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FARC General Meetings 

Are held the 2nd Friday of 

each month, 7 p.m. at Cedar 

Lanes  unless otherwise not-

ed. 

__________________ 

2011 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  

1st Tuesday of each month  

Cedar Lanes at 

Cedar and Shields. 

__________________ 

 
FARC Nets 

Morning Drive Time Net: 

Weekday mornings-7:30—

8:00 a.m.  

W6TO/R 146.940   

Tech Net: 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net: 
Sundays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

 

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc.                                     P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, Ca. 93755-5912 

The Prez Sez  
CQ, CQ 

          Everyone enjoyed our January meeting 

with Craig, K6QI, giving a presentation on the 

clubs projector.  Coming up for February is a 

homebrew video, learn about some easy ways to 

make things that you need.   

       Remember to be at the club meeting at the 

beginning, when the membership award is 

drawn.  Our winner in January was Ed, WA6U, who was not present.  

Who will be the next recipient?  And remember to get your membership 

dues in!  Now is the time for all... 

       The Classic Exchange, an on the air event using old radios, is on two 

different Sundays.  The CW Sunday will be over by the time Skip comes, 

but the phone portion is coming up.  Details on page eighteen.  This is a 

perfect time to get an old AM or SSB radio on the air for a Sunday after-

noon and evening.   

        In just a few short weeks the blossoms will be out, and the weather 

will be finally good for working on antennas.   Keep safe, and have fun. 

       Remember to listen to the 7 P.M. Sunday net for club activities.  Our 

net control operators are doing a great job.              73, Tom 

Our next meeting will be the second Friday, February 11, at Cedar Lanes. Come to the 

meeting and enjoy the camaraderie with your fellow hams.  

SKIPSKIP  

Tom Jarvis KG6KYU 
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FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FARC Officers: 

Tom Jarvis, Pres. - KG6KYU  kg6kyu@w6to.com  (559) 916-2445  12/2011 

Craig Carter V.P. - K6QI  k6qi@w6to.com (559) 284-1722 12/2011 

Jim Erbe, Sec.   - WA6NIF  wa6nif@w6to.com  (559) 222-7524  12/2011 

Ron Hunt, Treas - N6MTS  n6mts@w6to.com (559) 289-8514  12/2012 

Board Members: 

Aaron Lusk, K6USY   k6usy@w6to.com (559) 301-1022 12/2012 

Ken Holden, —WA6OIB  wa6oib@w6to.com (559) 323-6753  12/2012 

Dave Smith, W6TE   w6te@w6to.com  (559) 323-6095 12/2011  

Joseph Capell, W0PJD  W0PJD@me.com  (559) 225-3582  12/2011 

Jack Baker, AC6LT    ac6lt@CVIP.net (559) 297-4311 12/2012 

Steve Bassett, NA6G     steve@na6g.com      (559) 392-4058 12/2012 

 

Mark your calendars for every Thursday, for 
the lunch gathering at the Silver Dollar 

Hofbrau at the corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw. It 
starts at 12 noon and there is a table reserved 
in the back room. 

 
Breakfast on Mondays and Saturdays at the 

Country Waffles at Blackstone and Dakota 
starting at 7am.  
 

Also Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite Falls 
Cafe at Blackstone  and Shaw starting at 8am.  

 
Join the DX’ers for breakfast on the first Sat. of 
the month at Carrows on Blackstone/Ashlan at 

7 A.M. in the back room. 

 Date  Event  

        
  

 Feb 1  FARC BOD Meeting 
 Feb 4  CARP General Meeting 
 Feb 5   Hidden T-hunt 10 A.M. 

 Feb 11 FARC General Meeting 
 Feb 18 SJVARS General Meeting 

 Feb 22 QCWA luncheon 
 
 

March 1        FARC BOD Meeting 

March 4  Carp Meeting 7 P.M. 
March 5 Monterey Swap Meet K6LY 

March 11 FARC Meeting 7 P.M. Friday 
March 18 SJVARS Meeting 
March 19 M2 Swap Meet Sat. morning 

 
April 1 Carp 

April 8 FARC 
April 15-17 DX Convention 
April 15 SJVARS 

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They 

support us not only in revenue for the 
club but they also allow us space on the 

counters and shelves for copies of SKIP 
and other club announcements.  

 

Send Skip items to Skip editor John Morrice, 
K6MI at:  

k6mi@pacbell.net 
 

You can download this and past Skip issues 

under the Document Archive menu by visiting 

w6to.com. 

Be a net control op!  Contact Joe, WB6FFJ at: 

joenailbender@earthlink.net 

mailto:kg6kyu@w6to.com
mailto:k6qi@k6qi.com
mailto:wa6nif@w6to.com
mailto:n6mts@w6to.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:w6te@w6to.com
mailto:w0pjd@me.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
mailto:steve@na6g.com
http://w6to.com
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Membership Attendance award for January was 

WA6U, Ed, however, he 

was not present.  

Thanks to Richard Pack, KE6SHL, for provid-

ing the photographs included in SKIP.  

Delaware QSO Party 1700Z, Feb 5 to 0100Z, 

Feb 7 

Vermont QSO Party 0000Z, Feb 5 to 2400Z, 

Feb 6 

North American Sprint, CW 0000Z-0400Z, Feb 

6 

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest 0000Z, Feb 12 to 

2400Z, Feb 13 

North American Sprint, SSB 0000Z-0400Z, Feb 

13 

ARRL School Club Roundup 1300Z, Feb 14 to 

2400Z, Feb 18 

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Feb 19 to 

2400Z, Feb 20 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB 2200Z, Feb 25 to 

2159Z, Feb 27 

North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Feb 

26 to 0600Z, Feb 27 

ARRL DX Phone, March 5-6 

NA Sprint RTTY, March 13 

Wisconsin QSO Party, March 13-14 

BARTG RTTY, March 19-21 

CQ WW WPX Phone, March 26-27 

June VHF, June 11-13 

FD, June 25-26 

RAC, July 1 

Globe Scout transmitter on left, military trans-

mitter on right picture. 
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Local Amateur Radio Repeaters 
 Organization  Call Sign   Frequency  Offset  PL 

 AARC   WB6QDN   146.610    -  NONE 

 CARP   K6ARP    147.675    -  141.3 

 CARP   N6JXL    224.380    -  141.3 

 CARP   K6ARP    444.725    -  141.3 

 CARP   NI6M    440.350   +  141.3 

 CONDOR  WB6BRU   224.900    -  156.7 

 FARC   W6TO    146.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    223.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    444.200    -  141.3 

 FRESNO  N6MTS    145.230    -  141.3 

 KINGS ARC  KA6Q    145.110    -  100.0 

 KJ6KO   KJ6JO    927.6625/902.0125  -  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   147.180    +  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   441.175    -  146.2 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   146.850    -  141.3 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   443.250    +  107.2 

 RACES   N6HEW   147.150    +  141.3 

 SJVARS  KE6JZ    146.820    -  141.3 

 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN   147.030    +  100.0 

 WA6NIF  WA6NIF   444.100    +  100.0 

 WIN/SYSTEM  K6JSI    146.790    -  100.0 

Birthdays:  

 
James, KJ6BQL    Feb. 10 

Jim, WA6NIF        Feb. 20 

Anniversaries: 

 
Jim and Nora, WA6NIF and WA6BDE 

Nicole and Stephen, KJ6FNF 
Timmi and Alan, KI6WGA 

 
DX Breakfast 
The next Fresno DX Breakfast is Saturday February 
5, 2011 at Carrow’s Restaurant, 4280 N. Black-
stone in Fresno. The group gathers between 0700 
and 0800 hours. We have the back room until about 
10:00 AM.  The breakfast is the first Sat. of the 
month. 
 
“The only way to be loud....is to transmit.” 
 
 DX is the one you do not have confirmed!! 
 
 DXing is 90% mental -- the other half is physical.  
N2MG  
 
To check on foreign postage go to http://
www.k4hb.com/postage/html  
 

M2 Open House - 

 Saturday March 19 
 
The 2011 M2 Open House will be Saturday March 19. 
Every year, M2 holds this open house as a “Thank You” 
to the Amateur Radio community for their loyalty and 

support throughout the year. 
There will be swap meet spaces, and a “Ham”burger 

event at noon. 
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Amateur of the Month, by Joe Capell W0PJD 

VISIT W6TO.COM 

February, 2011 Ham Biography of the Month 

Steve Bassett, NA6G 
 

Steve is another one of our ham community who was born in Fresno but moved away for a while and then 

returned. 

He went to Hoover High School graduating in 1970 and then to Fresno State College. He drove school buses 

for a job during that time and later construction work, truck driving and hardware sales. Eventually he got 

into Insurance work, computer software and now real estate loans. 

He lived in the San Francisco Bay area where he became a ham radio operator in 1995 but had always been 

interested in electronics. He had an Eico Space Ranger general coverage radio in Jr. HS and even had made a 

crystal set earlier. For the receiver, he built a Heath Q multiplier kit and he has it and the Eico still proudly on 

his bookshelf in an honored place. He was interested in Amateur Radio as a youngster, but that damned 

code.... 

In the Bay Area, he became friends with Wayne Springsteen, WU6A who was his next door neighbor. 

Wayne convinced him to bite the bullet and he passed the code test.  He got a tech license in 1995 as 

KE6YKG, and soon after a general, advanced and amateur extra. He got the call, KQ6VH before his present 

one, NA6G. He tells me that he primarily got the highest class license so that he could be a Volunteer Exam-

iner in Sunnyvale and give all the tests that were available. 

He was actives in ARES in the South Bay Radio Association and was president there before he moved back 

to Fresno where he continued his interest not only in ham radio but also in the local organizations.  He is the 

webmaster for the Fresno ARES/RACES. He was FARC president in 2007. 

Another interesting aspect of ham radio that he became involved in concerned the World War II submarine 

that is permanently docked at Fisherman’s Wharf in San Francisco, the USS Pampanito whose radio call dur-

ing the war year was NJVT and now has the special call NJ6VT. There is a club of hams that operates the 

restored (and some modern) radios in that ship on weekends and special events that Steve joined. 

His favorite aspects of our hobby now is HF DX contesting and awards hunting. He is a member if the Cen-

tral California DX club and has a DX Century Certificate in 2000.  He has 146 countries confirmed and 161 

total. He got his WAS in 1999. He operates on phone, PSK, TTY and yes, Morse Code too.  
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CQ de K6MI, John 

 

The activity of club members in January took us from Straight Key Night, through some great HF activities, over to the 

VHF bands for SS contacts, with some DXpeditions thrown in for good measure.  Along with all the gatherings for 

meals and meetings, our members have been very active.   

 

From Vic, K2VCO - My 813 amplifier is essentially finished and I'm using it on the air, when I get on the air, which is 

about once a week for a few minutes.  My New Year's resolution is to stop tinkering and operate. 

 

NA6G received an award for First Place Multi Operator, low power in the 2010 ARRL RTTY Roundup.  NA6G also 

participated in the 2011 ARRL RTTY Roundup and the NAQP CW Contest in the month of January 2011.  73, Steve 

NA6G 

 

Most of my air time this month has been chasing DX on 160m during the hour before our sunrise and during the evening 

hours. Hoping to work some new ones in Europe and Africa in the evenings and Asia-Pacific in the mornings. But slim 

pickin's here compared to last year.  Bob N2NS 

 

SK night, Oh yeah! I love listening to real CW. They have accents just like voice! Better operators than I are out there, 

but I like to attempt the SK events. I especially like working K6KPH on Pt. Reyes, the old Marconi site, then RCA, then 

MCI and now the Maritime Radio Historical Society.  A great picture comes to mind of the near Century old Cypress 

trees lining the drive up to the 'WPS' style building housing the receiving site. I also copy the ARRL Bulletin from them 

on Field Day.  73 -Dan Pruitt AE6SX 

Section Manager San Joaquin Valley 

 

When I asked for QSL card advice, Gennady, UX5UO got the majority of the votes.  I just got my cards and he joins 

Elecraft in my book of  "Great People To Do Business With."  I came up with my design [hardest part, I'm an engineer, 

not a graphics designer], emailed it to him on a weekend, and had a proof back via email in two [2] hours!  He had 

cleaned up my art work a bit and modified the print font with a white border around the letters so they stood out better 

against the background photo.  PayPal to the US rep, and I got the cards Tue, in about 3 weeks, from half-way around 

the planet.  They are exactly what I wanted.  $89 for 1,000 glossy color on the front and matte color on the back.  Thanks 

for all the advice.  73,  Fred K6DGW 

- Northern California Contest Club- CU in the 2011 Cal QSO Party 1-2 Oct 2011- www.cqp.org 

 

 de Duane, KI6QEL  This was the month for ―purchasing‖.  New to the shack, and still in the box, is a FT-857D, MFJ 

power strip, an antenna tuner, and goodies for the handheld. 

 

 de Paul, W6VPS  No DX since Kermadec Is., but it sure is a thrill that never goes away to work a new one. 

 

Don’t miss the activities coming up this next month.   Starting with the T-hunt on Sat., Feb.5th at 10 A.M., meeting at 

Letterman Park in Clovis.  The DX CW contest is later in Feb., right after the CQ 160 SSB contest.  Since the sunspots 

are luke warm, make the most of 15m and 17m.  New member John, KJ6MFC is on the air with an IC-7000. 

Let me know what you do happen to find for fun in February.  Hope to c u on the air!    73, John, K6MI 
 

John, K6MI  

Here is a great web site about Heathkit  radios: 
http://www.heathkit-museum.com/hvmham.shtml 
 
Check out these hams on QRZ.COM, they are the great boat anchor spe-
cialists:  W6YHW and K6HLO 
 
I recently bought a new digital hearing aid and worked a whole lot of 1's 
and 0's in the last contest !  

http://www.cqp.org
http://www.heathkit-museum.com/hvmham.shtml
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NEWS, PRESS RELEASES, AND GENERAL INTEREST 

The big story of the past two weeks is welcome news for VHF+ contesters as the ARRL's online Logbook of 

the World (LOTW) now supports VUCC awards. The ARRL Web article reviews the changes and answers 

some of the immediate questions about getting started. LOTW will also support the Fred Fish Memorial 

Award - earned by only two grid-chasing stations so far!  

The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service, for those who prefer paper to programs, announced new rates effective 

this week.  

While the ARRL LOTW site does have a lot of supporting instructions, Dave, AA6YW, author of DXLab 

Suite, has created his own complementary set of instructions for adding locations to your TQSL software 

configuration - a key element of successful LOTW use. (Thanks, Peter N5UWY) 

http://www.dxlabsuite.com/dxlabwiki/CreateStationLocation 

 

 

 

That's not a new California ham's 

QSL, it's from Howland Island, three 

years after the disappearance of Ame-

lia Earhart. (Thanks, Dan K7SS) 

http://www.arrl.org/news/logbook-of-the-world-now-supports-vucc
http://www.arrl.org/ffma
http://www.arrl.org/ffma
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-outgoing-qsl-service-announces-new-rate-structure
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-outgoing-qsl-service-announces-new-rate-structure
http://www.dxlabsuite.com/dxlabwiki/CreateStationLocation
http://news.discovery.com/history/amelia-earhart-resting-place.html
http://news.discovery.com/history/amelia-earhart-resting-place.html
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THE DX CORNER 

By 

Charles McConnell W6DPD 

 

February 2011 

 

If you want help with DX, you can 

contact the local members of the Central Califor-

nia DX Club for some assistance.  Charles W6DPD 

431-2038, Perry K6XJ 299-2802, or Jim WS6X 

292-8353 can give you advice.  The big thing 

about finding DX is to tune the bands.  Check out 

the Central California DX Club Web page at http://

www.ccdxc.org for information and useful links. 

 

The local DX’ers meet on the first Saturday of the 

month for breakfast at Carrow’s, 4280 N. Black-

stone in Fresno.  The group gathers between 0700 

and 0800.  All are welcome. 

 

Check out www.spaceweather.com and 

www.solarcycle24.com for information on the so-

lar cycle.  The higher the solar flux and the lower 

the A and K Indices, the better the band condi-

tions.  The sun is not cooperating by providing 

sunspots at this time; there are lots of blank days. 

 

The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau is P. 

O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978-0970.  You can 

send up to 10 address labels and $0.70 for each 

envelope to the address above.  They will put 1 

unit of First Class postage on the envelope.  

 

The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service has raised the 

rates for sending ARRL members QSL cards to for-

eign countries.  The new rate is $2 for up to 10 

cards in one envelope, $3 for 11 to 20 cards in 

one envelope and 75 cents per ounce for more 

than 20 cards. 

 

Postage rates around the world are constantly 

changing.  To see current rates go to http://

www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm where you 

can find the current postal rates for most of the 

countries of the world.  IRCs can be ordered 

online from the US Post Office. To check on for-

eign postage, you can go to http://

www.k4hb.com/postage.html. 

 

Postage rates in Germany are being adjusted 

downward effective January 1, 2011, one green 

stamp will pay air postage to the U.S. However, 

postage outside of Italy to the U.S. went up 88% 

on January 1, 2011, so it now takes $3 for return 

postage from Italy. 

 

If you don’t get a DX Bulletin and you belong to 

ARRL, you should register on the members only 

web page and check the box for the ARRL DX Bul-

letin.  This one is emailed each Thursday.   Or you 

can go to the ARRL web page in the News/ Bulle-

tin section and view the bulletins there.  You can 

also read the OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin 

on the web.  Search OP DX Bulletin or 425 DX 

Bulletin to get the URL.  You can subscribe to the 

Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX too.  These bulle-

tins will keep you informed of DX operations and 

QSL information. 

 

Curacao, PJ2, Bonaire, PJ4, Saint Maarten, PJ7, 

and Saba, PJ6 and St. Eustatius PJ5, will be added 

to the DXCC List on January 1, 2011.  The Nether-

lands Antilles will be deleted on January 1, 2011.  

The actual update of the DXCC records and LOTW 

will occur once the DXCC applications received 31 

December 2010 are processed, maybe by Mid 

February of early March. 

 

A referendum on secession from Sudan has been 

voted in the southern part of Sudan.  If the ques-

tion passes, Southern Sudan will again be a sepa-

rate country and probably return to the DXCC list.  

If you confirmed Southern Sudan, ST0 before it 

was deleted, you will have to confirm it again.  

 

“The New DXER’S Handbook” written by Bryce K. 

Anderson, K7UA can be downloaded from the 

UTAH DX Association webpage http://

www.udxa.org. The book is 44 pages long. 

 
The following operations are scheduled: 
Afghanistan T6TL and T6JC October 2010 to May 2011 
Bahrain A92IO now through August 2011 
Djibouti J28AA now for at least a year 
Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2 
Kuwait 9K50 Special Event January 26 to February 28, 2011 
South Shetlands DT8A now to February 2011 
Angola D2CQ February 2010 for a few years. 
Sri Lanka 4S7KKG now through March 31, 2011 
Marion Island ZS8M May, 15 2010 to May 11, 2011 
Gough Island ZD9GI October 2010 for 1 year 
Macquarie Island VK0KEV now until April 30, 2011 
Spratly Islands DX0DX POSTPONED   (continued p. 9) 

THE DX CORNER by Charles McConnell W6DPD 

Charles  

W6DPD 

http://www.ccdxc.org/
http://www.ccdxc.org/
http://www.spaceweather.com/
http://www.solarcycle24.com/
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.udxa.org/
http://www.udxa.org/
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New Caledonia FK/DL2NUD and FK/DL9GRE January 16 to Janu-
ary 29, 2011 
South Orkney Islands VP8ORK January 27 to February 8, 2011 
Cameroon TJ3PF February 10 to February 20, 2011 
Mauritius 3B8 January 5 to February 21, 2011 
Solomon Islands H44DA January 6 to January 16, 2011 
Rodriguez Island 3B9 January 11 to January 20, 2011 
Papua New Guinea P29CW February to December 2011 
Cocos Keeling Island VK9/C February to March 2011 
Vanuatu YJ DL2NUD and DL9GRE February 1 to February 16, 
2011 
Sao Tome and Principe S9DX February 4 to February 17, 2011 
St. Kitts Island V4 February 4 to February 12, 2011 
West Kirabati T30 February 8 to February 22, 2011 
Chad TT8DX February 14 to February 24, 2011 mainly CW 
Granada J37BO and J37RO February 9 to March 10, 2011 
Guantanamo Bay KG4 Various Ops February 22 to March 8, 2011 
Revilla Gigedo 4A4A March 2011 
St. Kitts V47JA February 16 to March 30, 2011 
Sable Island CY0 March 7 to March 15, 2011 
Sierra Leone 9L5MS Mercy Ships March 15 to April 4, 2011 
Kanton Island T31A April 17 to April 28, 2011  
Afghanistan T6PSE May 2011 for 10 days 
Jan Mayen JX July 6 to July 14, 2011 
Christmas Island T32C? September-October 2011 
Conway Reef 3D2/C October 1 to October 10, 2011 
Jarvis Island KH5 November 2011 
Heard Island VK0/H February 2013 

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information.  

As the time for the operation is at hand, watch the 

DX Summit (www.dxsummit.fi) for listings.  There 

are a number of state QSO parties each year. 

Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web 

page.  State QSO parties are a good place to collect 

states for your Worked All States award. ARRL Log 

Book of the World now supports the Worked All 

States Award. 

 

Good luck, tune the dial, and listen. 

 

 

______________________________________ 

International DX Convention 
 

The 62nd Annual International DX Convention spon-

sored by the Northern California DX Club will be 

held at The Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center in 

Visalia, California from April 15 - 17, 2011. If you’re 

a DXer or interested in any aspect of Ham radio, then 

IDXC is the place to be. Top DX operators from 

around the world will be there. You'll match those fa-

miliar call signs with new faces, and shake hands with 

the person you have had a sked with for the past 10 

years but never met. Learn the secrets for big signals 

on top band. How to have fun adventures chasing   

IOTA, attend the contest forum, antenna forum, DX 

forum, or Contest Academy. There are seminars for 

everyone from the seasoned pro to the beginning 

DXer. Visit the Exhibit Hall, where you can talk to the 

people who design and use the best DX equipment. 

There will be great raffle prizes the likes of which top 

even the famed Dayton Hamvention. We're even plan-

ning to have an old-fashioned Swap Meet!  

And don’t forget the YL’s - we will have something 

special for them as well. 

In just a few short months, the convention will be 

here. Until then, we'll be finalizing the programs & 

speakers, choosing prizes, setting up the Exhibit Hall, 

and generally preparing for a memorable convention 

for all attendees. The navigation bar to the left will 

give you some idea of our progress and planned 

events. Not all links are "active" yet, as we're still in 

the planning process. We'll be updating the website 

frequently over these next few months, so be sure to 

check back from time-to-time.  

If you have any questions or comments, send email to 

info@dxconvention.org 

 

 

CARP 2011 T-Hunt Schedule 
This is the tentative schedule for Clovis Amateur Ra-

dio Pioneers (CARP) Transmitter Hunts in 2011. As 

more are scheduled, they will be listed on the 

K6ARP.org website calendar. The current Schedule: 

• Saturday, February 5th, 2011 – 10 am 

• Saturday, May 7th, 2011 

• Saturday, August 6th, 2011 

• Saturday, November 5th, 2011 

Typically the start point will be Letterman Park in 

Clovis. Times and locations for the T-hunt will be 

posted as each date gets closer. Mark your calendars 

and lets do some T-huntin’! Please let us know if you 

plan on attending or if you need more info 

info@k6arp.org 559-492-7675 

http://www.dxsummit.fi/
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(Continued from page 13) 

 For any ground-mounted vertical installation, plan for 
all radials to be laid out evenly spaced and straight 
away from the Radial Plate in all directions. For an 
smaller irregular lot where all radials cannot all be an 
optimal long length, each radial should travel as far as 
it can. Many times I have used the phrase "fill the 
available space with straight, evenly spaced radials". Do 
not tie into metal fences that collect noise. The most 
benefit from the radial system is achieved when each 
radial wire is straight and they are all evenly spaced.  

So here is a way to figure out how to lay a lot of 
evenly spaced radials, regardless of their individual 
lengths, and without trying to eyeball it. 

Since your minimum radial length is 25 feet, establish a 
circle that has a radius (r) of 25 feet from the anten-
na mount. The circumference (C) of that circle is (2)
*(pi)*(r) or C =  (2)*(3.14)*(25 feet), which 
equals 157 feet. Now, if you have decided that you will 
be installing 60 radials (N = 60), the spacing (S) 
between each radial on the circle is calculated as S = 
C / N  or S = 157 feet  / 60 radials = 2.6 feet or 
about 2 feet 7 inches between each radial on the cir-
cle. If you want to put in 90 radials, then it would be 
157 feet / 90 radials = 1.74 feet/radial, or a little 
less than 1 foot 9 inches between each radial wire on 
the circle at 25 feet from the antenna mount. 

  Working this out in advance, you will not need to 
worry about how far apart the radials are where they 
end, or trying to eye-ball their spacing. When filling an 
irregular area with radials, each one will have a different 
spacing where they end. By using this measurement 
method, you will be able to make all of the radials 
evenly spaced, and as long as they can be, for maxi-
mum antenna system performance. 

If one would look carefully at the Brown/Lewis/Epstein 
paper they would see that it's not so different from 
Rudy Severn's work. Figure 30 in their paper plots re-
ceived field strength against number of radials for a 
quarter-wave vertical radiator. Compared with the theo-
retical maximum, these are the shortfalls they measured: 

15 radials: -2dB 

30 radials: -1.3dB 

60 radials: -0.7dB 

113 radials: -0.2dB 

———————————————————————————————————————-- 

W6FB  Call Sign 

The NCCC president's call sign, W6FB, has an inter-

esting history: 

 

"The *Elser-Mathes Cup* *was created in 1928* by 

U.S. Amateurs Fred Johnson Elser *(W6FB*/W7OX) 

and Stanley M. Mathes (7OE/K1CY) to be awarded 

for the “First Amateur Two-Way Communication 

Earth & Mars”. The cup is a Philippine Igorot wood 

carving, a bowl supported by two standing fig-

ures.  [Wikipedia ARRL entry] 

 

"The story of the Elser-Mathes cup appeared in the 

November 1969 issue of QST. 

In his article, "That Planet Mars QSO Cup," Col Fred 

Johnson Elser, W6FB, recalled meeting League 

founder Hiram Percy Maxim, W1AW, in the 1920s. 

He learned that Maxim had an interest in Mars and 

even owned a globe of "The Red Planet." Lat-

er...Elser was inspired...to offer "a unique trophy" 

for the first two-way communication with Maxim's 

"pet planet," Mars." * 

 

73 Bill n6zfo 

 

Ed Cutler, KC6LPL 
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FRESNO ENCOMM ARES/RACES by Dan Pruitt AE6SX  

73 de Dan AE6SX 

NET:  Monday 1930 hrs 

on 147.150+, PL 141.3 
Monthly: The 4th Thurs-
day of each Month, 

Salvation Army Citadel, 
1854 N. Fulton 1900 hrs, 

Training meeting. 
EmComm and Coffee:  0830 hrs, 3rd Friday 
Yosemite Falls Cafe on Blackstone and Shaw 

Web: 
www.fresnoares.com or www.fresno-races.net. 

You can contact us directly at in-

fo@fresnoares.com 

DAN PRUIT 

AE6SX 

Join us Monday nights at 1930 hrs for the  
 

  Fresno County ARES®/
RACES EmComm net  
 

on the N6HEW repeater; 147.150 positive off-
set and tone of 141.3  
 

Tune in to make or hear announcements con-

cerning events, training  
and education about emergency communica-
tions and served  
agencies in the region.  
 

  Visitors welcome.  
 

Dan, AE6SX    Gary Greenberg,  

    KI6OYW 

Fresno County ARES EC  (559) 269-1340 

and Asst. RACES Officer  g_greenberg@att.net 

ae6sx@fresnoares.com  RACES/ARES Net  

    Manager 
 

www.fresnoares.com  

www.fresno-races.net         ..._._  

 

Minnesota QSO Party 

The 13th annual Minnesota QSO Party is less two 

weeks away! There will be plenty  

of action with at least 14 mobile/rovers traveling 

the state, along with fixed stations, which should 

ensure every opportunity for all of Minnesota 's  

87 counties to be worked. 

 

We look forward to having you join us this year. 

 

For additional information on some of the tools 

available to assist you in MNQP, please read the 

expanded detail below, provided courtesy of K0RC. 

 

Visit http://www.w0aa.org/ and look for the links 

for all the details. 

Mark WA0MHJ 

Pictures from previous Hamfests 

http://www.fresnoares.com/
http://www.fresno-races.net/
mailto:ae6sx@fresnoares.com
mailto:ae6sx@fresnoares.com
mailto:ae6sx@fresnoares.com
http://www.fresnoares.com/
http://www.fresno-races.net/
http://www.w0aa.org/
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STUART “The Smiling Scot”  WB6VRJ 
 

Last nite (14 Jan 2011) was a great club meeting nite.  Someone commented about the prizes; having won a 

couple of times, I enjoy the prizes.  But I also learned something else.  Buying the tickets profits the club- 

the cost of the prizes is about one-half the purchases of the tickets-in other words, the club makes about 

100% (or more).  So I say, Keep the prizes coming in!  That's more profit to the club. 

  

The club did purchase a projector.  Craig, K6QI put on a tremendous show.  The movie was about a WW II 

radio set.  But the projector used is the club's and it was great!  The projection was very good, and the sound quality was Excellent! 

  

Of course the movie was very good.  The use of the language, and how it was projected was so great. 

  

It was interesting to see that the Club desired to have field day up at the school grounds-I can't remember the name-is it Pine Ridge, 

or Pinecrest?  Anyway, it is a good place.  Having been there, I can vouch for its comfort and safety-and it is a great operating place. 

  

It was fun to see our President, Tom, KG6KYU kg6kyu@w6to.com, pass out some Certificates of Appreciation.  That was neat!       

Hope to hear you on the FARC repeater - W6TO/R! 

 

After the QCWA lunch, Pat W6YEP, took me over to the Fresno Unified School District office on Brawley.  On the wall they had 

the original drawings for the Fresno High School.  Not really blueprints, but drawing, from which blue prints could be made.  What 

is awesome is that these drawing were made in 1920—and drawn by hand-no Computer Assisted Drawing then!  They drawing 

were a delight to see, since Wilson Island is only a block south of FHS. 

 

I am attaching a picture of YEP pointing out some details. 

 

As you were there, I don’t need to remind you, but a lot of chaps need to be reminded of the QCWA.  The Quarter Century Wireless 

Association consists of those hams that have been licensed more than 25 years.  It is NOT an old-timers’ club-although Jimmie 

Wakefield tried to make me think of it that way-it is just another bunch of hams getting together for a good time. 

 

At today’s lunch, Pat Fennacy, W6YEP, brought an item that all of us have used at one time or another-mainly to learn Morse Code.  

This item was really an antique, based on the code printed on it.  It was a fun thing to see.  How many of us learned on something 

like this. 

 

Earlier this month I was over on the coast at Cayucos, where it is sunny.  Occasional breezes, but NO fog as at our home QTH.  All I 

brought was my 2 meter HT, and a list of the SLO/Morro Bay repeaters.  

I did manage to make ONE contact while here-as it turns out, it was through a linked repeater system, with a chap in King City-clear 

as a bell and good quality.  The PL codes over here are different.  My old ICOM IC-2AT does not have those codes, but my V-8 

does.  No, I don't drink the V-8-I just talk at it.    de STUART  WB6VRJ    

 

W6YEP looking at Fresno High 1920 plans 

Telegraph Junior Set from the 1930’s 

mailto:kg6kyu@w6to.com
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Homebrew radial connections 
Every time this topic surfaces I'm rather 

amazed that no one uses the circuit breaker 

box ground bus bar extensions sold at plac-

es like Home Depot.  They're designed to be 

essentially weatherproof, they include all 

the screws to fasten the wires, and they 

can be strung together to handle as many 

wires as you need.  No drilling, the wire 

has no place to go as you tighten the 

screw, and the bars are dirt cheap.  I 

can't imagine a simpler solution. 

 

There is absolutely no need for the radial 

connection device to be a ring or circular 

hub of any sort, but three or more of them 

could easily be arranged (connected at 

their ends) to surround the vertical ele-

ment in a diamond, square, pentagon, or 

whatever configuration if for some reason 

that should be an issue for anyone. 

73, Dave   AB7E 

 

http://www.w4nja.org/HomeBrew/KO4XJ-

Vertical-Radial-Bracket-20091206.htm 

 

 

Good advice would be to read the infor-

mation by N6LF, who has done a lot of work 

on this subject.  Start here: 

http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/ 

This is from the ARRL Antenna Book: 

Practical Suggestions For Vertical Ground 

Systems: 

Experimental measurements and calculations 

show that with this number, the loss re-

sistance decreases the antenna efficiency 

by 30% to 50% for a 0.25 wavelength verti-

cal, depending on soil characteristics. In 

general, a large number- at least 16 radi-

als should be used if at all possible.  A 

large number of radials even though some or 

all of them must be short is preferable to 

a few long radials for a vertical antenna 

mounted on the ground. 

The conductor size is relatively unim-

portant as mentioned before: #12 to #22 

copper wire is suitable. 

a.. If you install only 16 radials  they 

need not be very long - 0.1 lambda is suf-

ficient.  

b.. If you have the wire, the space and the 

patience to lay down 120 radials (optimal 

configuration), they should be 0.4 lambda 

long. . This radial system will gain about 

3 dB over the 16-radial case.  

  c.. If you install 36 radials that are 

0.15 lambda long, you will lose 1.5 dB com-

pared to optimal configuration.  

The DX Engineering Radial Plate, is the 

most cost effective longest lasting solu-

tion available for immediate attachment of 

radials.  

As many folks know, the more radials you 

install the better, up to a break point of 

the cost in wire and effort versus the ben-

efit of overall relative gain. The length 

of ground radials is much less important. 

For the multi-band vertical, it would be 

great if all of them could be 65 feet or 

more, but we know most will be a maximum of 

55 feet long.  

  For most hams, the number of radials to 

install for a ground-mounted vertical an-

tenna should be calculated from the amount 

of wire that is available. That calculation 

has been written about many times.  

(continued on p. 10) 

 

 

http://www.w4nja.org/HomeBrew/KO4XJ-Vertical-Radial-Bracket-20091206.htm
http://www.w4nja.org/HomeBrew/KO4XJ-Vertical-Radial-Bracket-20091206.htm
http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/
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Subject:  Nostalgia 

 

Ahhh yes .. them good 'ol daze … 

 

http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmat-

1.shtml 

 

My novice rig. 

Fond memories of: 

-  Grinding crystals to QSY  (and adding graphite to 

go back .. doesn't work very well) 

-  Burned finger tips from pulling the 6L6 out while 

hot (many times) because I melted the plate. 

-  Getting a knock on the door by W6OA saying 

folks were answering my 40m CQ on 20m. 

-  Getting knocked across the room by finding the 

B+ line. 

-  Hitting myself in the face by getting my fingers 

across the cathode keyed J-38 (many times). 

-  Working a guy in SC as my first ever QSO at 

barely 5wpm. 

KB;  Alan  AD6E 

 

 

My first Heathkit was a crystal controlled AT-1 

transmitter and I was able to work 49 states with it 

in 1960 as a Novice. I moved up to a Heathkit 

DX-40 when I earned my General Class license. I 

also stopped using crystal control and using lead 

pencils to lower frequencies on my army surplus 

crystals and I built a Heathkit VF-1 VFO. WOW! It 

was wonderful having a VFO. Later in 1965 I built 

one of the first Heathkit SB-100 transceivers and 

in 1996 I built a Heathkit SB-200 linear amplifier. 

 

I still have my original SB-100 transceiver and SB-

200 linear amplifier and they still work. Over the 

years I have purchased and restored replacement 

Heathkit equipment including an AT-1, DX-40, VF-1 

and DX-100. I still actively use the SB-100 and SB-

200 and several times a year I fire up the AT-1 

and/or the DX-40 and use them on CW.  The re-

ceiver? I have restored a beautiful old antique Hal-

licrafters SX-42. My first real receiver back in 1960 

was a Hallicrafters SX-42 and I still think it was and 

still is a 70 pound 19 inch wide thing of beauty!!! 

 

I also got knocks on the door when I used my origi-

nal homebrew transmitter using four 6L6 metal 

tubes mounted upside down in a coffee can filled 

with water but I never had an RFI complaint with 

my little Heathkit AT-1 or with the DX-40. Maybe 

my neighbors in Sacramento in those days just 

gave up. :-) 

73, Ted, K6XN  ex WV6LDC in 1960.  

 

I think I built about half of everything Heath made 

in the 60's and 70's and when I had my repair busi-

ness I specialized in Heath, Collins and Drake. The 

only regret I ever had was building their color TV 

kit. I thought I would never finish it. I never did get 

it properly aligned. 

 

Tom Taormina, K5RC 

The Comstock Memorial Station, W7RN 

Virginia City NV   

(continued on p. 19) 

 

 

Phone or CW on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 11 and 10 meters. 

Built-in VFO, modulator, and power supplies. 5-point TVI 

suppression. 
Kit contains all parts—tunes—hardware—cabinet, etc.—

Easy-to-build. 
Coils are pre-wound and cable is pre-harnessed. 

High quality components are used throughout for reliable per-
formance. 
 

Heath DX-100 

http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmat-1.shtml
http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmat-1.shtml
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My Blackberry Is Not Working  Short Humor 
UTube____________________________________ 

These Q signals most often need to be expressed 

with clarity in amateur work: 

QRA What is the name of your station? 

QRG Call for exact frequency. 

QRH Does my frequency vary? 

QRL Are you busy? 

QRO Shall I increase power? Increase power 

QRP Shall I decrease power? Decrease power 

QRQ Shall I send faster? Send faster (WPM) 

QRS Shall I send more slowly? 

QRT Shall I stop sending? Stop sending. 

QRU Have you anything for me? 

QRV Are you ready? I am ready. 

QRW Shall I inform ―—― that you are calling kHz? 

QRX When will you call me again? 

QRY What is my turn? Your turn is numbered. 

QRZ Who is calling me? 

QSA What is the strength of my signals? 

QSB Are my signals fading? Your signals are fading. 

QSD Is my keying defective? 
 

————————————————————————————————————————- 

Watch the plasma fire fingers erupt from the Sun in January 
2011 
 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4Bz-8X_blU> 
 
Also: Watch the sunspots as the move across the Sun - 2011-
Jan-01 to   
2011-Jan-23 as seen by SDO AIA at the 4500-Angstrom 
wavelength 
 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wynyiETcUgo> 
 
de Dave, W6TE 

http://www.flixxy.com/my-blackberry-is-not-working.htm 

http://www.flixxy.com/my-blackberry-is-not-working.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4Bz-8X_blU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wynyiETcUgo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wynyiETcUgo
http://www.flixxy.com/my-blackberry-is-not-working.htm
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KW6N/7    During December Benny Williams took a trip to Yuma, Arizona to visit relatives and warm up 

a bit.  Renting a trailer home for sixteen days, he was able to put up a dipole with 40 feet of portable 

mast, and many of the hams in Fresno were able to talk to him on 80M and 40M.  He worked locals in 

Yuma and DX in the evenings.  Rig was the FT-450 with the Ameritron solid state amp and MFJ 70 amp 

switching power supply.    

 

 

KW6N/7  Benny goes portable in Arizona 

Upcoming ARRL Section, State and Division Conventions and Events 

 

February 5 -- ARRL South Carolina Section Convention, North Charleston, South Carolina; ARRL Virginia 

State Convention, Richmond, Virginia 

February 11-13 -- ARRL Southeastern Division Convention, Orlando, Florida 

February 18-19 -- ARRL Arizona State Convention, Yuma, Arizona 

http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/south-carolina-section-convention-1
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/virginia-state-convention-frostfest-2011
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/virginia-state-convention-frostfest-2011
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/southeastern-division-convention-orlando-hamcation
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/arizona-state-convention-yuma-hamfest-emergency-preparedness-show
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According to NASA, the nanosatellite was last heard 

at 1354 UTC on January 21. Telemetry indicates that 

the sail deployed on schedule and the satellite is now 

believed to be out of power, which NASA said was to 

be expected. NASA is now asking for visual tracking 

and sighting reports of NanoSail-D, which is about 

650 km above the Earth. According to the agency, 

when the nanosatellite's sail reflects off the Sun, it 

could be up to 10 times as bright as the planet Venus 

-- especially later in the mission when the sail de-

scends to lower orbits. You can track NanoSail-D on 

the web or on your smart phone. NASA estimates 

that NanoSail-D will remain in low Earth orbit (LEO) 

between 70 and 120 days, depending on atmospheric 

conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Amateur Radio in Space: NASA's Nano 

satellite Heard by Hams 

When a NASA nanosatellite -- NanoSail-D -- ejected 

unexpectedly on January 17 from the Fast Affordable 

Scientific and Technology Satellite (FASTSAT), the 

agency called upon Amateur Radio operators to help 

track it. NASA asked radio amateurs to listen on 

437.270 MHz for the signal and verify that NanoSail-

D was operating. NASA received almost 470 teleme-

try packets from 11 countries.  

The NanoSail-D beacon sent an AX.25 packet every 

10 seconds; the packet contained data about the 

spacecraft's systems operation. Listen here for a re-

cording of the nanosatellite's beacon, made by Hank 

Hamoen, PA3GUO, on January 21. 

Once the NanoSail-D team received confirmation 

that the nanosatellite did indeed ejcect, NanoSail-D 

principal investigator Dean Alhorn quickly enlisted 

Alan Sieg, WB5RMG, and Stan Sims, N4PMF, to try 

to pick up NanoSail-D's radio beacon. Both hams 

work at the Marshall Space Flight Center in Hunts-

ville, Alabama. 

"The timing could not have been better," Sieg said. 

"NanoSail-D was going to track right over Huntsville, 

and the chance to be the first ones to hear and de-

code the signal was irresistible." Right before 2300 

UTC on January 17, they heard a faint signal. As the 

spacecraft soared overhead, the signal grew strong-

er and the operators were able to decode the first 

packet: NanoSail-D was alive and well. "You could 

have scraped Dean off the ceiling. He was bouncing 

around like a new father," Sieg recalled.  

According to NASA, the nanosatellite was last heard 

at 1354 UTC on January 21. Telemetry indicates that 

the sail deployed on schedule and the satellite is 

now believed to be out of power, which NASA said 

was to be expected. NASA is now asking for visual 

tracking and sighting reports of NanoSail-D, which is 

about 650 km above the Earth. According to the 

agency, when the nanosatellite's sail reflects off the 

Sun, it could be up to 10 times as bright as the plan-

et Venus -- especially later in the mission when the 

sail descends to lower orbits. You can track NanoSail

-D on the web or on your smart phone. NASA esti-

mates that NanoSail-D will remain in low Earth orbit 

(LEO) between 70 and 120 days, depending on at-

mospheric conditions. 

http://spaceweather.com/flybys/
http://simpleflybys.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1vZfm500hE
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/smallsats/nanosaild.html
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/smallsats/fastsat/10-156.html
http://www.arrl.org/news/nasa-seeks-amateur-radio-operators-aid-to-listen-for-nanosatellite-s-beacon-signal
http://nanosaild.engr.scu.edu/nanosaild2_pa3guo_20jan2011.mp3
http://spaceweather.com/flybys/
http://simpleflybys.com/
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 Classic Exchange "CX" 
January 30, 2011 - CW  

February 13, 2011 -AM-SSB-FM  

Operating on 160-80-40-20-15-10-6-2  
The CX is a no-pressure contest celebrating the older 

commercial and homebrew equipment that was the 

pride and joy of ham shacks many decades ago. 

The object is to encourage restoration, operation and 

enjoyment of this older "Classic" equipment.  

However, you need not operate a Classic rig to partici-

pate in the CX. YOU MAY USE ANY RIG in the 

contest although new gear is a distinct scoring disad-

vantage.  

You can still work the "great ones" with modern 

equipment.  

There are new Bonus Scores for using the same 

model rigs as your Novice station and for using 

Hammarlund receiver or Johnson transmitter.  
This CX will be conducted on two Sundays separated 

by the Super Bowl. Hopefully these dates will avoid 

the RTTY and large state QSO parties.  

The first Sunday will be CW only.  

The second Sunday will AM - SSB - FM only.  

There will be CX recognition for high scores in AM, 

SSB, FM, and CW as well as overall. 

WHEN - WHERE - WHAT 

WHEN 
The CW CX will run from 1400 UTC January 30 to 

0800 UTC January 31, 2011 

(9 AM Eastern Time on Sunday to 3 AM Eastern 

Time Monday)  

Send: "CQ CX"  

The AM - SSB - FM CX will run from 1400 UTC 

February 13 to 0800 UTC February 14, 2010. 

(9 AM Eastern Time on Sunday to 3 AM Eastern 

Time Monday) 

Call: "CQ Classic Exchange" 

WHAT 
Exchange your name, RST, QTH (state US, prov-

ince for Canada, country for DX), receiver and 

transmitter manufacturer/model (homebrew send 

final amp tube or transistor type) and other inter-

esting conversation.  

The same station may be worked with different 

equipment combinations on each band and in each 

mode.  

Non-participating stations may be worked for 

score if all required information is exchanged.  

All QSOs must be direct radio communications - 

not through repeaters or the Internet 

 

WHERE 

Suggested Frequencies -- plus/minus QRM 

Listen up and down 5 to 10 Kc for crystal controlled stations 

 

 160 80 40 20 15 10 6 2 

CW 1.810 mc. 3.545 mc. 7.045 mc. 14.045 mc. 21.135 mc. 28.050 mc. 50.100 mc. 144.100 mc. 

AM 1.890 mc. 3.880 mc. 7.290 mc. 14.286 mc. 21.420 mc. 29.000 mc. 50.300 mc. 144.300 mc. 

SSB 1.885 mc. 3.870 mc. 7.280 mc. 14.270 mc. 21.370 mc. 28.390 mc. 50.125 mc. 144.200 mc. 

2m  144.1 CW, 144.2 SSB, 144.3 AM Ed, WA6U looking for 

his glasses 

“I know they are here 

somewhere” 
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 Solar Update  

Tad "Like a comet pulled from orbit as it passes a 

Sun" Cook, K7RA, reports: The average daily sun-

spot numbers were up for the past week (ending 

January 26) by more than 11 points to 32.6, com-

pared to the previous week.  

The average daily solar flux rose more than 3 

points to 83.5. The planetary A index average 

was down 2 points to 2.9, and mid-latitude A in-

dex was down 1.5 points to 2.4.  

The latest prediction from NOAA/USAF shows low-

er solar activity with solar flux for January 27-28 

at 79 and 78, then 76 for January 29 through 

February 2, 78 on February 3-4 and 80 on Febru-

ary 5-6. They show planetary A index at 5 on Jan-

uary 27-February 2, then 10 on February 3-4 and 

7 on February 5. Geophysical Institute Prague 

sees quiet conditions January 28 through Febru-

ary 1, quiet to unsettled February 2 and unsettled 

February 3.  

Look for more information on the ARRL website 

on Friday, January 28. For more information con-

cerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Tech-

nical Information Service Propagation page. This 

week's "Tad Cookism" is brought to you by Ste-

phen Schwartz's For Good from the musical Wick-

ed. 

 

The Sun, as seen on Thursday, January 27, 2011 

from NASA's SOHO Extreme Ultraviolet Imaging Tele-

scope. This image was taken at 304 Angstrom; the 

bright material is at 60,000 to 80,000 Kelvin. 

 

More HeathKit nostalgia    (continued from p. 14) 

 

I remember visiting the Heathkit factory in Benton Harbor, MI, while at Pennellwood  Resort (Berrien 

Springs, MI) with my family in 1975 or so. They had a waterfall at one end of the paint room, to collect 

the paint particles floating in the air. I thought that was really cool. 

My Novice setup ca. 1975: 

HR-10B (http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmhr-10.shtml) - my dad and I built this 

HG-10B (http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmhg-10.shtml) - bought used 

DX-60B (http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmdx-60.shtml) - bought used 

Some other fond memories from my novice days: 

Building a WB4VVF Accu-Keyer, only to do a lousy job wiring the AC supply and frying the whole thing, 

in an explosive kind of way.  Climbing 60ft up in a couple of trees to hang dipoles, and not killing my-

self (oh, wait, I did that again in 2009 :-) 

- Gordon KM6I (WN8YVI back then) 

Heathkit was important to novices in the 60’s and 70’s.  My first RX was a SX-140.  My friend 

WB6HYD, Tom, had a HR-10B and could always hear better.  We all graduated to SB-101’s, the poor 

man’s (or student’s) Collins.  - John, K6MI (WB6ITM back then) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5WNeBZ4rBU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5WNeBZ4rBU
http://www.arrl.org/propagation-of-rf-signals
http://www.arrl.org/propagation-of-rf-signals
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5WNeBZ4rBU
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wicked_%28musical%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wicked_%28musical%29
http://sohowww.nascom.nasa.gov/data/realtime/realtime-update.html
http://sohowww.nascom.nasa.gov/data/realtime/realtime-update.html
http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmhr-10.shtml
http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmhg-10.shtml
http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmdx-60.shtml
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            2011 AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS 

UNLICENSED THRU EXTRA CLASS 

Sponsored By the FRESNO Volunteer Exam (VE) TEAM 

And The  

FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
 

Exams for all Amateur license classes will be conducted on the following dates in Fresno California.  All 

exams are given on Saturday and begin at 9:30 AM. 

   

    Feb 12 May 14 Aug 13 Nov 10      

  

LOCATION: ....Bonaventure Mobile Home Park,  1724 Minnewawa Ave Clovis CA 93612-2545.  Exams 

are held in the community room. 

DIRECTIONS:  From Highway 99 South of Fresno, exit Clovis Ave. Go north to Shaw and turn left on 

Shaw to Minnewawa.  Turn right on Minnewawa and then left to the Mobile Home Park..  From Highway 

41 or Highway 99 North of Fresno, take Shaw Ave. exit, turn right (East), to Minnewawa Ave and turn 

left. Then turn left into the Mobile Home Park. 

 

Theory exams are multiple choice. Priority mail is used to send paperwork to ARRL, who sends data to 

FCC via electronic mail, thus assuring the fastest possible service on new licenses, which typically arrive 

in about two weeks. 

 

BRING. Two ID’s, one with photo.  Taxpayer ID Number (Social Security Number),  or FCC Registration 

Number (preferred).  Fee $15.00 per test session.  Bring Exact change.  Original and copy of Amateur 

License if upgrading.  Talk in on 146.94 repeater. 

 

Walk in’s only, no pre-registration. 

 

More Info?? Contact Charles, (559) 431-2038  
 

4364 E. Ashlan Ave. * Fresno Ca. 93726 

Phone (559) 227-2986 

Shop at SPARKY’S for all your electronic needs. 

Everything in electronics for: 

HOBBYIST 

DO-IT-YOURSELFER 
EXPERIMENTER 

Professional and Amateur Radio publications, 

Since 1963 

Shortwave radios-Parts-Tools 

Computer Accessories-LAN-Data Comm. 
Cables and wire. 
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 ARLS002 ARIS Sat-1 Blasts Off 
 

ZCZC AS02   

QST de W1AW   

Space Bulletin 002  ARLS002 

From ARRL Headquarters   

Newington, CT  January 28, 2011 

To all radio amateurs 

 

SB SPACE ARL ARLS002 

ARLS002 ARISSat-1 Blasts Off 

 

At 0132 UTC January 28, a Soyuz-U rocket lifted off 

from the Baikonur Space Center in Kazakhstan car-

rying the Russian Progress M-09M cargo vehicle to 

orbit for a rendezvous with the International Space 

Station (ISS). 

 

In addition to delivering fuel, oxygen, food and oth-

er supplies, the Progress contains the new AMSAT 

ARISSat-1 Amateur Radio satellite.  Progress is 

scheduled to dock with the space station on January 

30 at 0240 UTC. 

 

ARISSat-1 will be manually jettisoned from the ISS 

during a spacewalk on February 16. The satellites 

features a new software defined transponder that 

will provide simultaneous 2-meter FM, CW, BPSK 

transmissions, as well as a Mode U/V (70 cm uplink, 

2 meter downlink) transponder. 

 

More information is available at the AMSAT-NA web-

site at 

http://www.amsat.org/amsat-new/index.php,  

and in the February 2011 issue of QST magazine. 

November SS CW Results for 
the SJV section 
San Joaquin Valley 
 
High Power 
WC6H 191,680 1,198 80 B 
W6SX 174,876 1,121 78 B 
AK7G 68,640 440 78 B 
W6XK 42,920 290 74 B 
 
Low Power 
K2VCO 84,396 541 78 A 
NZ6Q 37,592 254 74 A 
NF6P 31,950 225 71 A 
K6CSL 21,000 175 60 A 
NA6G 18,762 159 59 A 
NU6N 1,612 31 26 A 
 
QRP 5 watts 
K6MI 33,654 237 71 Q 
 
Unlimited 
N6NZ 90,244 586 77 U 
AF6EV 80,800 505 80 U 
N2NS 43,680 273 80 U 
K6LE 27,122 191 71 U 
N6EE 19,072 149 64 U 

Lee, AC6WS registering at hamfest at the Fresno State Hamfest 

http://www.amsat.org/amsat-new/index.php
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FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

P.O. Box 5912 
Fresno, CA 93755-5912 

Send To: 

F.A.R.C. DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR FOR FULL MEMBER-
SHIP. Additional family members in the same household 

are $5.00 each per year. Make checks payable to F.A.R.C. 
and send to: 

P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, Ca. 93755-5912.  
 

Upcoming 2011 

Fresno Amateur Radio 

Club 
   Activities and Events  

 
Meetings on the 2nd Fri-

day of the month 

FD on the 4th full week-
end in June 

Banquet Dinner next De-
cember 

Club Picnic in summer 

Annual swap meet at 

the November meeting 

 

                    

 

 

2011 Fresno Amateur Radio Club Application 

                                                                                                     Date ______ 

Name _________________________________________         Call sign _________ 

Address ___________________________________ State ____ Zip ____________ 

Home Phone ___________________ Business Phone _______________________ 

Occupation ______________________________ Birth Date _________________ 

Spouses Name ______________________ Anniversary Date _________________ 

License Class _______________________ First Year Licensed ________________ 

Email Address _______________________________ARRL  Y____N____ 

I am interested in serving on one of the committees. Please contact me with more 
details. _____ 

FARC – PO BOX 5912, FRESNO, CA 93755-5912 

 


