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FARC General Meetings 
are held the 2nd Friday of 

each month, 7 p.m. at   un-

less otherwise noted.  Stay 

tuned in for new announce-

ments. 

__________________ 

2013 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  

1st Tuesday of each month 

at WB6VRJ’s QTH. Jan. 

meeting 2013 on Jan. 8. 

__________________ 

 
FARC Nets 

Morning Drive Time Net: 

Weekday mornings-7:30—

8:00 a.m.  

W6TO/R 146.940   

Tech Net: 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net: 
Sundays @ 7:00 pm 

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc.    P.O. Box 5912,  

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  Here's wishing all the Hams 

and their spouses (spice?) a very happy New Year 
and a prosperous one and a successful one, in eve-
ry way possible!  I suppose we all have a new 
year's wish-for a new rig, or getting the old one to 
work better, or a resolution, such as resolving to 
get that new antenna up and working, or something 
like that.  
The past year has been a bit tumultuous, but ended 

on some very happy notes-such as the Swap Meet 
and the Christmas Dinner-as well as some unhappy 
notes, such as the loss of some directors and mem-
bers.  But by far and large, the Club has had anoth-
er successful year.   
With the advent of more electronics thingy's for the 
young'uns, there will continue to be a swelling in-
terest in communications, however the mode-look 
at the growth CW has had over the past year.  
Communication is a big part of Ham radio, and so is 
the experimentation and fooling around with circuit-
ry and the appendages to Ham Radio.  There is so 
much achievement in the past, but the New Year 
brings with it the promise of even greater Growth-
and we will all be a part of that!  We need new di-
rectors, and more members, and new officers, and 
you will apply, and we will continue to strive to 
achieve; so once again, I ring out the cry,  “HAPPY 
NEW YEAR EVERYONE!”  73, 
W. Stuart Home WB6VRJ  

Our next meeting will be the second Friday of the month, January 11.  

SKIPSKIP  

 Jan. meeting! 

 

Talk in  on 

W6TO. 

 

See p. 2 for 

details 

Fresno,  
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 The new year is here, and with it 

comes a package for FARC mem-
bers.  Skip magazine, monthly 

meetings, club events including 
FD, summer picnic, November 

swap meet, Christmas dinner, raf-
fles and drawings! 

 
2013 dues are still $15!   The 

time has come for all good mem-
bers to come to the aid of their 

countryXXX  club and pay the 
2013 dues! 

FARC Christmas Dinner— Pictures on 

page 13 
Ham exams in Fresno, page 6 

Find out who won the drawing on page 4 
Membership form on page 18 

Find out about the next hidden TX hunt 
on page 6 

Allen Ross award on page 11 

The FARC board has prepared a By-laws change that will be presented to the club at the Jan. 

meeting.  They will be printed in the  February Skip. A ratification vote will be held at the 

Feb. meeting, and by March the changes would be in effect.  Come to the meetings and stay 

informed!   

The changes would change the number of board members to seven from the present eleven. 

  

 

 
 

7 P.M. meeting on January 11  at the Sierra Bowl on Blackstone near Sierra (East side 
of the street).   

Stu, WB6VRJ, board member and 2012 president 
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FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FARC Officers and Board members: 
Stuart Home, Pres. – WB6VRJ  wb6vrj@w6to.com     (559) 485-8659 12/2013 
Gabriel Moreno, V.P. - N6OSB (resigned) n6osb@w6to.com      (559) 225-0701  12/2013 
Jim Erbe, Sec.   - W6NIF   w6nif@w6to.com  (559) 222-7524  12/2012 
Ron Hunt, Treas. - N6MTS   n6mts@w6to.com (559) 289-8514  12/2012 
Board Members: 
Aaron Lusk, K6USY   k6usy@w6to.com (559) 301-1022 12/2012 
Ken Holden, WA6OIB   wa6oib@w6to.com (559) 323-6753  12/2012 
Joseph Capell, W0PJD   W0PJD@me.com   (559) 225-3582  12/2013 
Jack Baker, AC6LT    ac6lt@CVIP.net  (559) 297-4311 12/2012 
John McGraw, AE6QR      (559) 255-2349  12/2012 
Mark Ward, N6IB (resigned)  n6ib@w6to.com  (559) 299-7808  12/2013 
   
2013 Officers and appointed board members will be announced after the board meeting on Jan. 8.  Any one interested in serving 
as an officer and board member please contact Stu directly.  Board members continue to serve until new members are elected, 
unless they resign or die, according to the by-laws. 

 
Mark every Thursday on your calendar for lunch at the Sil-
ver Dollar Hofbrau, corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw Ave. Gath-

ering is at 11:30 A.M. in the back room. 
 

Breakfast on Mondays and Saturdays at Jeb’s 
Blueberry Café located at Blackstone and Da-

kota, starting at 7am.  
 
Also Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite Falls 

Cafe at Blackstone  and Shaw starting at 8am.  
 

Join the DX’ers for breakfast on the first Sat. 
of the month at Carrows on Blackstone/Ashlan 
at 7 A.M. in the back room. 

 
The Quarter Century Wireless Association 

Lunch is held on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at Carrows on Blackstone.   

 Event        Date 

  

DX Breakfast   Jan. 5 

Club meeting   Jan. 11 

VHF Contest   Jan. 19-20 

CQ 160 CW   Jan. 26-27 

Dx Breakfast   Feb . 2 

ARRL DX CW  Feb, 16-17 

CQ 160 Phone  Feb. 23-24 

ARRL DX Phone  March 2-3 

M2 Swap Meet  March 

DX Convention  April 19-21 

VHF Contest   June 8-9 

FD     June 22-23 

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They 

support us not only in revenue for the 
club but they also allow us space on the 

counters and shelves for copies of SKIP 
and other club announcements.  

 

Send Skip items to Skip editor John Morrice, 
K6MI at:     k6mi@pacbell.net 

 

You can download this and past Skip issues 

under the Document Archive menu by visiting 

w6to.com. 

Be a net control op!  Contact Joe, WA6FFJ at: 

joenailbender@earthlink.net.  See p. 8 for pic-

ture of Joe. 

mailto:wb6vrj@w6to.com
mailto:n6osb@w6to.com
mailto:wa6nif@w6to.com
mailto:n6mts@w6to.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:w0pjd@me.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
mailto:n6ib@w6to.com
http://w6to.com
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Membership Attendance drawing for Dec. was won by 
Ken, WA6OIB, who  

was present.  $10 will be 

drawn at the next. meeting.   
Must be pre- sent to win.   

Thanks to Richard, KE6SHL, Duane, KI6QEL, Rob, AE6GE, and 

Jim, W6NIF  for providing the photographs included in SKIP.  

 

Corrections to last months Skip!  Our sharp eyed readers 
are on the lookout for everything.  The corrected Skip is in 

the w6to.com archive.   
More new prizes at the next meeting!  The raffle 

helps pay for the meeting expenses. 

 

  

Remember to send in your 
2013 dues, still $15!  Or bring 
them to the next club meeting. 

 

 

 

K6MYC, Mike 

ARRL Section Man-

ager for the SJV  
Section, Dan, 

AE6SX.  Dan’s SJV 
news is found at 

arrl.org 

 

 
FARC member, Bob W6AIY shown operat-

ing  KH6BB, the ham radio station 
onboard the Battleship Missouri Memorial 

while in Honolulu on December 27, 2012.  
 

arrl.org
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Local Amateur Radio Repeaters 
 Organization  Call Sign   Frequency  Offset  PL 

 CARP   K6ARP    147.675    -  141.3 

 CARP   N6JXL    224.380    -  141.3 

 CARP   K6ARP    444.725    -  141.3 

 CARP   NI6M    440.350   +  141.3 

 CONDOR  WB6BRU   224.900    -  156.7 

 FARC   W6TO    146.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    223.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    444.200    -  141.3 

 BRW   W6FSC    145.230    -  141.3 

 BRW   W6FCS    443.450   +  141.3 

 KINGS ARC  KA6Q    145.110    -  100.0 

 KJ6KO   KJ6JO    927.6625/902.0125  -  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   147.180    +  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   441.175    -  146.2 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   146.850    -  141.3 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   443.250    +  107.2 

 RACES   N6HEW   147.150    +  141.3 

 SJVARS  KE6JZ    146.820    -  141.3 

 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN   147.030    +  100.0 

 W6NIF   W6NIF    444.100    +  100.0 

 WINSystem  K6JSI    146.790    -  100.0 

 WINSystem  K6JSI    444.250    +  100.0 

 CVRC   N6IB    147.360   +  141.3 

 CVRC   N6IB    443.950   +  141.3 

 CVRC   N6IB    443.950   +  141.3 

 CVRC   N6IB    442.350   +  141.3 

 

Birthdays:  

N6BYI David 01/10 
KJ6FJB Dennis 01/17 

N6HEW Glen 01/19 

AG6JI Stephen 01/27 
 

Anniversaries: 

 

K6XJ Perry and Joan 01/19 

KB6PKN Glenita and Jack WY6B 01/25 

. 

 
DX Breakfast 
 
The Fresno DX Breakfast meets the first Sat. of eve-
ry month at Carrow’s Restaurant, 4280 N. Black-
stone in Fresno. The group gathers between 0700 
and 0800 hours. We have the back room until about 
10:00 AM.  
 
“The only way to be loud....is to transmit.” 
 
 DX is the one you do not have confirmed!! 
 
 DXing is 90% mental -- the other half is physical.  
N2MG  
 
To check on foreign postage go to http://
www.k4hb.com/postage/html  
 

Ten meter net, CW and Phone, every 

Wednesday 
7 P.M. for CW at 28.140 

8 P.M. for SSB at 28.445 
 

This is a local net, the cw part run by 
KF6ZXO, and the SSB part by Doyle, 

W6OEZ.  Have fun checking in on one or 
both modes. 

 
Also at 7 P.M. is our own FARC Tech Net, 

with AC6LT on the W6TO repeaters. 
 
 



 Fresno Amateur Radio Club  

  Page 6 

 

EXTRA CLASS  
The Fresno Area Mentors and Elmers group will be conducting a FREE PowerPoint based training 
course to prepare you for the Amateur Extra license exam. 
Classes will be held January 22 - February 9, 2013. The three-week course will be held on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30pm with a review session on Friday February 8th. All Class 
sessions will be held at the Salvation Army Citadel, 1854 Fulton Ave, Fresno, CA (West side of Ful-
ton - one block South of Divisadero) 
Recommended Texts are the ARRL - Extra Class License Manual or the Gordon West / W5YI - Ex-
tra Class Study Manual. 
To reserve your seat in the class contact Rob Mavis - ae6ge@k6arp.org or signup at the FAME 
website (http://fame.k6arp.org). If you have questions contact Lew Roberts - ki6ywx@arrl.net  
 

 

Hidden Transmitter Hunt  February 23, Saturday 
The next CARP Transmitter Hunt will be on Saturday February 23, 2013. The hunt will start at the Park and 

Ride located at Highway 41 and 145. 

John WJ6Y will be the Fox for this hunt. The hunt frequency will be the national hunt frequency of 146.565 

MHz. 

The hunt will start promptly at 10:00am so be sure to get there early so you have time to sign in and set up. 

 

 

AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS     IN FRESNO 
UNLICENSED THRU EXTRA CLASS 

Sponsored by the   FRESNO VE TEAM 
And the FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

2013 
Exams for all Amateur license classes will be conducted on the following dates in Fresno California.  All exams are giv-
en on Saturday and begin at 9:30 AM. 
  

  February 9  May 11  August 10  November 9 
LOCATION: ....Salvation Army Fresno Citadel, 1854 Fulton Street, Fresno CA 93721 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From North or South of Fresno, Take Highway 99 to Highway 180 east.  Go east on 180 to Fulton Street 
off ramp.  Turn right on Fulton Street.   Go south on Fulton across Divisidero to Sacramento Ave. Turn left on Sacra-
mento Ave and park.  You have arrived. 
 
Theory exams are multiple choice. Priority mail is used to send paperwork to ARRL, who sends data to FCC via elec-
tronic mail, thus assuring the fastest possible service on new licenses, which typically are posted to the FCC database 
by the end of the week following the exam. 
 
BRING. Two ID’s, one with photo.  Taxpayer ID Number (Social Security Number), or FCC Registration Number 
(preferred).  Fee $15.00 per test session.  Bring exact change.  Original and copy of Amateur License.  Talk in on 
146.94 repeater. 
 
Walk in’s only, no pre-registration. 
 
More Info?? Contact Charles,  (559) 431-2038  
 

http://fame.k6arp.org
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THE DX CORNER 
By  Charles McConnell W6DPD     January 2013 

 
DX is the one you don’t have confirmed 

 
Of the most recent DXpeditions, “If you worked it, it was the best DXpedition ever. If you missed it, it 
was probably not so good.” “And so it goes.”  Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD 
 
If you want help with DX, you can contact the local members of the Central California DX Club for 
some assistance.  Charles W6DPD 431-2038, Perry K6XJ 299-2802, or Jim WS6X 292-8353 can 
give you advice.  The big thing about finding DX is to tune the bands.  Check out the Central Califor-
nia DX Club Web page at http://www.ccdxc.org for information and useful links. 
 
The local DX’ers meet on the first Saturday of the month for breakfast at Carrow’s, 4280 N. Black-
stone in Fresno.  The group gathers between 0700 and 0800.  All are welcome. 
 
Check out www.spaceweather.com and www.solarham.com for information on the solar cycle.  The 
higher the solar flux and the lower the A and K Indices, the better the band conditions. 
 
The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978-0970.  You can 
send up to 10 address labels and $0.80 for each envelope to the address above.  They will put 1 unit 
of First Class postage on the envelope.  If you work DX, you should have envelopes at the bureau 
so you can get your cards.  You may be able to check your status at the bureau at http://
www.qslbureau.org/ 

 
The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service has raised the rates for sending ARRL members QSL cards to for-
eign countries.  The new rate is $2 for up to 10 cards in one envelope, $3 for 11 to 20 cards in one 
envelope and 75 cents per ounce for more than 20 cards. 
 
Postage rates around the world are constantly changing.  To see current 
rates go to http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm where you can find 
the current postal rates for most of the countries of the world.  IRCs can be 
ordered online from the US Post Office. To check on foreign postage, you 
can go to http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html. To learn about addressing 
envelopes to everywhere in the world, go to http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/
postal/ for a discussion and examples. 

 
The United States Postal Service (USPS) announced price increases that 
will take place effective on Sunday January 29, 2013. 
  
The USPS also announced the introduction of “a First-Class Mail Global 
Forever Stamp”, which „will allow customers to mail letters anywhere in the world for one set price of 
$1.10‰.  The main changes that effect Amateur Radio operators are as follows: 
 
Letters (1 oz.) ˜ 1 cent increase to 46 cents  
Letters to all international destinations (1 oz.) ˜ $1.10 (currently $1.05)             
 
           Continued on page 8 

 

http://www.ccdxc.org/
http://www.spaceweather.com/
http://www.solarham.com/
http://www.qslbureau.org/
http://www.qslbureau.org/
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html
http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/
http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/
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Continued from page 7 
 

Postcards -1 cent increase to 33 cents  
 
You can see the complete press release and all other changes at  
http://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2012/pr12_114.htm.  As usual when the USPS raises 
prices there was no mention of an increase in the price of International Reply Coupons (IRCs), 
which are currently at $2.20.  The Post Office has announced it plans to discontinue the sale of IRCs 
in the future. 

 
If you don’t get a DX Bulletin and you belong to ARRL, you should register on the mem-

bers only web page and check the box for the ARRL DX Bulletin.  This one is emailed 
each Thursday.   Or you can go to the ARRL web page in the News/ Bulletin section and 

view the bulletins there.  You can also read the OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on 
the web.  Search OP DX Bulletin or 425 DX Bulletin to get the URL.  You can subscribe 

to the Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX too.  These bulletins will keep you informed of 
DX operations and QSL information. 
 
The following operations are scheduled: 
Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2 
Gough Island ZD9KX now to March 2013 
Djibouti J28UC July to 2013 
Djibouti J28NC now to July 2012 
Angola D2CQ February 2010 for a few years. 
Samoa 5W0W now to March 31, 2013 
Ascension Island ZD8D maybe an October 2011 start 
Jan Mayen JX9JKA March 29, 2012 to March 20, 2013 
Reunion Island FR/DJ7RJ CANCELLED 
Sri Lanka 4S7KKG November 9, 2012 to March 9, 2013 
Ogasawara JD1BLY December 10 to December 13, 2012 
South Cook E51E December 10, 2012 to January 5, 2013 
Seychelles S79QT December 18, 2012 to January 7, 2013 
Temotu H40FN December 22, 2012 to January 7, 2013 
Uganda 5X8C February 6 to February 18, 2013 
Bahamas C6ABB February 10 to February 21, 2013 
Burundi 9U4U February 14 to February 23, 2013 
Burkina Faso XT2 February 22 to March 2, 2013 
Tuvalu T2GM March 12 to March 23,2013 
Easter Island XR0YG March 20 to March 27, 2013 
Clipperton TX5K February 28, 2013 to March 10, 2013 
South Shetland Islands RI1ANU March 2013 to March 2014 
Samoa 5W0M April 4 to 18, 2013 
Tokelau ZK3N April 23 to May 8, 2013 
Heard Island VK0/H Early 2014 
 

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information.  As the time for the operation is at 
hand, watch the DX Summit (www.dxsummit.fi) for listings.  There are a number of 

state QSO parties each year. Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web page.  
State QSO parties are a good place to collect states for your Worked All States award. 

ARRL Log Book of the World now supports the Worked All States Award. 
 

Good luck, tune the dial, and listen. 
 

        Charles, W6DPD 

http://www.dxsummit.fi/
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    Ham Biography January 1013    Ben, WB6GBS                                                     

 

 

Starting out the new year, our biography of the month features Ben Haman, Jr, WB6GBS the voice of the radio 

club each morning on the drive time net from 7:30 to 8:00 AM. 

The morning net was cohosted by Ben and Duane Lutz, KI6QEL for several years till Duane’s retirement earli-

er last fall. 

Ben was born in Jasper, Florida, but notes that he has lived “all over” until settling in Fresno in 1962.  

He was first licensed in 1955 in Phoenix, Arizona when he was taking electronics in High school. His father 

was his inspiration for Ham Radio when he took an electronics correspondence course on the GI bill from the 

Nation Radio Institute where he built a short wave receiver and the two of them listened to broadcasts and ama-

teur radio stations from around the world.  

In High School he took an electronics course and passed his novice license with the call, WN7YHJ. He upgrad-

ed to conditional class then general. Even Phoenix in those days just got a visit from the FCC office in Los An-

geles four times a year. 

The family moved to Pima, Arizona where his father was a minister and then back to Phoenix where Ben at-

tended Phoenix Technical.  

He was in the Air Force from 1957 to 1962 and trained in microwave, Radar and general communication and 

served in Mississippi, Illinois, Texas and three years in Scotland,  where he admits his work was classified. 

He attended Arizona State University in Tempe and at the same time became licensed as a First Class Radiotel-

ephone.  

Once in Fresno, he began a 31 year career working for the telephone company and retired in 1999. 

He has kept busy since then. His previous world travel has continued. He is a member of the California South-

ern Baptist Disaster Relief and particularly the communication unit. He told me he was involved in other as-

pects of disaster relief besides radio, though, including, food and shelter provision, clearing mud and trees as 

part of the chain-saw team and as a 31 year telephone company man, restoring land communication to affected 

areas. He deploys two to three times a year.  

In this capacity and he has participated in Disaster Relief efforts in Haiti, Texas, Vermont, South Dakota 

among others and most recently on the east coast for the Hurricane Sandy disaster.  

His present call was issued in 1970 and he holds an Amateur Extra class license. 

His  lovely wife, Judy has an amateur radio license with the call letters, KF6DSR, together they have four kids 

and lots of grandchildren. 

His favorite aspects of ham radio, if that wasn’t already evident, is disaster relief communication, but he also is 

highly involved in teaching radio and this month will be instructing in an Amateur Extra license class at the 

Citadel in downtown Fresno for the ARES/RACES group.  

 

     
 

By Joe, W0PJD 

Ben, WB6GBS and his antenna setup. 
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 Madera VE sessions for 2013 
 
 Jan 19th              April 27th 
July 20th              Oct 19th 

Info from the Madera ARC 

 

 

In SKIP there is a list for Local Amateur Radio 
Repeaters.  Please amend the list for my systems 
as follows: 
BRA   W6FSC        145.230       -        141.3 
BRA   W6FSC        443.450      +        141.3 
  
This amounts to changing the call sign and Or-
ganization on my 2-meter repeater (actually it’s 
always been W6FSC since it was at the college), 
and adding my new UHF system.  Both of these 
repeaters will be linked together, just like the 
FARC system.  These have been running in test 
mode at my house for about 3 months and should 
be moving to Bear Mountain either this or next 
weekend.   I am hoping that they both cover all 
the way to Bakersfield, and the entire south val-
ley.  In case anybody asks, BRA stands for 
Bulldawg Repeater Associates (started in 
1986).  Also, both NARCC and the ARRL Re-
peater Directory still show my old UHF repeater 
on 443.600, which I abandoned that frequency 
over a year ago.  It was never noted in SKIP, so 
no concerns there.   
 73s,  Ron, N6MTS 
 
 
 
Update on local clubs and repeaters. We have a 
new club CVRC, Central Valley Radio Club.   
147.36+ 143 DCS 443.950+ 141.3 meadow lakes 
443.825+ 141.3. Pinehurst 
442.350+ 141.3.  Mt Bullion 
We meet 1st Wednesday of the month 7pm Yo-
semite falls cafe 99/Ashlan  
Net Tuesdays 7:30pm on the system 
All repeaters are linked full time 

Marc, N6IB 

 
 

January VHF Contest   Jan. 19-20 

 

This vhf and uhf contest starts at 10 A.M. on 

Saturday morning, and goes until 8 P.M. on 

Sunday evening.   Using all the simplex SSB 

and FM frequencies (except 146.52), stations 

make as many contact in as many different 

grid squares as possible.   

 

To make it a bit more exciting, there are 

mountain top stations, and rovers going to 

different grid squares.  There are three types 

of rovers, some with just the lowest four 

bands, and some with as many bands as 

possible.  The active stations really do appre-

ciate qso’s, so if you have a chance at all to 

get on please give out some contacts. 

 

There are two new categories this year, so 

an all time record will be set by someone in 

our SJV section.  The first is an award for a 

single op station using just 6, 2, and the 

440Mc. Band.  The next new category is for 

anyone using FM only.   Here is a chance to 

get in the results in QST! 

 

50,125 and up SSB 

52.525 FM 

144.2 SSB 

146.55 and 145.7 FM  

223.5 FM and 223.1 SSB 

432.1 SSB and 446.0 FM 

802.1 SSB and 926.5 FM 

1296.1 SSB and 1294.5 FM 

 

Look for local rovers KI6QEL, K6BRB, W6TE, 

and mountain top W6TV, as well as others 

who are regulars at giving out qso's. 

 

The exchange is your grid square.  You give 

out your grid and write down the other sta-

tions grid.   

 

Enjoy! 
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 The Allen Ross award was given 

to  Ron Hunt, N6MTS, at the Decem-

ber Christmas FARC banquet.  This award is 

given to a long time member who has been an 

important member and has given long service. 

Ron has been a member since the 60’s, and 

has served on the board of directors many 

times, was last years FD chairman, and just 

finished a long run as our treasurer.   

In past years the award was given to: 

1997 Jimmie Wakefield, W6PSQ 

1998  Leland Rhoy, AC6WS 

1999  Ken Griffin, WA6HII 

2000  Charles McConnell, W6DPD 

2001 John Prichett, W6JWK 

2002 James Laux, K6HAU 

2003 Jim Clymer, WS6X 

2004 Jim Bianchi, KF6GKC 

2005 Don Burr, AJ6X 

2006 Harold Reeks, KF6CL 

2007 Ken Holden, WA6OIB 

2008 Perry Foster, K6XJ 

2009 David Smith, W6TE 

2010 Dan Pruitt, AE6SX 

2011 John Morrice, K6MI 
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Fresno ARES/RACES 
 

 EC Report for December 2012 
  

Hi All, 
 I hope you all had a very happy holiday season, no matter if you celebrated 

Christmas or Hanukkah or the winter solstice. We as an Emcomm Group had two 

events this month. First was Skyworn Recognition Day. This was held November 30th 
and December 1st. The Skyworn Groups operate from the NWS Weather Stations and 

contacted as many other Weather Stations and other amateur stations as possible to 
promote the Skyworn organization. Most of our group worked them from their home 

stations, made contacts, and enjoyed the event. 
 The second event was the Salvation Army annual toy and food distribution. This 

was held December 19th, at the Fresno County Fair Grounds. We supplied communica-
tions and traffic control for a large group of clients. We assisted by giving directions 

and controlling the number of people permitted to enter the distribution area. There 
were a few problems but none that could not be remedied. I would like to thank the 

following for their help:  Gary (KI6OYW), Steve (AG6JI), Jerry (W6GCL), Richard 
(KE6SHL), Chris (KJ6OUG), Dwain (KG6SYA), Dan (AE6SX), Tim (KE6HNR), Greg 

(KJ6OUI), Marj (WD6FFC), Stan (KE7VLT), and Joe (WA6FFJ). Thanks to you all for 
your hard work. 

  

Net Control Staff Needed 
We are looking for volunteers to take a turn as net control on Monday nights. 

This is not a difficult task and is a lot of fun. We will provide the preamble and net ros-
ter. This is a great way to enhance your skills running a net for emergency situations. 

If you are interested, please contact Gary (KI6OYW) at 559-269-1340 or email 
 g_greenberg@att.net 

 
Our Calendar 

Don’t forget the Monday Night Emcomm Net at 1930 hr. on the 147.15 MHz pl 
141.3. We have some good information and camaraderie. On the third Friday of the 

month there is an Emcomm Breakfast at YFC on Cedar south of Ashlan in Granite 
Park at 0830hr. And last but not least the Emcomm Meeting will be held on the 

fourth Thursday this month. The next meeting will be Thursday, January 24th, at 
1900 hr at the Salvation Army Citadel at 1854 Fulton St., Fresno. 

 

Best of 73’s 
GLEN CAINE (N6HEW)     Fresno County RACES Officer 

Fresno County ARES EC             559-999-7590, 
N6hew@att.net 

mailto:g_greenberg@att.net
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FARC Annual Dinner December Meeting.   Pictures from Jim, W6NIF. 
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Randy Stover, WA6UOD

(sk), was a Fresno ham active for a 

long time in broadcast radio.  He had a 
studio at his parent’s home near Old Fig 
Garden.  He passed away near the end 
of Dec., 2012, after a long illness. 

4364 E. Ashlan Ave. * Fresno Ca. 93726 

Phone (559) 227-2986 

Shop at SPARKY’S for all your electronic needs. 

Everything in electronics for: 

HOBBYIST 

DO-IT-YOURSELFER 
EXPERIMENTER 

Professional and Amateur Radio publications, 

Since 1963 

Shortwave radios-Parts-Tools 

Computer Accessories-LAN-Data Comm. 
Cables and wire. 

1987 Callbook  

KALW did a piece on ham radio in December.  You can listen here: 
http://www.kalw.org/post/crosscurrents-december-26-2012 
 
There was also a piece on Jill Tarter and SETI. 
 

http://www.kalw.org/post/crosscurrents-december-26-2012
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THE HALLICRAFTERS COMPANY IN 1944 - 1945 
 
   Some viewable flash player videos on "How Ham radio equipment helped to win World War II with 
the SCR-299”.  Presented by the Hallicrafters Co. in 1944, Technical Adviser, Cyrus T, Read,  
W9AA, along with an old audio program of the WGN Hallicrafters Hour in 1945 can also be found at 
the URLs below. 
 
   Voice of Victory (Part I) (1944)   14:03 
   http://archive.org/details/VoiceofV1944 
 
   Voice of Victory (Part II) (1944)  13:12 
   http://archive.org/details/VoiceofV1944_2 
 
   WGN Hallicrafters Hour (1945)  W9WZE 1945-04-02   29:50 
   http://archive.org/details/1945WgnHallicraftersHour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is Friday, December 21, 2012, and the world did not end. To herald this non-event, NASA even 

produced a wonderful video explaining how the whole thing was a misconception anyway. The Mayan 

calendar is like an odometer, and when it gets to 999999, it just roles over to 0 and begins anew. 

You can watch the video at 

   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QY_Gc1bF8ds and be sure to check out the HD and full-screen 

options. 

 As expected, Phil Plait of "Bad Astronomy" also provides a nonsense-free assessment at  

http://goo.gl/xknYD. Check his blog at http://www.badastronomy.com/ and 

   http://www.slate.com/blogs/bad_astronomy.html.  

Phil, a solid  friend of science, refers to the non-event as the "Maya Notpocalypse."   PACIFICON 2013 OCTOBER 11, 12, 13, 2013 

Pacificon 2012 is scheduled for October 11, 12, 13, 2013 at a location to be deter-

mined. Check http://www.pacificon.org/ for information and updates. 

http://archive.org/details/VoiceofV1944
http://archive.org/details/VoiceofV1944_2
http://archive.org/details/1945WgnHallicraftersHour
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QY_Gc1bF8ds
http://goo.gl/xknYD
http://www.badastronomy.com/
http://www.slate.com/blogs/bad_astronomy.html
http://www.pacificon.org/
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Today I received wallpaper for the 2011 ARRL 10 Meter Contest for First Place Single 
Operator, Phone Only High Power for the San Joaquin Valley. 
73,--Charles W6DPD 

 
ARRL 10-Meter Contest   Call: N2NS   Operator: N2NS 
Class: SO CW HP  Operating Time (hrs): 4 
 Summary:  Band QSOs Mults    CW: 151  43 
 Total: 151 43 Total Score = 25,972  
K3/P3, Alpha 9500, N1MM logger  6 el @ 56'  Bob N2NS 
 
Ten-Meter RTTY Contest   Call: N2NS   Class: Single Op LP 
 Operating Time (hrs): 2:15   Total: QSOs = 111 State/Prov = 29 Coun-
tries = 11 Total Score = 4,440 
 Comments: DX = 8P, CE, HC, J3, KH6, KL7, KP2, LU, PY, ZL, ZS.  On for 
only 15 minutes or so at a time randomly throughout late Sunday AM 
through afternoon.  There seemed to be quite a bit of activity until the last 
hour when I returned to the contest and found very little happening, and 
could not get a run going.  Hope to put more time into this one next year, 
but the ZL9HR chase trumped this year. (ZL9 being an all-time new one for 
me, hence I'm chasing them on all bands/modes.)  Bob N2NS 
 
ARRL 160-Meter Contest   Call: N2NS     Class: M/S HP      Operating Time 

(hrs): 3 
 Total: QSOs = 111 Sections = 57 Countries = 4 Total Score = 13,338  
Comments: DX = C6A, CE, FM, PJ2.       Tx: 1/4 wave sloper, Rx: K9AY 
loop     Bob N2NS  
 
CQWW CW K6AAB SOAB Assisted Low Power 
Band Qsos Zn Countries: 
160 2 2 1 
80 19 7 6 
40 62 17 26 

20 75 25 46 
15 98 28 68 
10 76 22 39 
Total 332  101 181 =246,750 points 
 
ARRL 10m K6AAB   Multisingle. Low power, mixed mode 
CW 156Q, PH 58Q   total 219 x 86 = 63,460 points 
TS850 and rotatable dipole at 22”    Steve, K6AAB 
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Doomsday           Any one work this station? 

  

  

  

  

That’s right, the end is finally near.  According to one of the three Mayan Calendars, 

the End of the world will occur on Dec 21, 2012. To celebrate this literally once in a life-

time event, Special Event Station N0D (Now Zero Days) will be activated on 10-80 me-

ters  for three days during and after(?) the end of the world.   December 20; is a celebration of the end 

of the world. December 21, the day of destruction, we will be on the air as long as possible.  December 

22nd, that is a little iffy right now.  

  

N0D team will be working available satellite passes beginning  December 15th, 2012, through the end of 

the world and possibly beyond until December 22nd.   The team will be using the Official Doomsday call 

sign, N0D.  This will provide cosmic, even intergalactic coverage for the end of the world as we know it.   

  

Amateur radio stations around the crumbling globe are invited to contact N0D, who will be operating 

from secret, undisclosed locations.   Our operating schedule may be a little erratic as destruction rains 

down upon us.   Those who may be looking skyward for the end of the world, N0D will be operating on 

several satellite passes.   

  

 You can celebrate Doomsday by contacting N0D directly on the air.  Amateurs can also become an offi-

cial Doomsday station by registering on our website.  You will be given a registration number and the au-

thority to identify yourself as “Official Doomsday Station” followed by your Doomsday number. 

  

QSL with SASE to KK5W.  If Doomsday actually does happen, we regret that a QSL will not be possible so 

hold on to your SASE until the 22nd at least.  Check out our website for a preview of the N0D QSL card.  

  

Amateurs can also become an official Doomsday station by registering on our website.  You will be given 

a registration number and the authority to identify yourself as “Official Doomsday Station” followed by 

your Doomsday number.  Official Doomsday stations will receive the Doomsday Station Certificate. 

  

It is not entirely clear exactly how it will happen. Will it be a cataclysmic shift in the earth’s magnetic 

field, Global Warming on steroids, earthquakes, volcanoes floods, global thermonuclear war, meteor colli-

sion, the 10 plagues of Egypt  UFO invasion who knows ? There are scientists, soothsayers and philoso-

phers on both sides of the question.  Either way it will be an event worth remembering.. . .or maybe 

there will be no one left to remember it? 
  
The South Texas Balloon Launch Team will be sending up a Doomsday Balloon BLT-32 to mark the end of the 
world.  The trackers in the balloon will use the N0D Doomsday Call Sign.   
  
In order to be sure the balloon is launched in time to escape destruction, the launch will occur on Saturday,  Dec 15

th 

  

 More information is available on the Official N0D website, www.nowzerodays.com 

You can also e-mail the N0D team at N0D.Doomsday@gmail.com.   Check our website for the latest up-

dates.  www.nowzerodays.com 

 For information, contact: 

  

Ron Litt, K5HM 

N0D.Doomsday@gmail.com   

  

http://www.nowzerodays.com/
mailto:N0D.Doomsday@gmail.com
http://www.nowzerodays.com/
mailto:N0D.Doomsday@gmail.com
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FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

P.O. Box 5912 
Fresno, CA 93755-5912 

Send To: 

F.A.R.C. DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR FOR FULL MEMBER-
SHIP. Additional family members in the same household 

are $5.00 each per year.   After July 1st pay only $7.50 
for the half year.  Make checks payable to F.A.R.C. and 

send to: 

 2013 
Fresno Ama-

teur Radio Club 
   Activities and 

Events  
 

Meetings on 
the 2nd Friday 

of the month 

FD on the 4th 
full weekend in 

June 

Banquet Din-
ner in Decem-

ber 

Club Picnic in 
summer 

2013 Fresno Amateur Radio Club - Membership Application 

Date ______________ 

Name___________________________________ Call Sign ____________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City __________________________State _______ZIP_______________ 

Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone _____________________ 

Occupation___________________________ Birthdate______________ 

License Class ___________________ Year 1st Licensed ______________ 

ARRL Member? ________________ QWCA Member?_______________ 

E-mail address_____________________________ 

Additional Family Member in same household: 

Spouse Name____________________________ Call Sign____________ 

Son/Daughter Name_______________________ Call Sign____________ 


