A Fresno Amateur Radio Club Newsletter September, 2013 Volume 75, Issue 9

Next meeting- 2nd Friday of the month, September 13th at 7 P.M. AMF Sierra Lanes
Guest editorial- John, K6MI, Skip editor

# With the wonderful conclusion to our summer activities, we
™ return to regular meetings and look forward to the peak of

FARC General Meetings 2 o
are held the 2nd Friday of ~ The club picnic was fabulous at Ken and Gwynne’s (WA60OIB &

each month, 7 p.m. at AMF ' WA6VZM) hacienda, with fine food and conversations, and great Bin-

Sierra Lanes unless other- . - . -y
wise noted. Stay tuned in  S° £ames. Pictures inside this issue of Skip!

for new announcements. . . .
President Stu, WB6VRJ, has appointed a nominating committee

2013 FARC BOARD  (myself and Jim, W6NIF) to find nominations for the election for next

MEETING DATES years board. There are three returning members, and four to be elect-
1st Tuesday of each month . he board i . fthe club d the b
at WB6VRJ's QTH. ed. Being on the board is an important part of the club, and the bene-
fits are many, both to the club and the board members.
Morni FAS‘_C Nﬁts Net When you have a chance, please thank our current board members!
orning brive Iime Net: . . . . . .
Weekday mornings-7:30— There is a list on page threfe of thlS. Skip. Aqd consider a futqre Wlth us
8:00 a.m. as a board member. Call Jim or I if you are interested. Nominations
W6TO/R 146.940 will also be taken at the September meeting.

Tech Net:

Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm . . .
W6TO/R 146.940 Looking forward to meeting everyone at a future meeting— remember

FARC Net: the swap night in November and the dinner in December. Remember

Sundays @ 7:00 pm to have Fun!
W6TO/R 146.940

73, John K6MI

Meetings resume Septem-
ber 14, 7 P.M. at the AFM
Sierra Lanes, on Blackstone

Ave. Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc. P.O. Box 5912, Fresno. CA

93755-5912




Fresno Amateur Radio Club
FARC Picnic- Bingo event, list of winners:

Lisa Hunt

Dave Epps, AB5PC

Dennis Holloway, KIGNVG

Dennis Holloway, KIGNVG (again)
Isabel Lion

Bradley Hancock

Mary Morrice

Judy Long

Harold Russel, W2BXC

Patty Lion

More pictures on
page 4

B

Next meeting is September 14!

Remember the Swap Meeting
In November, and the dinner

meeting in December! August FARC Picnic pictures, p. 2&4

Ham exams in Fresno, page 8
Find out about the next drawing on p. 8
Membership form on last page

TELEWAVE, ’NC-Y Find out about the TX hunt on p. 14

Wirgdess Cammumcadons Marmuwfaciurer sce 1972 DX infO on p 9_10

EMCOMM p. 16-17

_ IZ_}esigns_& Manufactures Battery bOX, page 14-15
High-Quality Radio System Products for the 0 b th . 11
AMATEUR RADIO INDUSTRY ur membDers on the air, p.
Tramsmitter Combiners « Antennas » Filters = Watmeters « RF Power Monitors ConteStS, p. 12

Cellco = High-2 Cavities « Preamplifiers = IM Suppression » Recsiver Multicouplers = Preselectors
Duplexers « RF Loads & Teminations « Isolators « Wireless System Enginesring

» Order Today! 800-331-3396 <

660 Giguere Court, San Jose, CA 95133
Email: sales@islewave.com « hitpiienww telewave. com

CMAS Contract # 3-06-58-01228 GSA Contract # G5-35F-0248.




FARC Officers and Board members:

Stuart Home, Pres. - WB6VR]
Ken Holden, WA60IB-co VP
Joe Cardoza, WAG6FFJ]-co VP
Jim Erbe, Sec. - W6NIF

Ron Hunt, Treas. - N6MTS
Board Members:

Joseph Capell, WOPID

Aaron Lusk, K6USY

Jack Baker, AC6LT

Larry Kramer, K6VLF

FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

wbévri@w6to.com
waboib@w6to.com
wabffj@w6eto.com
wobnif@w6to.com
némts@w6to.com

WOPIJD@me.com
kbusy@w6to.com
ac6lt@CVIP.net
kévlf@w6to.com

(559) 485-8659
(559) 323-6753
(599) 455-1071
(559) 222-7524
(559) 289-8514

(559) 225-3582
(559) 301-1022
(559) 297-4311
(559) 264-0772

12/2013
12/2015
12/2015
12/2013
12/2013

12/2013
12/2015
12/2013
12/2013

Mark every Thursday on your calendar for lunch at the Sil-
ver Dollar Hofbrau, corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw Ave. Gath-

ering is at 11:30 A.M. in the back room.

Breakfast on Mondays and Saturdays at Jeb’s
Blueberry Café located at Blackstone and Da-
kota, starting at 7am.

Also Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite Falls
Cafe at Blackstone and Shaw starting at 8am.

Join the DX’ers for breakfast on the first Sat.
of the month at Carrows on Blackstone/Ashlan
at 7 A.M. in the back room.

The Quarter Century Wireless Association
Lunch is held on the fourth Tuesday of the
month at Carrows on Blackstone.

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They
support us not only in revenue for the
club but they also allow us space on the
counters and shelves for copies of SKIP
and other club announcements.

Thomas |, Whitlock
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105 W. DAKOTA, #106 « CLOVIS, CA 93612 « 559/294-0977

Send Skip items to Skip editor John Morrice,
K6MI at:  kémi@pacbell.net

You can download this and past Skip issues
under the Document Archive menu by visiting
w6to.com.

Be a net control op! Contact Joe, WAG6FF] at:
nailbender@unwiredbb.com.

Event Date
Beg. TX Hunt Sept. 7
FARC Meeting Sept. 13
VHF Contest Sept. 14-15
CARP Swap Sept. 21
TX Hunt Sept. 28
Calif. QSO Party Oct. 5-6

Juno Flyby Oct. 9
FARC Meeting Oct. 11
Pacificon Oct. 11-13
Sweepstakes Nov. 2-3
FARC Swap Meeting Nov. 8
Sweepstakes Nov. 16-17
FARC Dinner Dec. 13

Page 3



mailto:wb6vrj@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:wa6nif@w6to.com
mailto:n6mts@w6to.com
mailto:w0pjd@me.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
http://w6to.com




Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Amateur Radio N7TNQ FARC Donation Inventory

Attached is the inventory of the
donation to the club from:

Bob Franks

N7TNQ....Formally WA6VCG

MAKE
Kenwood
Kenwood
Yaesu
MFJ

AEA
WB6MTR
MFJ
Atlas
Kenwood
Curtis
Ham Radio Center
Autek
Palomar

Heath
Micronta

Van Gordon
SST
Bunker-Ramo
Archer
Micronta

Columbia
H&M
UK

MODEL
TS-520
SP-520
FRG-7
MFJ-941D
PK-88
Home Brew
MFJ-931
DC-200
HS-4
EK-430
Ham-Key
QWF-1A
R-X NB

SERIAL

60982

881874

HWA-7-1

Hi-Q

T-3
Model 83
43-101
22-025
1198

Interested parties contact me at

Home 559-323-6753 or Cell 559-
289-2891

Or by e-mail ken9@pipeline.com

de Ken, WA60IB
All proceeds will go to the
Club.

NOTES

Like New in Original Box

DESCRIPTION

HF Transceiver

Matching Speaker

General Coverage Receiver

Like New in Original Box
Very Good Condition
W/Box

W/Book

VersaTuner Il HF Antenna Tuner
Packet Controller

HF Antenna Tuner

Artificial Ground

200W Dummy Load
Headphones

No Oil (Needs Mineral Oil)

C Mos Keyer
Dual Paddle & Hand Key
Audio Receive Filter

Antenna Noise Bridge
13VDC Power Supply (For Heath QRP
Rigs)

Signal Injector
1:1 Balun
Mobile Impedance XFMR

3 Pos Antenna Switch (SO-239)
Telco Line Tester
Transistor Tester

25' RG-8U Coax

2A Variable P/S
AM/FM Auto Radio (2)

o

UNKNown

Palomar Engi
S R ST e
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Corrections to last months Skip! Our sharp eyed readers
are on the lookout for everything. The corrected Skip is in
the wé6to.com archive.

More new prizes at the next meeting! The raffle
helps pay for the meeting expenses.

Remember to send in your 2013 dues, now only
$7.50 for the rest of the year, and $2.50 for addi-
tional family members! Or bring them to the next
club meeting.

Fresno ARC Is looking for another Control Op
for the Morning Drive Time Net.

It is a two man show and you would assist
Ben, WB6GBS. Those interested should visit
http://w6to.com for further information.

CARP and the Central Valley Emcomm group has
been requested to provide radio communications for
the Tour de Fresno bicycle event on Saturday
September 14, 2013. All the details have not been
finalized, but currently we will need to provide com-
munications for approximately 10 rest stops around
the valley.

Due to the nature and length of the event, assign-
ment times will vary throughout the day.

If you can help out please reply to email
info@koarp.org.
Thanks, Rob AE6GE

Pacificon info:

Website is now online for attendee and vendor reg-
istration.

http://www.pacificon.org/

There is also a Call for Presenters. Contesting will
fall under the

"Operating Techniques, Tips, and Trends" unless we
get a huge influx of

proposals, in which case we'll adjust to have a dedi-
cated Contesting track.

Submit your proposal via the website.

http://www.pacificon.org/2013/#cfp

ARRL Section Man-
ager for the SJv
Section, Dan,
AE6SX. Dan’s S1V
news is found at

arrl.org

2050 H st 500 E 19th
23721 93304

Jack C. Arbuckle Compary

CENTRAL CALIFORN1A DISTRIBUTORS OF
ELECTRONICS FOR RETAILERS AND [INDUSTRY

2050 K ot
Freano, Calif.
(559) 264-6554

Thanks to Duane, KI6QEL, Rob, AE6GE, Jim, W6NIF, Craig,
KQ6I, and Richard, KE6SHL, for providing the photographs
included in SKIP.

Michael Staal
V.P. § Designer
KeMYC

MANTEN NA SYSTEMS, INC.

® Anteana Design § Produstion from
DC to Microwave
@ Machine Work § Manufacturing Services

® System setup § nstallations

v

Y 4402 N. Selland Ave. Fresnp, CA 93722
559432973 Fax 559.432.3059 website: weww.m2ine.com

Membership Attendance drawing will resume in Septem-

ber. Must be present to
win. $50 will be drawn
at the next meeting.
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Local Amateur Radio Repeaters

Organization Call Sign Frequency Offset PL

CARP K6ARP 147.675 - 141.3
CARP N6JIXL 224.380 - 141.3
CARP K6ARP 444,725 - 141.3
CARP NI6M 440.350 + 141.3
CONDOR WB6BRU 224.900 - 156.7
FARC W6TO 146.940 - 141.3
FARC W6TO 223.940 - 141.3
FARC W6TO 444.200 - 141.3
BRA W6FSC 145.230 - 141.3
BRA WG6FSC 443.450 + 141.3
KINGS ARC N6CVC 145.110/444.95 - 100.0
NC9RS NC9RS 927.6625/902.0125 - 146.2
MADERA ARC WeWGZ 147.180 + 146.2
MADERA ARC W6WGZ 441.175 - 146.2
QCWA WQ6CWA 146.850 - 141.3
QCWA WQ6CWA 443.250 + 107.2
RACES N6HEW 147.150 + 141.3
SJVARS KE61Z 146.820 - 141.3
TURLOCK ARC WG6BXN 147.030 + 100.0
W6NIF W6NIF 444,100 + 100.0
WINSystem K6JSI 146.790 - 100.0
WINSystem K6]SI 444,250 + 100.0
CVRC N6IB 443.950 + 141.3
CVRC N6IB 442.350 + 141.3
CVRC N6VQL 147.315 + 141.3

Birthdays: Anniversaries:

N6SUZ Tim 9/09
NAGG Steve 9/27

Corrections and additions to the data base can be
made with a note sent to Jim, W6NIF

DX Breakfast

K16JQ Dave & Judy 9/20
WB6VAF Arlen & Karin 9/22

Ten meter net, CW and Phone, every

The Fresno DX Breakfast meets the first Sat. of eve-
ry month at Carrow’s Restaurant, 4280 N. Black-
stone in Fresno. The group gathers between 0700
and 0800 hours. We have the back room until about
10:00 AM.

“The only way to be loud....is to transmit.”
DX is the one you do not have confirmed!!

DXing is 90% mental -- the other half is physical.
N2MG

To check on foreign postage go to http://
www.k4hb.com/postage/html

Wednesday
7 P.M. for CW at 28.140
8 P.M. for SSB at 28.445

This is a local net, the cw part run by
KF6ZXO, and the SSB part by Doyle,
W60EZ. Have fun checking in on one or
both modes.

Also at 7 P.M. is our own FARC Tech Net,
with AC6LT on the W6TO repeaters.

Page 7



Fresno Amateur Radio Club

AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS IN FRESNO
UNLICENSED THRU EXTRA CLASS
Sponsored by the FRESNO VE TEAM
And the FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

2013

Exams for all Amateur license classes will be conducted on the following dates in Fresno California. All exams are giv-
en on Saturday and begin at 9:30 AM.

November 9

LOCATION: ....Salvation Army Fresno Citadel, 1854 Fulton Street, Fresno CA 93721

DIRECTIONS: From North or South of Fresno, Take Highway 99 to Highway 180 east. Go east on 180 to Fulton Street
off ramp. Turn right on Fulton Street. Go south on Fulton across Divisidero to Sacramento Ave. Turn left on Sacra-
mento Ave and park. You have arrived.

Theory exams are multiple choice. Priority mail is used to send paperwork to ARRL, who sends data to FCC via elec-
tronic mail, thus assuring the fastest possible service on new licenses, which typically are posted to the FCC database
by the end of the week following the exam.

BRING. Two ID’s, one with photo. Taxpayer ID Number (Social Security Number), or FCC Registration Number
(preferred). Fee $15.00 per test session. Bring exact change. Original and copy of Amateur License. Talk in on
146.94 repeater.

Walk in’s only, no pre-registration.

More Info?? Contact Charles, (559) 431-2038

Clovis Amateur Radio and Electronics Swapmeet - September 21

Mark your calendars! The Clovis Amateur Radio Pioneers Fall Amateur Radio and Electronics Swap Meet
will be held in Clovis, CA on Saturday September 21st, 2012. Ham radio and electronics enthusiasts from
the Fresno, Clovis and the Central Valley area are invited to attend.

Admission is free, sellers fee will be $5.00 per space. Current CARP Members sell for FREE.

Time/Date:

Saturday September 21, 2013 - 8:00am to 11:00am Sellers setup at 7:30am
Location:

New Hope Community Church 4620 E Nees Ave Clovis, CA

Contact: info@k6arp.org 559-492-7675

PACIFICON 2013 OCTOBER 11, 12, 13, 2013

Check http://www.pacificon.org/ for information and updates.

Page 8
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

THE DX CORNER
By Charles McConnell W6DPD

September 2013

DX is the one you don't have confirmed

Of the most recent DXpeditions, “If you worked it, it was the best DXpedition ever. If you missed it, it
was probably not so good.” “And so it goes.” Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD

If you want help with DX, you can contact the local members of the Central California DX Club for some
assistance. Charles W6DPD 431-2038, Perry K6XJ 299-2802, or Jim WS6X 292-8353 can give you ad-
vice. The big thing about finding DX is to tune the bands. Check out the Central California DX Club Web
page at http://www.ccdxc.org for information and useful links.

The local DX’ers meet on the first Saturday of the month for breakfast at Carrow’s, 4280 N. Blackstone in
Fresno. The group gathers between 0700 and 0800. All are welcome.

Check out www.spaceweather.com and www.solarham.com for information on the solar cycle. The high-
er the solar flux and the lower the A and K Indices, the better the band conditions.

The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978-0970. You can send up
to 10 address labels and $0.80 for each envelope to the address above. They will put 1 unit of First
Class postage on the envelope. If you work DX, you should have envelopes at the bureau so you can get
your cards. You may be able to check your status at the bureau at http://www.gslbureau.org/

The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service has raised the rates for sending ARRL members QSL cards to foreign
countries. The new rate is $2 for up to 10 cards in one envelope, $3 for 11 to 20 cards in one envelope
and 75 cents per ounce for more than 20 cards.

Postage rates around the world are constantly changing. To see current rates go to http://
www.qgsl.net/w9ol/IRC Chart.htm where you can find the current postal rates for most of the coun-
tries of the world. IRCs can no longer be ordered online from the US Post Office. To check on foreign
postage, you can go to http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html. To learn about addressing envelopes to everywhere in
the world, go to http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/ for a discussion and examples. An International
Forever Stamp is now available for $1.10 at the U. S. Post Office.

If you don't get a DX Bulletin and you belong to ARRL, you should register on the members only web
page and check the box for the ARRL DX Bulletin. This one is emailed each Thursday. Or you can go to
the ARRL web page in the News/ Bulletin section and view the bulletins there.

You can also read the OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the web. Search OP DX Bulletin or 425

DX Bulletin to get the URL. You can subscribe to the Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX too. These bulle-
tins will keep you informed of DX operations and QSL information.

Page 9
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Continued from page 10

The following operations are scheduled:
Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2
Ascension Island ZD8D maybe an October 2011 start
Angola D2CQ February 2010 for a few years.
Marion Island ZS8C and ZS8Z May 2013 to April 2014
Mozambique C91GBA June 27 to December 15, 2013
Cote D’ivoire TU5DF July to sometime in October 2013
Laos XW8KZ September 6 to September 16, 2013
Fiji 3D2GC September 20 to 26, 2013 and October 12 to October 15, 2013
Rotuma Island 3D2GC/p and 3D2CC/p September 27 to October 11, 2013
Rep. Of Congo TN2MS October 12 to October 24, 2013 Mercy Ships
Wake Island KH9 October 2013
San Andres HKO October 2013
Congo TN2NB October 22 to October 29, 2013
Sable Island CYOP October 1 to October 11, 2013
Mayotte Island TO2TT October 3 to October 17, 2013
Mozambique C82DX October 15 to October 23, 2013
Senegal 6V7S October 22 to November 27, 2013
Banaba T33A November 5 to November 18, 2013
St. Vincent J88HL November 17 to November 29, 2013
Aves Island YWOA between November 2013 and February 2014 for 10 days
Juan Fernandez XROZR November 8 to November 20, 2013
American Samoa N8A November 12 to November 27, 2013
Swaziland 3DAOET November 18 to November 27, 2013 Charles, W6DPD
Bangladesh S2 November 19 to November 29, 2013
Fed. States of Micronesia V63DX, V63ZF November 22 to November 30, 2013
Temotu H40FN December 21, 2013 to January 10, 2014
St. Vincent J88EA? February 10 to February 17, 2014
Mayotte FH/DL7BC March 21 to April 4, 2014
Botswana A22D April 2014
Mellish Reef VK9M sometime in 2014
Tromelin FT/T sometime in 2014
Amsterdam Island FT5ZM 18 days between January 24 and February 15, 2014
Heard Island VKO/H postponed to January 2015

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information. As the time for the operation is at hand, watch the
DX Summit (www.dxsummit.fi) for listings.

There are a number of state QSO parties each year. Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web
page. State QSO parties are a good place to collect states for your Worked All States award. ARRL Log
Book of the World now supports the Worked All States Award.

Good luck, tune the dial, and listen.

The following is from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory site: http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/hijuno/

Say "HI" to Juno!

Event begins in 38 Days 3 Hours 13 Minutes 55 Seconds What is this?
NASA's Juno spacecraft will fly past Earth on October 9, 2013 to receive a gravity assist from our planet, put-
ting it on course for Jupiter. To celebrate this event, the Juno mission is inviting amateur radio operators
around the world to say "HI" to Juno in a coordinated Morse Code message. Juno's radio & plasma wave ex-
periment, called Waves, should be able to detect the message if enough people participate. So please join in,
and help spread the word to fellow amateur radio enthusiasts! Page 10
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Our Members on the air!

SCC RTTY
W6DPD Single Op High Power Software: N1MM
V13.8.2

Band QSOs Pts Year

14 19 55 16

21 3 9 3

Total 22 64 19 Score 1,216

NAQP SSB August 2013
W6DPD Single Op QSOs 17 Mults 14 Score 238

SARTG WW RTTY Contest

Call: WeDPD Class: SOAB HP QTH: Fresno CA
Operating Time (hrs): 2

Band QSOs Pts Mults

20: 19 225 16
15: 3 40 4
Total: 22 265 20 Total Score = 5,300

SARTG WW RTTY Contest

Call: N2NS Class: SOSB/20 HP

QTH: CA Operating Time (hrs): 4.6

Band QSOs Pts Mults 20: 146 1045 43
Total: 146 1045 43 Total Score = 44,935

Comments: Operated off and on in short segments
during the contest period. Due to limited op time, I
decided to stay on 20m, which was probably not
wise. In retrospect, I suspect 15m had more DX
during the daylight hours. Mostly CQ, but other
than one nice 25 minute run of JA's just after dark
Saturday evening, my CQ's pretty much stirred up
nothing but USA east coasters. VERY little EU
worked, and zero AF. I think OH8A was the only
Scandanavian I wkd in the 'Scandanavian' contest.
The few EU ops I wkd were almost all light. Same
for the few non-JA AS stations heard/wkd. Hank, sri
to hear your K3 went south, but I don't think you
missed anything Sunday AM during 'segment 3'. (At
least not on 20m.)

K3/P3, Alpha 9500, MMTTY, N1MM logger
6 el tribander @ 56'

North American QSO Party, SSB - August
Call: N2NS Class: Single Op LP  Operating Time

(hrs): 3.8

Band QSOs Mults
40: 17 14
20: 72 32
15: 112 31

Total: 201 77 Total Score = 15,477

Comments: Operated in ~30 min segments
throughout contest. My head still hurts from trying
to dig stations out of the noise on 15 and 20m dur-
ing the first few hours. Glad the bands settled back
down. Several nice short runs on both and 20m in
late afternoon/early evening, but I couldn't seem to
get anything going on 40m. Never heard anything
on 10m. Never attempted 80m

WAE DX Contest, CW

Call: N2NS Class: Single Op HP
Time (hrs): 8:15:

Band QSOs QTCs Mults

20: 106 35 74

15: 96 75 64

Total: 202 110 138 Total Score = 43,056

Operating

Comments: Casual operation. 8:15 was BIC time.
All S&P. Never attempted 10m. 15m seemed in de-
cent shape here. 20m so-so. Tried 40m early both
Fri and Sat evenings, but band here was noisy, and
heard only a very EU's- all big guns, and all with big
pileups. Skunked on both 40 and 80m. First try at
sending QTC's. After flubbing through my first QTC
series sending by hand, I figured out the N1IMM
mechanization for sending/logging QTC's. Slick. Log
shows I wkd 41 separate EU DXCC entities, even
though I missed a few that are normally easy. (CT,
CU, EA6, SV- heard CT and SV, but no QSQO's)




Fresno Amateur Radio Club

VHF CONTEST Sept. 14-15, 2013

Meet on the air on simplex frequencies (except 146.52) Exchange grid squares.
50.125 and up SSB 52.525 FM

144.2 plus and minus SSB Simplex FM

223.1 SSB 223.5FM

432.1 SSB 446.0 FM

921.1 SSB  927.5FM

1296.1 SSB 1294.5 FM plus microwave frequencies up through 10g.

There will be hill top stations, rover stations, and home stations all looking for a contact. Support our
local hams and give out some g's.

SEPTEMBER

* MI QRP Labor Day CW Sprint 2300Z, September 2 to 0300Z, September 3
* ARS Spartan Sprint 0100Z-0300Z, September 3
* NRAU 10m Activity Contest 1700Z-1800Z, September 5 (CW) and
1800Z-1900Z, September 5 (SSB) and
1900Z-2000Z, September 5 (FM) and
2000Z-2100Z, September 5 (Dig)

* QRP Fox Hunt 0100Z-0230Z, September 6

* NCCC RTTY Sprint Ladder 0130Z-0200Z, September 6

* PODXS 070 Club Jay Hudak Memorial 80m Sprint 2000 local,
September 6 to 0200 local, September 7

* All Asian DX Contest, Phone 0000Z, September 7 to 2400Z,
September 8
* Wake-Up! QRP Sprint 0600Z-0800Z, September 7
* SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 1200Z, September 7 to 2400Z, September 8
* AGCW Straight Key Party 1300Z-1600Z, September 7
* QCWA Fall QSO Party 1800Z, September 7 to 1800Z, September 8
* North American Sprint, CW 0000Z-0400Z, September 8
* DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest 11002-1700Z, September 8
* Swiss HTC QRP Sprint 1300Z-1900Z, September 8
* NAQCC-EU Monthly Sprint 1800Z-2000Z, September 11

* QRP Fox Hunt 0100Z-0230Z, September 13

* NCCC RTTY Sprint Ladder 0130Z-0200Z, September 13

* WAE DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, September 14 to 2359Z, September 15

* FOC QSO Party 00002-2359Z, September 14

* ARRL September VHF Contest 1800Z, September 14 to 0300Z,
September 16

* North American Sprint, SSB 0000Z-0400Z, September 15

* WAB 144 MHz QRO Phone 1000Z-1400Z, September 15

* Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0100Z-0300Z, September 16

* NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint 0030Z-0230Z, September 19

* NCCC RTTY Sprint Ladder 0130Z-0200Z, September 20

* ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest 0600 local, September 21 to 2400



Fresno Amateur Radio Club

QST QST,

The FARC Christmas Dinner is set for
the second Friday in December, in place
of the regular meeting.

The dinner this year will be at Di Cicco’s, at
the Cedar and Nees restaurant in the back room.

The address is 1530 E. Nees.
A decoration/prize committee has been started
with Mary Morrice, Nora Erbe, Gwynne Holden, and

Lisa Hunt.

Keep this date on your calendars!

4364 E. Ashlan Ave. ¥ Fresno Ca. 93726
Phone (559) 227-2986

Shop at SPARKY'S for all your electronic needs.
Everything in electronics for:

HOBBYIST
DO-IT-YOURSELFER
EXPERIMENTER

Professional and Amateur Radio publications,
Since 1963

Shortwave radios-Parts-Tools
Computer Accessories-LAN-Data Comm.
Cables and wire.
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

The Central Valley T-Hunters will be having a BEGINNERS T-HUNT on Saturday September 7, 2013. The
hunt is for those that want to learn some of the techniques used to find a hidden transmitter. It is open
to anyone (licensed amateur radio operators or non-licensed SWL's) interested in learning this skill.

Equipment will be available for those who want to give it a try! If you have a 2M receiver or HT bring it
along.

It will be a group hunt and should take 60-90 minutes.

DATE : SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2013
STARTING POINT : HIGHWAY 41 AND 145 AT THE PARK & RIDE
TIME : 10AM

HUNT FREQUENCY : 146.565 Mhz

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KI6QEL@SBCGLOBAL.NET

The next big hunt-

Sept. 28, Sat. at 10 A.M.

Big TX Hunt, with Ron, N6MTS, acting as the fox,
as he was the winner of the river hunt last time.

DATE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2013
STARTING POINT: HIGHWAY 41 AND 145 AT THE
PARK & RIDE

TIME: 10AM

HUNT FREQUENCY: 146.565 Mhz

Page 14



mailto:KI6QEL@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Portable Battery Power Box To Go (Version 1.0)
By Duane, KIGQEL

Since | do a lot of VHF contests as a rover and mountain top QRP, | was looking for a power supply
that was easily transportable, not too heavy, and had enough power to keep the radios working dur-
ing the contests. | looked on the internet and eBay where | found many ideas for this portable power

supply.

| had recently purchased six 12 volt 12 Ah sealed lead acid batteries from John (AG6BP). Six of
these batteries are pretty heavy. | decided to try to find a way to connect three of these batteries in
parallel and find a way to transport them easily. | found a plastic box at Walmart that looked promis-
ing. An Attwood Boater's Dry Box was the perfect size to hold three of the batteries. Itis 15.25 x
8.0 x 10.25 inches, has a rubber o-ring inside the lid to keep out the rain (until you cut holes in it!),
and a handle on top for easy carrying.

| wired the three batteries in parallel. Then | cut holes for the cigarette lighter socket and two sets of
Power Pole connectors and wired them in with 12ga wire. The box is not too heavy, is easily trans-
portable, and has 36 Ah of power to go!

This power supply is perfect for working portable on a mountain top, in the park, or for emergency
communications.

Version 2.0 is in the planning stages for the other three batteries and I'll have an update in a month
or two. If you have any suggestions of what to add, please let me know!




Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Freshno ARES/RACES

SNO COu
EMCOMM T

EC Report for August 2013

Hi All,

August is always a slow relaxing month. Well it has been a bit slower than our winter months but
we had some excitement. We had four nets, one EmComm Coffee, and one EmComm Meeting. We also
worked on the Rim Fire with the Red Cross.

Fimsg Practice
Starting Aug. 5, 2013, we began having FiImsg. practice after the nets on Monday nights. Lead by

Richard (KE6SHL), several of our members met on 145.55 and practiced sending messages back and
forth using digital modes. We used both PSK31 and PSK125. We found that PSK125, with its higher speed
had fewer errors, produced more efficient results. We are going to continue this practice and plan on us-
ing not only the PSK modes but employing some of the other digital modes such as MT63. Although these
modes have a wider footprint, traffic passes quicker and more efficiently.

The Rim Fire and Red Cross

August 19, 2013. Fresno County ARES was put on alert by the Central Valley Red Cross for the
Rim Fire located between Mariposa, California and Yosemite National Park. We were asked to relay infor-
mation from their shelter. We had our people operating from home monitoring the Mariposa 146.745 at
Mt. Bullion. In the event of traffic needed to be passed to the Red Cross Headquarters (RC HQ). in Fres-
no we would use a local land line. Mariposa County ARES manned the shelter at Greeley Hills Community
Center in Coulterville, California, ready to pass traffic to the RC HQ. This continued for about twenty-four
hours before the shelter was shut down from lack of clients.

August, 25, 2013. We were reactivated due to more evacuations and a need for a shelter. We set
up as before, working from home.

August 26, 2013. We were asked to set up at the Red Cross Office at 1300 W. Shaw Ave. in Fres-
no. We located at the RC HQ erecting an antenna mast with an Elk dual band log periotic and setting up a
station using a FT-8800 and a power system consisting of a deep cycle battery, power supply with a pow-

Continued on page 21
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er gate to ensure no power outages. We made contact with Mariposa County ARES who were located at
the Greeley Hill shelter. We passed traffic back and forth until we were asked to shut down for the night.
We returned to the station at 0700 hr. the next morning.

For some time before the event Fresno County ARES as well as Mariposa County ARES had been
practicing passing traffic with the digital modes, PSK etc. We had been using vhf fm simplex, and able to
contact Mariposa with little difficulty. During the Rim Fire event Mariposa County ARES asked if we like to
try to use digital modes from the shelter and the RC HQ. We would have to use a repeater and we had
not tried that before. We tested and all seemed to work. We were using Fldigi and FImsg on PSK125. We
found that the faster speed and wider signal had fewer errors.

The Red Cross was very impressed with the ability to send and receive traffic in the ICS-213 Form
filled out and printed copy. We used this mode for about two and a half hours before we were asked to
stand down and go back into the standby mode. We took down the station at 1715 local time August 27,
2013.

The Fresno County ARES Members that took part are the following:
Glen Caine (N6HEW) FC ARES EC, Dan Pruitt (AE6SX) SJV SM, Jerry Hammons (W6GCL), Richard Pack
(KE6SHL), Lew Roberts (KI6YWX), Karl Kramer (W6TUI). Jan Whitteberry (WA6WTF), Greg Waters
(KI6OUI)..

Tour de Fresno Bike Race

The Tour de Fresno Bike Race will be held September 14, 2013. This is a 100 mile race and we
have been asked to help the CARP Club with the event. People will be needed at all of the rest stops as
well as other areas. This is a good training tool, giving us practice passing traffic under natural condi-
tions. If you would like to take part please contact either Rob Mavis by email (ae6ge@karp.org) or my-
self using the information listed at the end of the publication. I am looking forward to work with you.

Net Control Staff Needed

We are looking for volunteers to take a turn as net control on Monday nights. This is not a difficult
task. We will provide the preamble and net roster. This is a great way to enhance your skills running a
net for emergency situations. If you are interested, please contact Gary (KI6OYW) at 559-269-1340 or
email
g_greenberg@att.net

Our Calendar

Don’t forget the Monday Night Emcomm Net at 1930 hr. on the 147.15 MHz Pl 141.3. We have
some good information and camaraderie. On the third Friday of the month there is an Emcomm Break-
fast at YFC on Cedar south of Ashlan in Granite Park at 0830hr. And last but not least the Emcomm
Meeting will be held on the fourth Thursday this month. The next meeting will be Thursday the
26nd of September, at 1900 hr. at the Salvation Army Citadel at 1854 Fulton St., Fresno.

Best of 73’s

GLEN CAINE (N6HEW)

Fresno County RACES Officer
Fresno County ARES EC
559-999-7590, N6hew@att.net
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club
F.A.R.C. DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP. Ad-
ditional family members in the same household are $5.00 each per
year. After July 1st pay only $7.50 for the half year, $2.50 for
family members. Make checks payable to F.A.R.C. and send to:
P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, CA 93755-5912.

2013 Fresno Amateur Radio Club - Membership Application

Date
Name Call Sign
Address
City State ZIP
Home Phone Cell Phone
Occupation Birthdate
License Class Year 1% Licensed
ARRL Member? QWCA Member?
E-mail address
Additional Family Member in same household:
Spouse Name Call Sign
Son/Daughter Name Call Sign

2013
Fresno Ama-
teur Radio Club
Activities and

Events

Meetings on
the 2nd Friday
of the month

FD on the 4th
full weekend in
June

Banquet Din-
ner in Decem-
ber

Club Picnic in
summer

FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.
P.O. Box 5912
Fresno, CA 93755-5912

Send To:
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