went overseas during
peace time, doing their duty for us. So thank you
for keeping our country safe for Ham radio, hi hi.

Then the image of Pilgrims and Turkey fills all our
senses and while gathered at the table with way
too much food, | like most, am thankful for fam-
ily, home and purpose. | also remember those
that have volunteered their time and effort to
train and participate in the planning and training
for disaster communications. Mostly, I'm Thank-
ful that locally, our need for disaster communica-
tions is very sporadic and limited. Thankful also
for the dedication of our volunteers, because
without their commitment, none of this is possi-
ble.

On to the future, Our Meeting for this Month will
be on December 10, Thursday at 7 PM at the Sal-
vation Army Citadel. This will suffice as Novem-
ber and December's Training Meetings. This is
our planning meeting so please come down and
voice your ideas.

| had the pleasure of being part of a Search and
Rescue Exercise put on by the Tulare ARES, Tu-
lare Sheriff and the Boy Scouts who were the
prime volunteers looking for a downed Cessna
above Kaweah. They established Traffic resource
and communications Nets that passed traffic to

PG&E in Bakersfield via the W. Kern County ARES.
| even received a message from the adhoc ARES
traffic Net in Tulare via the W. Kern ARES adhoc-
Traffic Net. Great practice in message handling.
| will be looking forward to the after action report,
hopefully in time to bring it to our Dec 10 meet-

ing.

Skywarn Recognition Day is 5 December, 0000
UTC (that is 4 PM Friday Dec 4) and WX6HNX is
gearing up for the 24 hour QSO party with
weather stations. | can't participate this year so
I'm going to miss the Chili and Pizza as well as
the grave -yard operation | usually have fun with.
Last year | even talked to one of our operators
who was traveling in South Carolina! What a
blast. They have new antennas, APRS, a TS -2000
and VHF/UHF Yaesu. | am anticipating some
good stories, hi hi. Contact Bruce KD6DRU
buhler50@hotmail.com __if you want to operate.

| will be at the Directors Meeting in Livermore, so
think of me while | am getting the low down on
the Pacific Division directly from Bob Vallio
W6RGG. I'm salivating at the thought of the cold
cut lunch and under -stuffed chairs of the down-
town City of Livermore Chamber room.

This too | am Thankful, to be able to voice the
EmComm News in the Fresno Amateur Radio Club
SKIP newsletter.

For that matter | am thankful for HAM Radio!

73 TU , Dan Pruitt.

NET: Monday 1930 hours local on 147.150+, PL
141.3

Monthly meetings on the 4 wtw Thursday of each
Month

Salvation Army Citadel, 1854 N. Fulton St 1900

hrs

EmComm and Coffee. Time is 0830 hours.
Yosemite Falls Cafe on Blackstone, just North of
Shaw

See us on the web www.fresnoares.com __ or
www.fresno -races.net Or email me directly
aebsx@fresnoares.com
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

ACONTESTI NGO By John Morrice K6MI

Field Day Scores San Joaquin Valley Section:
Call Score Cat QSOs Club

WF6G 5628 2A 1551 Madera Co ARC
W6SW 5518 3A 1834 San Andreas Faultline Survivors
W6TO 4616 2A 1313 Fresno ARC A
W6GV 4220 1AB 387 QCWA Fresno Chapter 213 w7 i
N6FRG 3432 7A 643 Calaveras ARS ' / i / :
WABSJV 3398 3A 812 San Joaquin Valley ARS John Morrice, K6MI
KD4HXT 2090 2A 725 Valley Baptist ARC
WAGBYBN 1900 3F 375 Sierra ARC
W6UR 1670 1B1B 152
WAGBAI 1512 3A 170 Tulare Co ARC
WR2G 1482 1E 293
KEMAN 1426 2F 329 Manteca ARC
WAO9STI 1412 1B1 411
W6BXN 1328 6A 404 Turlock ARC
N6S 1288 2F 179 Fresno Co ARES/ RACES/SATERN
N6KP 1112 1E 506
W6BW 1048 1A 174 Mountain ARC
W6ERE 1020 7A 344 Stanislaus ARA
W7FD 1000 1E 450
W6SX 906 1D 428
N6KRV 866 4A 142 Sequoia AR Group
June VHF Contest - San Joaquin Valley Section Stations
# Call Score QSOs Mult Class Sec Ops
1* W6YLZ/R 104,580 629 126 RL SJV (+ N6MU)
2%* WG6ETE/R 101,277 471 99 RU SJV (+K6MIl)
3 WETV 61,920 383 120 M SV  (W6YEP & KW6N, ops)
4 AF6JP 17,280 212 64 B SV
5 N6FD 5,964 98 42 Q SJV
6 K6YK 3,219 68 37 A SJV
7 N6KOG 1,885 63 29 A SJV
8 KEGEEZ 1,596 55 28 A SJV
9 KEAA 1,596 57 28 A SV
10 WATN 1,260 45 28 A SJV
11 KF6KDA 1,134 47 21 A SV
12 N6IV 242 19 11 A SJVv
13 W6DPD 54 9 6 A SJV
Scores Table Key
Class

A - Single Op Low; B - Single Op High; Q - Single Op Portable; L - Limited Multiop; M - Multi Multi;
R - Rover; RL - Limited Rover; RU - Unlimited Rover

1= NATI ONAL CONTEST WI NNER AROVER LI MITEDO CATEGORY

2% % NATI ONAL CONTEST WI NNER AROVER UNLI MI TEDO CATEGORY
3*** PACIFIC DIVISI ON-ORIONNER AMULTI
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Just a note on what | did with a piece of pipe
in the ground

| wanted to work the 12 meter band. The Win-
dom loaded "okay" for that band but thought |
could find something a little better. | had
bought several 10ft sections of aluminum tub-
ing at Fresno Ag with the intensions of building
a 10 meter beam but was given a 10 meter
beam by Jerry, K6PKO. | started experiment-
ing by getting a piece of thick plastic tube you
use in electrical wiring as an insulator. | put a
small length of water pipe(metal) into the
ground as a "stand" for the antenna. | slipped
the plastic pipe over that and slipped a 10 foot
piece of aluminum tubing into the plastic pipe.

| added a 2nd piece of aluminum tubing into
the first 10 foot section and made my length
adjustments as per 234/ freq in Mhz formula
and minimal swr. With the antenna just 6
inches off the ground and coax, | contacted a
ham in Uruguay. The other day while
"listening" to 12 meter, | heard a ham in No.
Carolina and gave him a call. Made contact I'm
only running 75 watts and thought my experi-
menting with a piece of pipe was interesting. |
know others have done the same thing but
maybe this would give new hams ideas on
"working the
Jim, WAGNIF

World!".

(RECEIVED ON 11 i 24-2009) Folks, this
morning | managed to replace the balun on my
beam and worked into CA on

20m Long Path with some nice signals. |
worked W6KH (s9+) and W6RFF along

with K7JA and XE1KK. Looks like the path is
open and hope to work several of

you the CQWW CW contest this coming week-
end. All of the above QSOs were on 20m CW
running 400 Watts into a C3S at 55 feet

high from 0120z to 0150z - beam heading for
me was 195 degrees (pointing

South) 73 de Prasad VU2PTT

For those of you considering the purchase of
an lcom 7000 - you may be interested to know
that Icom here in Australia has just rolled out

a 5 year warranty for all radios being sold. We
are the first country in which this is being tri-
aled but the implication is that this will be
rolled out to other markets. Interestingly the
warranty also covers final transistors for all ra-
dios which was not covered under previous
Icom warrant you can see some
limited information re this at the following link:
http://www.strictlyham.com.au/

Could be worth asking your local dealer for the
timing on this roll  -out. Cheers Paul - vk3ajj &
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