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FARC General Meetings 
are held the 2nd Friday of 

each month, 7 p.m. at Cedar 

Lanes  unless otherwise    

noted.  Stay tuned in for June 

announcement. 

__________________ 

2012 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  

1st Tuesday of each month at 

WB6VRJ’s QTH. 

__________________ 

 
FARC Nets 

Morning Drive Time Net: 

Weekday mornings-7:30—

8:00 a.m.  

W6TO/R 146.940   

Tech Net: 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net: 
Sundays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

 

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc.    P.O. Box 5912, 

 

Well, while we did not have too many April show-

ers, let us hope for a lot of May flowers.   

  

Right now, as I write this, I am leaving Chica-

go.  The train people-yes I am riding a train, and 

enjoying it a bunch-no TSA, no x-ray of me or my 

wife, real meals and real Gin & Tonics [no martinis-

darn!]- are using their walkie talkies-like our little 

two meter hand-held.  It is fun to hear them.  I 

think most are on 160 MHz.  But as I think of those radios, I look back to 

when the FCC tried to give us CB to have everybody communicate-then 

came the bag-phone, followed eventually by the cell phone.  Now we 

have that plus the Internet.  So more people can blab at each other, 

more than before. 

  

But the nice thing is we still have Amateur Radio.  Sure, it has undergone 

some evolution, what with Packet and other forms, but essentially it is 

the fact that we can communicate with each other and that we do enjoy a 

special spirit of friendliness and camaraderie that no one else has.  That’s 

what makes Ham Radio so great-while our equipment has changed a bit, 

it remains a good form of communication-so much so that those related 

to Emergency Communications are still very reliable and still very useful, 

even when the other forms of communication breakdown, and are not 

useable. 

  

What’s equally nice is that our club has seen a good influx of new hams-I 

have said it to them before and I will say it now:  WELCOME! It is good to 

have you on board and I hope that the old-timers 

will help you (as they should) grow and advance in 

Ham Radio. 

  

So, let’s all flower and help these newbies, and 

each other, grow and prosper in our wonderful 

world of hamdom. 

  

73,     W. Stuart Home 
 

Our next meeting will be the second Friday of the month, May 11. 

SKIPSKIP  

May meeting! 

Heavy Metal! 

Not the music, but trans-

mitters over 1,000 lb. in 

weight!    Listen to them 

on 3.870 am, or 1.945 

am.  There are several 

on the air in this area, 

and more being restored. 

Fresno,  
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FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FARC Officers: 

Stu Home, Pres. – WB6VRJ  wb6vrj@w6to.com     (559) 485-8659 12/2013 

Gabriel Moreno, V.P. - N6OSB n6osb@w6to.com     (559) 225-0701  12/2013 

Jim Erbe, Sec.   - W6NIF  w6nif@w6to.com  (559) 222-7524  12/2012 

Ron Hunt, Treas. - N6MTS  n6mts@w6to.com (559) 289-8514  12/2012 

Board Members: 

Aaron Lusk, K6USY   k6usy@w6to.com (559) 301-1022 12/2012 

Ken Holden, WA6OIB   wa6oib@w6to.com (559) 323-6753  12/2012 

Joseph Capell, W0PJD  W0PJD@me.com  (559) 225-3582  12/2013 

Jack Baker, AC6LT    ac6lt@CVIP.net (559) 297-4311 12/2012 

Mark Ward, N6IB   n6ib@w6to.com (559) 299-7808        12/2013 

John McGraw, AE6QR     (559) 255-2349   12/2012 

 
Mark every Thursday on your calendar for lunch at the Sil-
ver Dollar Hofbrau, corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw Ave. Gath-

ering is at 11:30 A.M. in the back room. 
 

Breakfast on Mondays and Saturdays at Jeb’s 
Blueberry Café located at Blackstone and Da-

kota, starting at 7am.  
 
Also Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite Falls 

Cafe at Blackstone  and Shaw starting at 8am.  
 

Join the DX’ers for breakfast on the first Sat. 
of the month at Carrows on Blackstone/Ashlan 
at 7 A.M. in the back room. 

 
The Quarter Century Wireless Association 

Lunch is held on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at Carrows on Blackstone.   

 Date  Event   

    
 

DX Breakfast           May 5, 7 A.M. 

May FARC  May 11 

 

Turlock Amateur Radio Club (W6BXN) May 26, 

2012 – Auctions to be held at the First United 

Methodist Church in Turlock.  Please see additional 

information at  http://w6bxn.org/  

   

Gold Country Swap   May 23 info p. 14 
DX Breakfast   June 2 
ARRL VHF Contest   June  9-10 
Field Day    June 23-24 

Club picnic   TBA 

Christmas dinner  Dec. 14 

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They 

support us not only in revenue for the 
club but they also allow us space on the 

counters and shelves for copies of SKIP 
and other club announcements.  

 

Send Skip items to Skip editor John Morrice, 
K6MI at:  

k6mi@pacbell.net 
 

You can download this and past Skip issues 

under the Document Archive menu by visiting 

w6to.com. 

Be a net control op!  Contact Joe, WA6FFJ at: 

joenailbender@earthlink.net 

mailto:wb6vrj@w6to.com
mailto:n6osb@w6to.com
mailto:wa6nif@w6to.com
mailto:n6mts@w6to.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:w0pjd@me.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
mailto:n6ib@w6to.com
http://w6bxn.org/
http://w6to.com
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Membership Attendance drawing for April was won 

by Red, W6AE, who 

was  there and collected  

$30. $10 will be drawn 

next month.   Must 

be present to win.   

Thanks to Richard, KE6SHL, Duane, KI6QEL, Rob, AE6GE, and 

Jim, W6NIF  for providing the photographs included in SKIP.  

 

Corrections to last months Skip!   
Our sharp eyed readers are on the lookout for everything!  

Golden issue last time.    
More new prizes at the April meeting!  Thanks, 

Mike!  The raffle helps pay for the meeting room. 

 

 

Christmas Dinner  will be at YOSEMITE FALLS CAFÉ ON 

BLACKSTONE- similar to last year.  There will be linens and 

red and white décor with Salmon, Steak and Chicken with Vege-

tables. 

 

 WE ARE SET FOR FRIDAY, 14 DECEMBER AT 1800 

 

ARRL Section Man-

ager for the SJV  
Section, Dan, 

AE6SX.  Dan’s SJV 
news is found at 

arrl.org 

 

 
 

 

Last month at the FARC meeting, Joe, W0PJD, gave 

us a great lecture/program on Marconi.   

 

He was the first amateur radio kid experimenting in 

the attic of his family farmhouse and the first to send 

a radio wave across the Atlantic ocean. He also 

founded a company that revolutionized wireless com-

munication. 

 

He depended on the electronic knowledge of the time, 

1901, and there wasn't much of it. He also depended 

on spark gap to create signals and huge antennas to 

receive them and this was before even crystal sets. 

 

Joe Capell has been a fan for a long time of the wire-

less pioneer Marconi.  

 

The talk also noted the actual people whose names 

have become common in our field, Faraday, Max-

well, Volta, Galvani and Hertz, and how they contrib-

uted to the origin of radio. 
 

Thanks, Joe! 

 

arrl.org
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Local Amateur Radio Repeaters 
 Organization  Call Sign   Frequency  Offset  PL 

 AARC   WB6QDN   146.610    -  NONE 

 CARP   K6ARP    147.675    -  141.3 

 CARP   N6JXL    224.380    -  141.3 

 CARP   K6ARP    444.725    -  141.3 

 CARP   NI6M    440.350   +  141.3 

 CONDOR  WB6BRU   224.900    -  156.7 

 FARC   W6TO    146.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    223.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    444.200    -  141.3 

 FRESNO  N6MTS    145.230    -  141.3 

 KINGS ARC  KA6Q    145.110    -  100.0 

 KJ6KO   KJ6JO    927.6625/902.0125  -  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   147.180    +  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   441.175    -  146.2 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   146.850    -  141.3 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   443.250    +  107.2 

 RACES   N6HEW   147.150    +  141.3 

 SJVARS  KE6JZ    146.820    -  141.3 

 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN   147.030    +  100.0 

 W6NIF   W6NIF    444.100    +  100.0 

 WIN/SYSTEM  K6JSI    146.790    -  100.0 

 

Birthdays:  
05/17 Dan, AE6SX 

05/21 Ron, N6MTS 
05/26 William, KJ6NLA 

 

Anniversaries: 
None reported in the club data base.   

To see your dates here, please report 
additional info to the club secretary. 

 
DX Breakfast 
 
The next Fresno DX Breakfast is Saturday May 5,  
at Carrow’s Restaurant, 4280 N. Blackstone in 
Fresno. The group gathers between 0700 and 0800 
hours. We have the back room until about 10:00 
AM.  The breakfast is the first Sat. of the month. 
June 2 is the next breakfast for the DX group. 
 
“The only way to be loud....is to transmit.” 
 
 DX is the one you do not have confirmed!! 
 
 DXing is 90% mental -- the other half is physical.  
N2MG  
 
To check on foreign postage go to http://
www.k4hb.com/postage/html  
 

 

Ten meter net, CW and Phone, every 
Wednesday 

7 P.M. for CW at 28.140 
8 P.M. for SSB at 28.445 

 
This is a local net, the cw part run by 

KF6ZXO, and the SSB part by Doyle, 
W6OEZ.  Have fun checking in on one or 

both modes. 
 

Also at 7 P.M. is our own FARC Tech Net, 
with AC6LT on the W6TO repeaters. 

 
News flash– new gmail app: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=1KhZKNZO8mQ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=1KhZKNZO8mQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=1KhZKNZO8mQ
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Do you know what a rettysnitch is?  Follow this link for more info: 

http://rettysnitch.org/ 

 

Pictures from the DX Convention in April.  From  l. to r.– 

Jerry, K6PKO, Crazy George, KI6CG, Arlen, WB6VAF, 

Marty, KG6QKJ, and Benny, KW6N. 

http://rettysnitch.org/
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THE DX CORNER by Charles McConnell W6DPD  

 
May 2012 

 
DX is the one you don’t have confirmed 

 
If you want help with DX, you can contact the local members of the Central California DX Club for some assistance.  Charles W6DPD 431-
2038, Perry K6XJ 299-2802, or Jim WS6X 292-8353 can give you advice.  The big thing about finding DX is to tune the bands.  Check out the 
Central California DX Club Web page at http://www.ccdxc.org for information and useful links. 
 
The local DX’ers meet on the first Saturday of the month for breakfast at Carrow’s, 4280 N. Blackstone in Fresno.  The group gathers be-
tween 0700 and 0800.  All are welcome. 
 
Check out www.spaceweather.com and www.solarham.com for information on the solar cycle.  The higher the solar flux and the lower the A 
and K Indices, the better the band conditions.  The sun is not cooperating by providing sunspots at this time; there are lots of blank days. 
 
The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978-0970.  You can send up to 10 address labels and $0.80 for 
each envelope to the address above.  They will put 1 unit of First Class postage on the envelope.  If you work DX, you should have envelopes 
at the bureau so you can get your cards. 
 
The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service has raised the rates for sending ARRL members QSL cards to foreign countries.  The new rate is $2 for up to 
10 cards in one envelope, $3 for 11 to 20 cards in one envelope and 75 cents per ounce for more than 20 cards. 
 
Postage rates around the world are constantly changing.  To see current rates go to http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm where 
you can find the current postal rates for most of the countries of the world.  IRCs can be ordered online from the US Post Office. To check on 
foreign postage, you can go to http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html. To learn about addressing envelopes to everywhere in the world, go to http://

www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/ for a discussion and examples.  IMPORTANT.  U.S. Postage rates increase on January 22, 2012.  First Class 
Letters will be $0.45. Postcards will be $0.32.  Letters to Canada and Mexico will be $0.85.  Letters to other countries will be $1.05.  IRC’s 
now cost $2.20 each. 

If you don’t get a DX Bulletin and you belong to ARRL, you should register on the members only web page and check the box for the ARRL 
DX Bulletin.  This one is emailed each Thursday.   Or you can go to the ARRL web page in the News/ Bulletin section and view the bulletins 
there.  You can also read the OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the web.  Search OP DX Bulletin or 425 DX Bulletin to get the URL.  
You can subscribe to the Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX too.  These bulletins will keep you informed of DX operations and QSL information. 
 
The following operations are scheduled: 
Djibouti J28AA now for at least a year 
Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2 
Djibouti J28UC July to 2013 
Angola D2CQ February 2010 for a few years. 
Midway Island, KH4/W5FJG May 29, 2011 for 1 year 
Ascension Island ZD8D maybe an October 2011 start 
Jarvis Island KH5 Postponed to November-December 2012 
Clipperton Island TX5Q? CANCELLED 
Guinea-Bissau J52DX March 24 to April 16, 2012 
Jan Mayen JX9JKA March 29, 2012 to March 20, 2013 
St. Barthelemy TO3X April 16 to April 30, 2012 
Mali TZ5T April 12 to April 27, 2012 CANCELLED 
Vanuatu YJ0VK April 21 to May 5, 2012 
Mozambique C91JR April 22 to May 10, 2012 
Gibraltar ZQ3M and ZQ3ER May 5 to June 10, 2012 
Seychelles S78RR May 15 to May 23, 2012 
Macau XX9? May 17 to May 23, 2012 
St. Paul Island CY9M July 26 to August 1, 2012 
Lesotho 7P8D July 26 to August 1, 2012 
Swains Island NH8S September 4 to 18, 2012 
Conway Reef 3D2C September 25 to October 4, 2012 
Western Kirabati T30PY October 16 to October 25, 2012 
Somalia 6O3A November 6 to November 14, 2012 
Campbell Island ZL9HR November 17 to November 30, 2012 
Temotu H40FN December 22, 2012 to January 7, 2013 
Heard Island VK0/H February 2013 CANCELLED 
 

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information.  As the time for the operation is at hand, watch the DX Summit (www.dxsummit.fi) for 
listings.  There are a number of state QSO parties each year. Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web page.  State QSO parties are a 
good place to collect states for your Worked All States award. ARRL Log Book of the World now supports the Worked All States Award. 

 
Good luck, tune the dial, and listen. 

http://www.ccdxc.org/
http://www.spaceweather.com/
http://www.solarham.com/
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html
http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/
http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/
http://www.dxsummit.fi/
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 Hidden TX Hunt, May 19, Sat. 

 
Hunt Frequency will be 146.565 MHz. We will be 
starting at the park and ride at Highway 41 and 
145.  Mike KG6MSV will be the fox for the hunt 
and will be hidden somewhere that can be heard 
from the start point.  The hunt will start at 10:00 
A.M. so arrive early to sign in. 

 
To help level the playing field we have implement-
ed participant classifications: 

Hunt on the Move (Vehicle mounted beams 
Doppler systems)  

Stop and Take Bearing (hand held beams, 
etc.)  

Basic System (HT only, body fade, etc.)  
Come on out and compete for your equipment 
classification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The following Thursdays night hunts will be after 
the CARP net on the fourth Thursday of the month: 
 May 24 
 June 28 
 July 26 
 August 23 
 September 27 
 October 25 
 November 22 
.    December 20 
 
 

The CARP Net Transmitter Hunts will be held the 4th 

Thursday of each month at 7:00pm. These hunts will 

be short and quick. These hunts will be presented in 

addition to our Saturday hunts. The fox for the Net 

hunts will be the net control station for the CARP 

Net. 

The hunt begins promptly at 7:00pm at the start of 

the CARP net. The hunt frequency is the CARP 2-

meter repeater input (147.675Mhz). Hunters will 

have only the duration of the net to find the fox. 

These hunts will help hone your T-hunting skills. 

Using the repeater input hunters will have to differ-

entiate between the fox (CARP net control station) 

and other stations that may be checking into the net. 

Typically nets run 30 minutes and the net control op-

erator will be within 1 mile of the start point, Letter-

man Park. Hunters may start from a location other 

than the start point, but will be placed in the unlim-

ited category. 

These should be quick and fun hunts. See you hunt-

ers out there! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Rob, AE6GE   Hidden Transmit Hunt organizer 

Pictures from the M2 hunt.  L-R, Shane, 

the winner, Stu and John, and Mike and 

Ron.  Pictures from Rob, AE6GE. 
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Upper left is Joe, W0PJD, giving 

the club a great history lesson at 

the April meeting.   

Pictures from Jim, W6NIF 

 

More on page 12. 
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The Motorola Story 
 
 
 
Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the many things that we take for granted actually came 
into being! It all started with a woman's suggestion! 
 
Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't. Here's the true story: 
One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends 
to a lookout point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois , to watch the sunset. It 
was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the women observed that it would be even nicer if they 
could listen to music in the car. 
 
Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear had served as a radio op-
erator in the U.S. Navy during World War I) and it wasn't long before they were taking apart a home 
radio and trying to get it to work in a car. But it wasn't as easy as it sounds: automobiles have igni-
tion switches, generators, spark plugs, and other electrical equipment that generate noisy static in-
terference, making it nearly impossible to listen to the radio when the engine was running. 
 
SIGNING ON 
One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference. 
When they finally got their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago . There they 
met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product called a "battery 
eliminator" a device that allowed battery-powered radios to run on household AC current.  
 
But as more homes were wired for electricity, more radio manufacturers made AC-powered radios. 
Galvin needed a new product to manufacture. When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio conven-
tion, he found it. He believed that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the potential to become 
a huge business. 
 
Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and when they perfected their first radio, they in-
stalled it in his Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan. Thinking it might 
sweeten the deal, he had his men install a radio in the banker's Packard. Good idea, but it didn't work 
-- Half an hour after the installation, the banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.)  
 
Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio 
at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association convention. Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the 
car outside the convention hall and cranked up the radio so that passing conventioneers could hear 
it. That idea worked -- He got enough orders to put the radio into production. 
 
WHAT'S IN A NAME 
That first production model was called the 5T71. Galvin decided he needed to come up with some-
thing a little catchier. In those days many companies in the phonograph and radio businesses used 
the suffix "ola" for their names -- Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest.  
 
Galvin decided to do the same thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he 
decided to call it the Motorola. 
 
 
 
Continued on page 10 
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Continued from page 9 
 
 
But even with the name change, the radio still had problems: 
When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a 
brand-new car for $650, and the country was sliding into the Great Depression. (By that measure, a 
radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 today.) In 1930 it took two men several days to put in a 
car radio -- The dashboard had to be taken apart so that the receiver and a single speaker could be 
installed, and the ceiling had to be cut open to install the antenna. These early radios ran on their own 
batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut into the floorboard to accommodate them. The 
installation manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of instructions. 
 
HIT THE ROAD 
Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the price of a brand-new car wouldn't have 
been easy in the best of times, let alone during the Great Depression -- Galvin lost money in 1930 and 
struggled for a couple of years after that. But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering 
Motorola's pre-installed at the factory. In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck a deal with 
B.F. Goodrich tire company to sell and install them in its chain of tire stores.  
By then the price of the radio, installation included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was 
off and running. (The name of the company would be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to 
"Motorola" in 1947.) In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios. In 1936, 
the same year that it introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a 
standard car radio that was factory preset to a single frequency to pick up police broadcasts. In 1940 
he developed with the first handheld two-way radio -- The Handie-Talkie -- for the U. S. Army. 
 
A lot of the communications technologies that we take for granted today were born in Motorola labs 
in the years that followed World War II. In 1947 they came out with the first television to sell under 
$200. In 1956 the company introduced the world's first pager; in 1969 it supplied the radio and televi-
sion equipment that was used to televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. In 1973 it invented 
the world's first handheld cellular phone. Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone manufactur-
er in the world -- And it all started with the car radio. 
 
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 
The two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car, Elmer Wavering and William Lear, end-
ed up taking very different paths in life. Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the 1950's he helped 
change the automobile experience again when he developed the first automotive alternator, replacing 
inefficient and unreliable generators. The invention lead to such luxuries as power windows, power 
seats, and, eventually, air-conditioning. 
 
Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than 150 patents. Remember eight-track tape players? 
Lear invented that.  
 
But what he's really famous for are his contributions to the field of aviation. He invented radio direc-
tion finders for planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully automatic air-
craft landing system, and in 1963 introduced his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, the 
world's first mass-produced, affordable business jet. (Not bad for a guy who dropped out of school 
after the eighth grade.) 
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FRESNO ENCOMM ARES/RACES by Glen Caine N6HEW 

NET:  Monday 1930 hrs. on 147.150+, PL 141.3 
 
Monthly: The 4th Thursday of each Month, 
Salvation Army Citadel, 1854 N. Fulton 1900 hrs. 
 
EmComm and Coffee:  0830 hrs., 3rd Friday 
Yosemite Falls Cafe on Blackstone and Shaw 
Web: 

www.fresnoares.com or www.fresno-races.net. 
Email at info@fresnoares.com 

 

 EC Report for May 
2012 

 

  

Hi All, 

 This last month activities slowed down to a 

manageable pace. Dan Pruitt, AE6SX, and Gary 

Greenburg, KI6OYW, had a meeting with the com-

mittee at Kaiser to continue the effort of getting the 

radio gear and antennas in order. The purpose is to 

make it feasible for Kaiser to contact their sister 

hospitals in the north with either vhf or uhf and the 

south with hf radios. Their antenna system was 

severally damaged last winter and is in need of re-

modeling and upgrading. Dan and Gary have been 

working with venders to compile a plan to get this 

project completed. They will continue to work on 

this and will keep us all updated on their progress. 

 This last month we helped the CARP Group 

with the March of Dimes Walk for Babies. The re-

sponsibilities were to man the rest/water stops as 

well as the golf carts that ferried the supplies from 

stop to stop. From what I have been told the pro-

ject went well, as in any exercise there is always 

room for improvement. Rob Mavis and Dan Pruit 

are waiting for the after action reports to get back 

in and they will put together a report and sugges-

tions on improvement.  The participants list is as 

follows: 

KI6OYW     GARY GREENBURG 

KG6SYA     DWAINE BREAZERALE 

KI6NHT      RANDY SCROGGINS               

KJ6EPI       KEVIN TUNER 

KJ6TYS      JOE CABRAL                          

AE6SX       DAN PRUITT 

AE6GE       ROB MAVIS                           

K6BRW      PATRICK MAY 

W6OCW     GARY GLEIN                          

AG6JI         STEVE WICHERT 

W6VPS       PAUL SULIVAN                  

KJ6UFY       DAVE TIPTON 

KB6LQV      RAY HARKINS                      

WB6GBS     BEN HAMEN 

That is all I have, if you were missed I apologize for 

that was the combined list that I had compiled. I 

would like to thank all that took part and remind 

you all that these exercises are great training and 

we not only help the community but ourselves 

when we participate.  

 Rob is now recruiting for the Shinzen Run & 

Walk 2012, held the 28th of April. If you are inter-

ested in helping give Rob a call or email. 

(aeyge@k6arp.org). as always these exercises are 

great training. Hope to see you there. 

 The monthly meeting will mostly comprise in 

preparing for Field Day. We will discuss the needed 

projects to have completed before the event. We 

will have other topic so if you’re not interested in 

Field Day come on down and join us. 

 We are looking for some people to take a turn as 

net control for the net on Monday Nights. This is 

not a difficult task and is a lot of fun. We will pro-

vide the preamble and net roster. This is a great 

way to enhance your skills by running a net for 

though times when there will be no time to train. 

During an emergency situation is not the time or 

place. If you are interested please contact Gary 

(KI6OYW) at 559-269-1340 or email 

g_greenberg@att.net  

Don’t forget the Monday Night Emcomm 

Net at 1930 hr. on the 147.15 MHz pl 141.3 we 

have some good information and camaraderie on 

the net. On the third Friday of the month there is 

an Emcomm Breakfast at YFC just north of Shaw 

on Blackstone at 0830hr and last but not least the 

Emcomm Meeting will be held on the fourth 

Thursday, at 1900 hr at the Salvation Army Citadel 

at 1854 Fulton St Fresno. 

 

Best of 73’s    GLEN CAINE (N6HEW) 

Fresno County RACES officer 

Fresno County ARES EC   

559-999-7590 

N6hew@att.net 

http://www.fresnoares.com/
http://www.fresno-races.net/
mailto:ae6sx@fresnoares.com
mailto:aeyge@k6arp.org
mailto:g_greenberg@att.net
mailto:N6hew@att.net
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 Silent Key: Fred Maia, W5YI (SK) 
 

 

 

The holder of one of the best-known US Amateur Radio call 
signs, Frederick "Fred" Maia, W5YI, of Arlington, Texas, died of 

cancer on March 28. He was 76. Maia was a leading Amateur 
Radio journalist for nearly 35 years and a pioneer of the Vol-

unteer Examiner program adopted by the FCC in 1984, and 
was the first Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) appointed 
by the FCC. Maia subsequently founded The W5YI Group in 

1986 to develop, publish and sell amateur and commercial ra-
dio license study materials. In the realm of FCC commercial 

radio licensing, Fred formed National Radio Examiners to pro-
vide examination services.  

 

 

Fred Maia, W5YI (SK) 

 

Last  month in Skip it was reported that president Stu had 

taken a slip and landed in the mud at the M2 swap meet, 

within minutes of arriving. These pictures tell the story!   

Luckily Stu was not hurt, and proceeded on to enjoy the great 

event. 



 Fresno Amateur Radio Club  

  Page 14 

EMCOMMWEST 10TH ANNIVERSARY IS COMING!!! 

Reno, NV --  Registration is now in full swing for EMCOMMWEST 2012!          This year marks the 10th 

Anniversary for the ARRL Specialty convention, and we trust it will be our biggest and best year ever!  The 

convention will once again be held at the Grand Sierra Resort in Reno, May 4 - 6.  

     We are excited that this year our special guest speaker will be Chip Margelli, K7JA who is presently an ex-

ecutive with CQ Magazine, and has a resume like no other.  Chip was one of the hams featured on the 

Jay Leno show, who beat the “texters” with Morse Code.  He spent many years with Bob Heil of Heil sound, 

and is truly a ham radio legend.  Chip will be our Saturday night banquet speaker, and will also present a spe-

cial forum during the day on Saturday May 5.   

     Remember banquet seating is limited, and this one will sell out for sure, so make your reservation early! 

    Our Keynote speaker from the ARRL will be the League's COO,  Harold Kramer, WJ1B who will bring us 

a wide range of discussion topics and information from a national level.   

    This year NARRI will enjoin with EMCOMMWEST bringing it's annual “VOIP CONFERENCE" to Reno 

for the first time, hosted by Kent Johnson, W7AOR.  This topical conference will run all day on Friday May 4, 

and seating must be reserved in advance.  For information on NARRI and it's programs, please check 

www.narri.org     

    For registration and hotel room information, please go to www.emcommwest.org  Check back often as we 

will be updating the site constantly with new information on speakers and forums and other great 

activities.  We still have room for more vendors in our vendor hall, and you may register for space on the web-

site.  

    Of course we will have a couple of great door prizes, and some very nice radios as grand prizes again this 

year!   

    If you have a forum or topic YOU would like to present, please send an email to speak-

ers@emcommwest.org.   

    For all other questions, and to volunteer as part of our team, please direct them to:  info@emcommwest.org   

We look forward to seeing you soon in Reno May 4 - 6 for the 10th Anniversary edition of EM-

COMMWEST!!!    73!  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

General License Class Offered in Fresno 

The Fresno Area Mentors and Elmers will be giving an instructional study class on the Amateur Radio 

General Class license. Classes will be held for the first two weeks in May on Tuesday and Thursday 

nights from 6:30pm to 9:00pm at the Salvation Army Citadel in downtown Fresno. 

Instruction will be from the Gordon West General Class FCC License Preparation for Element 3 General 

Class Theory - July 1 2011 thru June 30 2015. These books are available from the many bookstores 

and websites as well as Amazon.com. The slide presentations will follow the Gordo book, but you may 

also use the ARRL book as well. 

Class Dates: 

The class will be meeting the first two weeks of May on Tuesday and Thursday, with a review class on 

Friday May 10. All classes will be from 6:30pm to 9:00pm. 

 Tuesday May 1 

 Thursday May 3 

 Tuesday May 8 

 Thursday May 10 

 Friday May 11 

For more information on the class please contact Rob AE6GE info@k6arp.org or call 559-492-7675 or 

559-492-7675.     

http://www.narri.org
http://www.emcommwest.org
mailto:speakers@emcommwest.org
mailto:speakers@emcommwest.org
mailto:info@emcommwest.org
mailto:info@k6arp.org?subject=General%20ClassInfo
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            2012 AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS 

AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS   IN FRESNO 
UNLICENSED THRU EXTRA CLASS 
Sponsored by the  FRESNO VE TEAM 

And the FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 
-----ARRL VEC--- 

AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
Exams for all Amateur license classes will be conducted on the following dates in Fresno California.  
All exams are given on Saturday and begin at 9:30 AM. 
  
                           May 12                 Aug. 11                   Nov.  10 
 
LOCATION: ....Salvation Army Fresno Citadel, 1854 Fulton Street, Fresno CA 93721 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From North or South of Fresno, Take Highway 99 to Highway 180 east.  Go east on 
180 to Fulton Street off ramp.  Turn right on Fulton Street.   Go south on Fulton across Divisidero to 
San Joaquin Ave. Turn left on San Joaquin and park.  You have arrived. 
 
Theory exams are multiple choice. Priority mail is used to send paperwork to ARRL, who sends da-
ta to FCC via electronic mail, thus assuring the fastest possible service on new licenses, which typi-
cally are posted to the FCC database by the end of the week following the exam. 
 
BRING. Two ID’s, one with photo.  Taxpayer ID Number (Social Security Number), or FCC Regis-
tration Number (preferred).  Fee $15.00 per test session.  Bring exact change.  Original and copy 
of Amateur License.  Talk in on 146.94 repeater. 
 
Walk in’s only, no pre-registration.       More Info?? Contact Charles,  (559) 431-2038  

4364 E. Ashlan Ave. * Fresno Ca. 93726 

Phone (559) 227-2986 

Shop at SPARKY’S for all your electronic needs. 

Everything in electronics for: 

HOBBYIST 

DO-IT-YOURSELFER 
EXPERIMENTER 

Professional and Amateur Radio publications, 

Since 1963 

Shortwave radios-Parts-Tools 

Computer Accessories-LAN-Data Comm. 
Cables and wire. 
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FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

P.O. Box 5912 
Fresno, CA 93755-5912 

Send To: 

F.A.R.C. DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR FOR FULL MEMBER-
SHIP. Additional family members in the same household 

are $5.00 each per year. Make checks payable to F.A.R.C. 
and send to: 

P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, CA  93755-5912.  

Upcoming 

2012 
Fresno Ama-

teur Radio Club 
   Activities and 

Events  
 

Meetings on 
the 2nd Friday 

of the month 

FD on the 4th 
full weekend in 

June 

Banquet Din-
ner in Decem-

ber 

Club Picnic in 
summer 

2012 Fresno Amateur Radio Club - Membership Application 

Date ______________ 

Name___________________________________ Call Sign ____________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City __________________________State _______ZIP_______________ 

Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone _____________________ 

Occupation___________________________ Birthdate______________ 

License Class ___________________ Year 1st Licensed ______________ 

ARRL Member? ________________ QWCA Member?_______________ 

E-mail address_____________________________ 

Additional Family Member in same household: 

Spouse Name____________________________ Call Sign____________ 

Son/Daughter Name_______________________ Call Sign____________ 


