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FARC General Meetings 
are held the 2nd Friday of 

each month, 7 p.m. at AMF 

Sierra Lanes unless otherwise 

noted.  Stay tuned in for new 

announcements. 

__________________ 

2013 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  

1st Tuesday of each month at 

WB6VRJ’s QTH.  

__________________ 

 
FARC Nets 

Morning Drive Time Net: 

Weekday mornings-7:30—

8:00 a.m.  

W6TO/R 146.940   

Tech Net: 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net: 
Sundays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

 

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  P.O. Box 5912, Fresno. CA  

93755-5912 

 
 

   
  CLUB PRESIDENTS NOTES 

 

We have had some great meet-

ings this past year, and now we 

have two other great events 

coming up:  the November 

Swap Meet and the Christmas 

Dinner. 

 

The Swap meet is a great place 

to get together with your fellow 

Hams, and look at, admire, 

drool over, and purchase a lot of 

great good-looking Ham gear.  No, I am not for sale! 

 

Christmas dinner is also a great thing-a chance for all of us Hams to get to-

gether, share the spirit of Christmas and good fellowship and the warmth 

and fun of good friends. 

 

I certainly hope that everyone comes to this. Buy your tickets and BE 

THERE! Who knows, maybe there will be a surprise visitor-and even if he 

does not show up, the spirit is always there. 

 

I did happen to go to an outing sponsored by the Low Tide Radio group 

(W6LTR).  Perhaps we might think of having and doing the same kind of 

thing.  Perhaps there is a club member with a field or space in the 

Coarsegold-Oakhurst area, where we could set up operations and have out-

ing every so often.  Certainly, it is an idea worth considering... Tell ya what-

think positively or negatively about it, and tell one of the Board Members, 

and see where we go. 

Until later than, HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND TO ALL A MERRY 

CHIRSTMAS! 
W. Stuart Home   
WB6VRJ 

 
 

Next meeting- 2nd Friday of the month, November 8, at 7 P.M. AMF Sierra Lanes 

SKIPSKIP  

 

Annual Swap Meeting, 
Fri. Nov. 8, 7 P.M. at 

the AFM Sierra Lanes, 
on Blackstone Ave. 

Fresno,  
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Ham exams in Fresno, page 8 
Find out about the next drawing on 

p. 6 
Membership form on last page 

Find out about the TX hunt on p. 13 
DX info on p. 9-10 

EMCOMM p. 14-15 
Sale items P. 5 

Christmas dinner p. 12 
 

Next meeting is November 8th! 
      7 P.M.! 
 
Remember the dinner meeting 
in December!   
 
Dues for 2014 are $20, $5 for 
additional family members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The October meeting featured the newest, greatest, and in use all over Anderson  
Power-Pole connectors.    Hams all over are using these dc connectors!   Lou gave an 
informed presentation with lots of info. 

 

 

Reservations for the Christmas Dinner will 
be taken at the November meeting.  $15 per 
person.   

 

 

 

A previous FARC Swap meeting.   
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2013  FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FARC Officers and Board members: 
Stuart Home, Pres. – WB6VRJ  wb6vrj@w6to.com     (559) 485-8659 12/2013 

Ken Holden, WA6OIB-co VP   wa6oib@w6to.com  (559) 323-6753  12/2015 
Joe Cardoza, WA6FFJ-co VP   wa6ffj@w6to.com  (599) 455-1071 12/2015 
Jim Erbe, Sec.   - W6NIF   w6nif@w6to.com   (559) 222-7524  12/2013 

Ron Hunt, Treas. - N6MTS   n6mts@w6to.com  (559) 289-8514  12/2013 
Board Members: 
Joseph Capell, W0PJD   W0PJD@me.com   (559) 225-3582  12/2013 

Aaron Lusk, K6USY    k6usy@w6to.com  (559) 301-1022 12/2015 
Jack Baker, AC6LT     ac6lt@CVIP.net  (559) 297-4311 12/2013 
Larry Kramer, K6VLF   k6vlf@w6to.com   (559) 264-0772   12/2013 

 
Mark every Thursday on your calendar for lunch at the Sil-
ver Dollar Hofbrau, corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw Ave. Gath-

ering is at 11:30 A.M. in the back room. 
 

Breakfast on Mondays and Saturdays at Jeb’s 
Blueberry Café located at Blackstone and Da-

kota, starting at 7am.  
 
Also Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite Falls 

Cafe at Blackstone  and Shaw starting at 8am.  
 

Join the DX’ers for breakfast on the first Sat. 
of the month at Carrows on Blackstone/Ashlan 
at 7 A.M. in the back room. 

 
The Quarter Century Wireless Association 

Lunch is held on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at Carrows on Blackstone.   

 Event       Date 
Sweepstakes  CW  Nov. 2-3 

Hidden TX Hunt  Nov. 2 

FARC Swap Meeting Nov. 8 

Sweepstakes  Ph  Nov. 16-17 

CQWW CW    Nov 23-24 

ARRL 160M   Dec. 7-8 

FARC Dinner   Dec. 13 

ARRL 10M    Dec. 14-15 

Straight Key Night  New Years Eve 

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They 

support us not only in revenue for the 
club but they also allow us space on the 

counters and shelves for copies of SKIP 
and other club announcements.  

Send Skip items to Skip editor John Morrice, 

K6MI at:     k6mi@pacbell.net 
 

You can download this and past Skip issues 

under the Document Archive menu by visiting 

w6to.com. 

Be a net control op!  Contact Joe, WA6FFJ at: 

nailbender@unwiredbb.com.   

 

mailto:wb6vrj@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:wa6nif@w6to.com
mailto:n6mts@w6to.com
mailto:w0pjd@me.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
http://w6to.com
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So long to a well known ham of Fresno   

 

On October 23, 2013, a group of hams gathered at KB6DI’s residence to remove his antennae and tow-

er.  He is moving to the Carolinas, near Charlotte, to set up a new residence with his wife. They will be 

looking for a few acres so Bob can put back up his tower and antennae. Their house is sold and they are 

packing up for the move. 

 

Roth’s crane provided the needed apparatus to for the removal of 2 HF beams, the mast, and the crank 

up tower.  Paul, W6VPS, was having a fun E ticket ride in this removal.  The mast popped out of the tow-

er, the crane’s boom moved up and down and you could hear Paul saying ‘Yee Haw”!  Helping were Ted, 

W6TLM, Jim, W6NIF, and Bob, KB6DI.  One by one each antenna was lowered and set on saw horses to 

be dismantled.  Bob is actually shipping his antenna and tower along with the furniture. Have a nice 

move, Bob, and call us when you get everything up and running. 
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Amateur Radio N7TNQ FARC Donation Inventory 

Attached is the inventory of the 

donation to the club from: 

Bob Franks 

N7TNQ....Formally WA6VCG  

 

  

Interested parties contact me at 

Home 559-323-6753 or Cell 559-

289-2891 

Or by e-mail ken9@pipeline.com 

 

 de Ken, WA6OIB 

 

 

All proceeds will go to the 

Club. 

MAKE MODEL SERIAL DESCRIPTION NOTES 

Kenwood TS-520  HF Transceiver Like New in Original Box 

Kenwood SP-520  Matching Speaker Like New in Original Box 

     

MFJ MFJ-941D  VersaTuner II HF Antenna Tuner W/Box 

AEA PK-88 881874 Packet Controller W/Book 

WB6MTR Home Brew  HF Antenna Tuner  

MFJ MFJ-931  Artificial Ground  

Atlas DC-200  200W Dummy Load No Oil (Needs Mineral Oil) 

     

Curtis EK-430  C Mos Keyer  

Ham Radio Center Ham-Key  Dual Paddle & Hand Key  

Autek QWF-1A  Audio Receive Filter  

Palomar R-X NB  Antenna Noise Bridge  

Heath HWA-7-1  
13VDC Power Supply (For Heath QRP 
Rigs)  

Micronta   Signal Injector  

Van Gordon Hi-Q  1:1 Balun  

SST T-3  Mobile Impedance XFMR  

Bunker-Ramo Model 83  3 Pos Antenna Switch (SO-239)  

Archer 43-101  Telco Line Tester  

Micronta 22-025  Transistor Tester  

     

H&M   2A Variable P/S  

UK   AM/FM Auto Radio (2)  

mailto:ken9@pipeline.com
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Membership Attendance drawing will be $70 in Dec. 
WA6IMA was the winner who 
was not pre- sent in Oct. 

Must be pre- sent to win.  
$70 will be drawn at the 
Dec. meet- ing.    

Thanks to Duane, KI6QEL, Rob, AE6GE, Jim, W6NIF, Craig, 

KQ6I,  and Richard, KE6SHL,  for providing the photographs 

included in SKIP.  

 

Corrections to last months Skip!  Our sharp eyed readers 
are on the lookout for everything.  The corrected Skip is in 

the w6to.com archive.   
More new prizes at the next meeting!  The raffle 

helps pay for the meeting expenses. 

 

  

Remember to send in your 2013 dues, now only 

$7.50 for the rest of the year, and $2.50 for addi-

tional family members!  Or bring them to the next 

club meeting.  Dues for 2014 are $20, and $5 for 

additional family members 

 

 

ARRL Section Man-

ager for the SJV  
Section, Dan, 

AE6SX.  Dan’s SJV 
news is found at 

arrl.org 

Fresno ARC Is looking for another Control Op 

for the Morning Drive Time Net.   

It is a two man show and you would assist 
Ben, WB6GBS.  Those interested should visit 

http://w6to.com for further information. 
 

 

 
For those of you interested with the various unde-

sired noise sources we hear on the HF bands and 

trying to figure if it's natural or man made, this is 

a must listen -- recorded on 21 and 28 mHz on 

Oct. 23. 

 

http://spaceweather.com/images2013/23oct13/

SR_Oct222013_2118ut28.21MHzM4_Ashcraft.mp

3 

 

Description currently on the homepage of Space-

weather.com. 

 

 

K3LR  view: 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMzdTQzJjSc  

 

You know your antennas are high enough when 

your quadcopter cant reach the top one. 

 
 

Take a listen to SS QSO’s: 

First, N6BV during a high run rate from N6RO dur-

ing SS: 

http://www.nccc.cc/members/ss_2006/

n6bv_ssph_2001.zip 

 

Second, W3LPL operating Field Day dealing with a 

bunch of clowns but still maintaining a high rate. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77UPoAD4lj0  
 

arrl.org
http://w6to.com/
http://spaceweather.com/images2013/23oct13/SR_Oct222013_2118ut28.21MHzM4_Ashcraft.mp3
http://spaceweather.com/images2013/23oct13/SR_Oct222013_2118ut28.21MHzM4_Ashcraft.mp3
http://spaceweather.com/images2013/23oct13/SR_Oct222013_2118ut28.21MHzM4_Ashcraft.mp3
http://spaceweather.com/
http://spaceweather.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMzdTQzJjSc
http://www.nccc.cc/members/ss_2006/n6bv_ssph_2001.zip
http://www.nccc.cc/members/ss_2006/n6bv_ssph_2001.zip
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77UPoAD4lj0
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Local Amateur Radio Repeaters 
 Organization  Call Sign   Frequency  Offset  PL 

 CARP   K6ARP    147.675    -  141.3 

 CARP   N6JXL    224.380    -  141.3 

 CARP   K6ARP    444.725    -  141.3 

 CARP   NI6M    440.350   +  141.3 

 CONDOR  WB6BRU   224.900    -  156.7 

 FARC   W6TO    146.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    223.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    444.200    -  141.3 

 BRA   W6FSC    145.230    -  141.3 

 BRA   W6FSC    443.450   +  141.3 

 KINGS ARC  N6CVC    145.110/444.95   -  100.0 

 NC9RS   NC9RS    927.6625/902.0125  -  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   147.180    +  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   441.175    -  146.2 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   146.850    -  141.3 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   443.250    +  107.2 

 RACES   N6HEW   147.150    +  141.3 

 SJVARS  KE6JZ    146.820    -  141.3 

 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN   147.030    +  100.0 

 W6NIF   W6NIF    444.100    +  100.0 

 WINSystem  K6JSI    146.790    -  100.0 

 WINSystem  K6JSI    444.250    +  100.0 

 CVRC   N6IB    443.950   +  141.3 

 CVRC   N6IB    442.350   +  141.3 

 CVRC   N6VQL    147.315     +  141.3 

Birthdays: 

 
11/04 WA6VZM Gwynne 

 

11/05 K6MI John 

 

Anniversaries: 

 
11/05 KI6QEL Duane and Karen 

 
DX Breakfast 
 
The Fresno DX Breakfast meets the first Sat. of 
every month at Carrow’s Restaurant, 4280 N. 
Blackstone in Fresno. The group gathers between 
0700 and 0800 hours. We have the back room until 
about 10:00 AM.  
“The only way to be loud....is to transmit.” 
 DX is the one you do not have confirmed!! 
 DXing is 90% mental -- the other half is physical.  
N2MG  
 
To check on foreign postage go to http://
www.k4hb.com/postage/html  
 

Ten meter net, CW and Phone, every 

Wednesday 
7 P.M. for CW at 28.140 

8 P.M. for SSB at 28.445 
 

This is a local net, the cw part run by 
KF6ZXO, and the SSB part by Doyle, 

W6OEZ.  Have fun checking in on one or 
both modes. 

 
Also at 7 P.M. is our own FARC Tech Net, 

with AC6LT on the W6TO repeaters. 
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AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS     IN FRESNO 
 

UNLICENSED THRU EXTRA CLASS 
Sponsored by the   FRESNO VE TEAM 

And the FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 
 

2013 
 

Exams for all Amateur license classes will be conducted on the following dates in Fresno California.  All exams are giv-
en on Saturday and begin at 9:30 AM. 
  

                       November 9 
 
LOCATION: ....Salvation Army Fresno Citadel, 1854 Fulton Street, Fresno CA 93721 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From North or South of Fresno, Take Highway 99 to Highway 180 east.  Go east on 
180 to Fulton Street off ramp.  Turn right on Fulton Street.   Go south on Fulton across Divisidero to 
Sacramento Ave. Turn left on Sacramento Ave and park.  You have arrived. 
 
Theory exams are multiple choice.  
 
Priority mail is used to send paperwork to ARRL, who sends data to FCC via electronic mail, thus 
assuring the fastest possible service on new licenses, which typically are posted to the FCC data-
base by the end of the week following the exam. 
 
BRING. Two ID’s, one with photo.  Taxpayer ID Number (Social Security Number), or FCC Registra-
tion Number (preferred).  
 
 Fee $15.00 per test session.  Bring exact change.  Original and copy of Amateur License.  Talk 
in on 146.94 repeater. 
 
Walk in’s only, no pre-registration. 
 
More Info?? Contact Charles,  (559) 431-2038  
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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THE DX CORNER 
By Charles McConnell W6DPD 

 

November 2013 
 

DX is the one you don’t have confirmed 
 

Of the most recent DXpeditions, “If you worked it, it was the best DXpedition ever. If you 
missed it, it was probably not so good.” “And so it goes.”  Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD 
 

If you want help with DX, you can contact the local members of the Central California DX Club 
for some assistance.  Charles W6DPD 431-2038, Perry K6XJ 299-2802, or Jim WS6X 292-8353 

can give you advice.  The big thing about finding DX is to tune the bands.  Check out the Cen-
tral California DX Club Web page at http://www.ccdxc.org for information and useful links. 
 

The local DX’ers meet on the first Saturday of the month for breakfast at Carrow’s, 4280 N. 
Blackstone in Fresno.  The group gathers between 0700 and 0800.  All are welcome. 

 
Check out www.spaceweather.com and www.solarham.com for information on the solar cycle.  
The higher the solar flux and the lower the A and K Indices, the better the band conditions. 

 
The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978-0970.  You can 

send up to 10 address labels and $0.80 for each envelope to the address above.  They will put 
1 unit of First Class postage on the envelope.  If you work DX, you should have envelopes at 
the bureau so you can get your cards.  You may be able to check your status at the bureau at 

http://www.qslbureau.org/ 

The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service has raised the rates for sending ARRL members QSL cards to 
foreign countries.  The new rate is $2 for up to 10 cards in one envelope, $3 for 11 to 20 cards 

in one envelope and 75 cents per ounce for more than 20 cards. 
 

Postage rates around the world are constantly changing.  To see current rates go to http://
www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm where you can find the current postal rates for most of 
the countries of the world.  IRCs can no longer be ordered online from the US Post Office. To 
check on foreign postage, you can go to http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html. To learn about ad-

dressing envelopes to everywhere in the world, go to http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/ for a discus-

sion and examples.  An International Forever Stamp is now available for $1.10 at the U. S. Post 

Office. 

If you don’t get a DX Bulletin and you belong to ARRL, you should register on the members on-

ly web page and check the box for the ARRL DX Bulletin.  This one is emailed each Thursday.   
Or you can go to the ARRL web page in the News/ Bulletin section and view the bulletins there.  
You can also read the OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the web.  Search OP DX Bulletin 

or 425 DX Bulletin to get the URL.  You can subscribe to the Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX 
too.  These bulletins will keep you informed of DX operations and QSL information. 
 

Continued on page 10 

http://www.ccdxc.org/
http://www.spaceweather.com/
http://www.solarham.com/
http://www.qslbureau.org/
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html
http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/
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Continued from page 10 
 
 
 

The following operations are scheduled: 
 
Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2 
Ascension Island ZD8D maybe an October 2011 start 
Angola D2CQ February 2010 for a few years. 
Marion Island ZS8C and ZS8Z May 2013 to April 2014 
Mozambique C91GBA June 27 to December 15, 2013 
Uganda 5X1NH September 26 to November 16, 2013 
Wake Island KH9 maybe November 1 to November 15, depending on transportation 
Solomon Islands H44MS October 3 to November 26, 2013 
Senegal 6V7S October 22 to November 27, 2013 
Austral Island TX5RV October 30 to November 6, 2013 
Easter Island CE0Y November 1 to November 7, 2013 
Banaba T33A November 5 to November 18, 2013 
St. Vincent J88HL November 17 to November 29, 2013 
Aves Island YW0A between November 2013 and February 2014 for 10 days 
Juan Fernandez XR0ZR November 8 to November 20, 2013 
American Samoa N8A November 12 to November 27, 2013 
Swaziland 3DA0ET November 18 to November 27, 2013 
Bangladesh S2 November 19 to November 29, 2013 
Fed. States of Micronesia V63DX, V63ZF November 22 to November 30, 2013 
Niue E6RQ December 7 to December 17, 2013 
Temotu H40FN December 21, 2013 to January 10, 2014 
St. Vincent J88EA? February 10 to February 17, 2014 
Mayotte FH/DL7BC March 21 to April 4, 2014 
Botswana A22D April 2014 
Mellish Reef VK9M sometime in 2014 
Tromelin FT/T sometime in 2014 
Amsterdam Island FT5ZM 18 days between January 24 and February 15, 2014 
Mellish Reef VK9MT? Late March to Early April 2014 
Heard Island VK0/H postponed to January 2015 
 

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information.  

 

As the time for the operation is at hand, watch the DX Summit (www.dxsummit.fi) for listings.   

 

There are a number of state QSO parties each year. Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web 

page.  State QSO parties are a good place to collect states for your Worked All States award. ARRL Log 

Book of the World now supports the Worked All States Award. 

 

Good luck, tune the dial, and listen. 

 

Charles, W6DPD 

http://www.dxsummit.fi/
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Club members on the air:   

  JARTS WW RTTY Contest 
 Call: N2NS   Class: Single Op HP  Operating Time (hrs): 10.5 

 Summary: Band QSOs Mults 

 80:        7     5 

 40:      85    29 

 20:      91    27 

 15:    201    64 

 10:    143    38 

 Total: 527 163 Total Score = 219,887 

Comments: Missed most of Saturday. On and off throughout day on Sun. Great EU opening on 15m Sun AM. 

Never got anything going on 80m, and until last hour of contest was not able to get a decent run on 20m. 15 

and 10m were the money bands here. High point was working C82DX on 20m Sunday afternoon for a new 

RTTY country. 

 K3/P3, Alpha 9500, N1MM logger.  10/15/20m: 4 el SteppIR @ 56' 

40m: 4 el Force 12 230/240 (2 el on 40m) @ 70'  80m: 1/4 wave sloper (tx), K9AY loop (rx) 
  California QSO Party 

 Call: W6YO    Operator(s): N2NS   Class: SOFixed HP    QTH: FRES    Operating Time (hrs): 6:41 

 Summary:  Band CW Qs Ph Qs 

 160:       5        0 

 80:       30        0 

 40:       58        3 

 20:     118        2 

 15:     104      36 

 10:       60      10         Total: 375      51     Mults = 48     Total Score = 58,896 

 Comments: Operated mostly in 15-30 minute periods over the event. 99% running. CQ-ed on 50.096 at 

0400Z Sat evening for 5 minutes, but heard nothing.  

 Missed: HI, UT, ND, SD, NE, NE, VT, AB, MAR, NT, QC   
  CQWW Phone 
K6AAB  Multi op, single transmitter, low power, 24 hours 
Band  QSO’s  Zones  Countries 
80: 5 3 4 
40: 23 9 8 
20: 63 25 40 
15: 99 29 69 
10: 86 24 58     Total  276   90   179 
10 and 15M were terrific, low bands were poor.    Steve, K6AAB 
                     CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB 

N6ED   Class: SOAB(A) HP  Operating Time (hrs): 20 

Summary:  Band  QSOs  Zones  Countries 

  160:    3     3        3 

   80:   26    13       21 

   40:  116    25       77 

   20:  152    33      102 

   15:  145    36      119 

   10:  443    36      133         Total:  885   146      455  Total Score = 1,506,707 

Part-time effort.  Great to hear 10m HOT!!  Also nice to run into a lot of friends all over the world.  CU all in 

CW! 



 Fresno Amateur Radio Club  

  Page 12 

             

QST QST,    

 
     The FARC Christmas Dinner is set for 
the second Friday in December, in place 
of the regular meeting. 

 
     The dinner this year will be at Di Cicco’s, at 
the Cedar and Nees restaurant in the back room. 

 
      The address is 1530 E. Nees. 
 

      A decoration/prize committee has been started 
with Mary Morrice, Nora Erbe, Gwynne Holden, and 
Lisa Hunt.    
 

Keep this date on your calendars! 
 

4364 E. Ashlan Ave. * Fresno Ca. 93726 

Phone (559) 227-2986 

Shop at SPARKY’S for all your electronic needs. 

Everything in electronics for: 

HOBBYIST 

DO-IT-YOURSELFER 
EXPERIMENTER 

Professional and Amateur Radio publications, 

Since 1963 

Shortwave radios-Parts-Tools 

Computer Accessories-LAN-Data Comm. 
Cables and wire. 

2013 Allen Ross 

Award recipient 

Duane, KI6QEL, 

and Boner 

Award recipient 

John, K6MI 
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Small Antenna Storage   
By Duane, KI6QEL 

I have several light aluminum antennas that I have built and purchased for using when VHF contest-
ing and for portable use.  Storage for these antennas has always been an issue.  They are too long 
to hang from the rafters in the garage as they hang too low and that’s a good way to put out an eye.  
Storing them up in the rafters is too much of a hassle to get them up and to retrieve.  Leaning them 
up against the walls of the garage robs me of too much storage space.  I have lived in this house for 
30 years and you tend to accumulate lots of “stuff”.  When I got into this radio hobby, the “stuff” be-
ing stored seemed to multiply ten 
fold. 
My wife Karen came out to the gar-
age and was trying to get around 
some of the antennas I had leaning 
on tables, chairs, and other various 
things.  She said why don’t you Vel-
cro those antennas to the inside of 
the garage door.  I said, no, they are 
too heavy for Velcro…….but not for 
wire ties! 
So I got a few wire ties and tied them 
to the supports of the garage door.  
The aluminum antennas are not very 
heavy so they don’t put too much 
strain on the garage door opener.  
Easy to put up, and easy to retrieve 
when needed.  Problem solved. 
One last thing, if you have a roll up 

garage door……..need I say any 

more? 

Ron Hunt, N6MTS, will be the fox on the next hunt. 

 

The next big hunt- 
 

Nov. 2, Sat. at 10 A.M.  
 

Big TX Hunt,  with Ron, N6MTS, acting as the fox, 

as he was the winner of the river hunt last time. 

 

DATE:  SATURDAY, Nov. 2, 2013 

 

STARTING POINT:  HIGHWAY 41 AND 145 AT THE 

PARK & RIDE 

TIME:  10AM 

HUNT FREQUENCY:  146.565 Mhz 
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 EC Report for October 
2013  

 

  

Hi All, 

 October was a busy month for Amateur Radio 

and a quiet month for our EmComm Group. We had 

Pacificon October 11th through the 13th. A few from our 

group attended and had a great time. We went to seminars covering everything from digital modes to 

EmComm to solar power and the go kits. One of the better ones was on the magnetic loop antennas. 

They are easy to build, compact, and work well even with low power. If you have not gone to Pacificon, 

you might put it on your calendar for next year, it is worth the time and money. 

 We also had the Red Monkey Open House Saturday October 19th. Bill Johnson and the CVRC Radio 

Club held a very nice event. They had license testing, swap meet, and a raffle with some nice prizes. 

They also had a BBQ with hotdogs and hamburgers.  

 On the Emcomm note we had 4 nets, 4 digital mode practices, 1 digital workshop, 1 Steering 

Committee meeting, EmComm Breakfast, and 1 EmComm meeting. 

   

Flmsg Practice  

 Starting August 5th, 2013, we began having Flmsg. practice after the nets on Monday nights. Led 

by Richard (KE6SHL), several of our members met on 145.55 and practiced sending messages back and 

forth using digital modes. Richard is directing us through the maze of many new digital modes most of us 

have not tried. We have sent a picture or two with some limited success. If you have the capability, con-

sider joining in on this learning experience. We usually have a digital work shop once a month but due to 

the busy schedules during the holiday months we will not have one until January. Please consider coming 

even if you do not have the equipment, it is a good way to get acquainted with the modes and see what 

it takes to operate it. 

 

Two Cities Marathon 

 The Two Cities Marathon will take place on November 3rd. Dan Pruitt, AE6SX, has headed up the 

Amateur Radio backup communications for the medical staff. Many of our EmComm group will be taking 

part, manning the medical rest stops as well as the medical Command Post. We will start at 0530 and 

stay until the last entry crosses the finish line. These events are great training exercises; we use a formal 

net format and pass messages, use logs and message forms. We will be asking our members to take part 

in at least two events a year. This will keep your skills sharp. 

 

Our Last EmCommMeeting 

 We had some special guests at our October meeting. On presenter was Capt. Thomas retired from 

the Modesto Police Dept. His bio is as follows: 

 

L. Lucian Thomas, KF6NPG, General Class 

Captain Modesto Police Department - March 2008 to 2013  

Director Stanislaus Regional 9-1-1 of Stanislaus County - February 2005 to 2013 

Some Topics covered by Capt. Thomas: 

1. ARES Group Organization 

2. Member recruitment and retention 

3. Interaction with served agencies and community groups 

Continued on page 21 
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4. Our role in emergency activations 

5. Interaction with other amateur radio clubs and ARES groups in our area 

6. Local SET 

7. Community events 

 

 Capt. Thomas gave an outstanding presentation and we found we had some things in common and 

they did some things differently. We will glean what we can from his ideas to improve our group and the 

way we operate.  

 Ed Hanna, KF6FIR, our Section Emergency Coordinator had brought his portable Amateur TV equip-

ment and told us how it worked and how it had helped during disasters in the north valley. He has a nice 

compact setup that is in a small backpack and weighs only about five pounds. Maybe we can talk him into 

coming down again and putting on a demonstration.     

 I would like to thank Pat Mandas, KG6JXZ, from Denair (Stanislaus County), and Paul Owen, 

W6UHF, from Modesto for coming down and helping with the presentation. maybe we can reciprocate and 

visit them 

 

.                                      
                      Cpt. Thomas, KF6NPG                                                         Ed Hanna, KF6FIR 

 

Net Control Staff Needed 

We are looking for volunteers to take a turn as net control on Monday nights. This is not a difficult 

task. We will provide the preamble and net roster. This is a great way to enhance your skills running a net 

for emergency situations. If you are interested, please contact Gary (KI6OYW) at 559-269-1340 or email 

 g_greenberg@att.net 

 

Our Calendar 

Don’t forget the Monday Night Emcomm Net at 1930 hr. on the 147.15 MHz Pl 141.3. We have 

some good information and camaraderie. On the third Friday of the month there is an Emcomm Break-

fast at YFC on Cedar south of Ashlan in Granite Park at 0830hr. And last but not least the Emcomm 

Meeting will be on the FIRST Thursday of DECEMBER. The next meeting will be Thursday, Decem-

ber 5th , at 1900 hr. at the Salvation Army Citadel at 1854 Fulton St., Fresno. We are moving the meeting 

because it landed on Thanksgiving. This will cover the December meeting as well. 

 

Best of 73’s 

GLEN CAINE (N6HEW) 

Fresno County RACES Officer 

Fresno County ARES EC   

559-999-7590, N6hew@att.net 

 

Continued from p. 20 
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W6VPS  Antenna Update 
 

 

 

 

 

We are closing in on finishing the antenna project.  I 

hope to get it hooked up and playing in another two 

trips up the tower.  

 

 

 

Overall shot for perspective and included at no extra 

cost.. Ripley the Wonder Dog  just as he spied a squir-

rel. By the time the shutter clicked he was off and run-

ning after the furry tree rat. 

 

 

 

Start of the project.  The pole coming out of my head is the gin pole which we used to rope the center mast into 

position.   Here you get a glimpse of my face rather than my ass.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up high..taping the coax line from the small antenna on the tippy 

top.  The very top of the tower is only 47 feet.   

 

 

 

 

 

The small antenna will end up at being 55 feet above ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 17 
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Continued from page 16 

 

 

 

At the end of this morning’s work,  There are still two elements to go onto the boom of the big 

antenna.  Then the coax will get connected and we’ll mount the rotor inside the tow and that should do it…

except for dressing the cables and other small potatoes house keeping chores. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And my illustrious ground crew  W6NIF and W6TLM 
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FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

P.O. Box 5912 
Fresno, CA 93755-5912 

Send To: 

F.A.R.C. DUES ARE $20 PER YEAR FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP. Additional 

family members in the same household are $5.00 each per year. New 
hams are free for the first year.  Make checks payable to F.A.R.C. and 

send to: 

P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, CA  93755-5912.  
 

 2013 
Fresno Ama-

teur Radio Club 
   Activities and 

Events  
 

Meetings on 
the 2nd Friday 

of the month 

FD on the 4th 
full weekend in 

June 

Banquet Din-
ner in Decem-

ber 

Club Picnic in 
summer 

2013 Fresno Amateur Radio Club - Membership Application 

Date ______________ 

Name___________________________________ Call Sign ____________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City __________________________State _______ZIP_______________ 

Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone _____________________ 

Occupation___________________________ Birthdate______________ 

License Class ___________________ Year 1st Licensed ______________ 

ARRL Member? ________________ QWCA Member?_______________ 

E-mail address____________________________ Anniversary Date_______ 

Additional Family Member in same household: 

Spouse Name____________________________ Call Sign____________ 

Son/Daughter Name_______________________ Call Sign____________ 


