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FARC General Meetings 
are held the 2nd Friday of 

each month, 7 p.m. at AMF 

Sierra Lanes unless otherwise 

noted.  Stay tuned in for new 

announcements. 

__________________ 

2014 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  

1st Tuesday of each month at 

WB6VRJ’s QTH.  

__________________ 

 
FARC Nets 

Morning Drive Time Net: 

Weekday mornings-7:30—

8:00 a.m.  

W6TO/R 146.940   

Tech Net: 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net: 
Sundays @ 7:00 pm 

W6TO/R 146.940   

 

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  P.O. Box 5912, Fresno. CA  

93755-5912 

 
 

  GREETINGS FROM YOUR PRESI-

DENT! 

 

I am very aware that April 1 is here.  So I 

will not be making any jokes or anything 

else.  Contrary to popular rumor, 1 April is 

NOT my patron Saints day! 

 

Gosh, March was a great time!  An excellent program put on by Ken, 

WA6OIB about the ARRL.  That, and the RED MONKEY swap meet and 

general show.  Rumor has it that I spent a dollar or two; but I saw some really 

fancy rigs being sold-naw, I did Not buy any of them.  My allowance was not 

enough! 

 

April promises another great club meeting, so y'all come, heah! 

 

Not only that but Low Tide Radio is planning another outing up near Ray-

mond this April. 

 

Jack, AC6LT [Leaking Turtle] is saying he will no longer be NCS for the 

Wednesday Basic Science Net on Wednesday evening on W6TO repeater; so 

if anyone wants to volunteer for that very prestigious post, step up and let us 

know who you are! 

 

Any of you returning hams or new hams, get on board and get in the club-the 

club wants to see its membership grow! 

 

Since Easter is coming this month, I do want to wish everyone a very happy 

Easter. Someone asked me if the hidden transmitter for the hunt will be hid-

den in an Easter Egg-will it? 
 

  73,    W. Stuart Home  WB6VRJ 

Next meeting– April 11, the 2nd Friday of the month! 

SKIPSKIP  

Join us at 7 P.M. at the 

next meeting 
 

P. 2 for details 

Fresno,  
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Ham exams in Fresno, page 10 

Ham classes, p. 15 

Members drawing on p. 6 

Membership form on last page 

Find out about the TX hunt on p. 11 

DX info on p. 8-9 

EMCOMM p. 5, 16-17 

Swap meet pictures p. 3 

Repeaters P. 7 

W1AW Centennial P. 23 

Members on the air P. 17 

WS6X Antennas p. 18-19 

Estate sale and for sale p. 21, 22, 23 

What is FARC p. 12 

Tx Hunt results p. 20 

 

 
Dues for 2014 are $20, $5 for 
additional family members. 

 
April meeting, Friday, April 11 at 7 P.M.  Antenna program program! 
Interesting pictures on putting together, and putting up some new and innovative antennas.. 
 
Included will be information about some of the SteppIR line of antennas. 
 
The member drawing is up to $20 for this coming month.  Must be present to win. 
 
Last months meeting was about the ARRL and the last one hundred years of radio.  It was very 
interesting and informative.  
 
Thanks to Ken, WA6OIB, who presented the program. 
 

This month, the board continues the editorials describing the operations of the club 
and the board. Ron Hunt, N6NTS who has been treasurer for 4 terms ending his last 

term just last December. The operations of the officers of the club do many things be-
hind the scenes. The treasurer has a particular sensitive job in maintaining the FARC 

status as a tax exempt corporation so that we may receive charitable donations and 

the donator can receive a tax write off.  Go to page 12! 

The left most fellow in the picture at the left is Tom 

Kipps, KA6Z, who was the oldest member at 91 in 

the QCWA local chapter, and was treasurer for the 

FARC in the “60s. He passed away in March.  At the 

meeting just this month (right photo), his daughter, 

Dr. Mary Lindae, came to share memories with the 

group. 
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CVRC, CARP, MCARC & RED MONKEY Swap Meet  03.15.2014 – (and possibly 
some others) The March 15

th
 Open House, Testing Session, Swap, Bar-B-Q and T-

Hunt.  A LOT of time, hard work and expense goes into events 
like this.  No Admittance Fee and No Table Fee.  A fun time was 

had by all, and the food was great. 
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2014  FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FARC Officers and Board members: 

Stuart Home, Pres. – WB6VRJ  wb6vrj@w6to.com     (559) 485-8659 12/2015 
Ken Holden, WA6OIB- VP  wa6oib@w6to.com  (559) 323-6753  12/2014 

Joe Cardoza, WA6FFJ-Secretary wa6ffj@w6to.com  (599) 455-1071 12/2014 
Larry Kramer, K6VLF-Treasurer  k6vlf@w6to.com   (559) 264-0772   12/2015 
 

Board Members: 
Joseph Capell, W0PJD   W0PJD@me.com   (559) 225-3582  12/2015 

Aaron Lusk, K6USY   k6usy@w6to.com  (559) 301-1022 12/2014 
Jack Baker, AC6LT      ac6lt@CVIP.net  (559) 297-4311 12/2015 

 

 
Mark every Thursday on your calendar for lunch at the Sil-
ver Dollar Hofbrau, corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw Ave. Gath-

ering is at 11:30 A.M. in the back room. 
 

Breakfast on Mondays and Saturdays at Jeb’s 
Blueberry Café located at Blackstone and Da-

kota, starting at 7am.  
 
Also Breakfast every Tuesday at Denny’s  near 

Shaw and West, starting at 8am.  
 

Join the DX’ers for breakfast on the first Sat. 
of the month at Carrows on Blackstone/Ashlan 
at 7 A.M. in the back room. 

 
The Quarter Century Wireless Association 

Lunch is held on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at Carrows on Blackstone.   

 Event       Date 

 
Exams    May 10 

DX Convention  April 4-6 

FARC Meeting  April 11 

FARC Meeting  May 9 

FARC Meeting  June 13 

ARRL VHF   June 14-15 

Field Day   June 28-29 

 

FARC Picnic    TBA 

Exams    Aug. 9 

Exams    Nov. 8 

FARC Swap meeting  Nov. 14 

December Dinner  Dec. 12 

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They 

support us not only in revenue for the 
club but they also allow us space on the 

counters and shelves for copies of SKIP 
and other club announcements.  

Send Skip items to Skip editor John Morrice, 

K6MI at:     k6mi@pacbell.net 
 

You can download this and past Skip issues 

under the Document Archive menu by visiting 

w6to.com. 

Be a net control op!  Contact Joe, WA6FFJ at: 

nailbender@unwiredbb.com.   

 

mailto:wb6vrj@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:w0pjd@me.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
http://w6to.com
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Public Service/EMCOMM  Events 
 
 
Hope everyone is having a great new year! With the New Year brings our public service/EMCOMM events. 
Participating in the Public Service events not only serves the public but also allow us to develop and hone our 
EMCOMM procedures and skills. 
 
This year’s calendar is pretty much the same as last year. We have lots of events for you to participate in. 
The following events have been tentatively placed on the calendar for 2014: 
 

 April 5 - Clovis Big Hat Day Century Bicycle Ride – 15+ Volunteers, 3-4+ hours – 

 April 19 - March of Dimes March for Babies – 15+ Volunteers, 3-5 hours –  

 April 26 - Shinzen Run/Walk – 5+ Volunteers, 3-4 hours  

 May 3 - Kirch Flat Century Bicycle Ride – Tentative - TBA 

 May 17 - California Classic Century Bicycle Ride – 20+ Volunteers, 4-6+ hours  

  

 Please mark these dates on your calendar. More details of each event will be announced as they ap-

proach. If you would like to volunteer for an event contact Rob Mavis, AE6GE. 

  

Thanks,    Rob Mavis - AE6GE  ae6ge@k6arp.org  

 

 
New receiver copies signals at the atomic level. 
 
This is a breaking news article from RF Global dot Net announcing that a Stanford Physicist has proven 'New 
Inflation Theory' or 'Modified Inflation Theory' by inferred detection of gravity waves via a helium-cooled re-
ceiver in the 1 to 150 GHz spectra, located very near the geographic South Pole. 
 
http://bit.ly/1nRScyP 
 
Perhaps not as exotic as neutrino or Weakly Interacting Massive Particle detection; which, is infinitely more 
elusive. The Japanese detected a neutrino in 2011. A research scientist funded by the NSF detected a WIMP 
with a "receiver" in an abandoned mine shaft in Minnesota, 1-1/2 miles below the Earth. 
 
 The 'Minnesota' researcher(s) are/were using a sandwich of 8 grapheme chips, cooled by liquid helium, seis-
mometers to rule out false positives, and a massive super computer to sort through the data. Inseven years 
of operation, they finally detected a single WIMP. 
 
Almost as difficult as working Germany on 50 MHz from W6 when Germany was limited to 10 watts ERP, 
horizontal polarization with a 0 dB (-1dB, really) antenna, and a special license and call sign for 6 meters! HI 
HI. 
 
 
New radio components have been announced in an issue of Radio-Electronics.  Made from a solid state de-
vice made of radioactive material, the technical article shows how the junctions  are made and gives a com-
plete schematic of the radio. This device generates its own voltage from its radioactivity so the radio powers 
itself. 
 

mailto:ae6ge@k6arp.org
http://bit.ly/1nRScyP
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Membership Attendance drawing of $20 was not won by 
Bob, KK6LT, at the March 

meeting.  Must be pre-

sent to win.  $300 will be 
drawn at the April 1 meet-

ing.    

Thanks to Duane, KI6QEL, Rob, AE6GE, Jim, W6NIF, Craig, 

KQ6I,  and Richard, KE6SHL,  for providing the photographs 

included in SKIP.  

 

Corrections to last months Skip!  Our sharp eyed readers 
are on the lookout for everything.  The corrected Skip is in 

the w6to.com archive.   
More new prizes at the next meeting!  The raffle 

helps pay for the meeting expenses. 

 

  

Remember to send in your 2014 dues.  Dues for 

2014 are $20, and $5 for additional family mem-

bers!   

 

Free membership for first year hams!   

 

 

ARRL Section Man-

ager for the SJV  
Section, Dan, 

AE6SX.  Dan’s SJV 
news is found at 

arrl.org 

Fresno ARC Is looking for check-ins for the 

Morning Drive Time Net.   

Join Ben, WB6GBS, for an interesting way to 
start the day.  Visit http://w6to.com for fur-

ther information. 
 

 

Hidden TX Hunt coming on May 10, Sat. morning at 
10 A.M.   Details on page 11. 

We seem to be having some good fortune with 
propagation, with solar flux well above 100 giving 
us excellent opportunity for 10 and 12 meter DX 
around the world. Hope you are taking advantage of 
it. No telling how long it will last. 

 

Coming soon single sideband FM ... you just let the 
carrier deviate in one direction only!  Stay tuned in 
for future information! 
 
 
For those of you on 160m who use a separate re-
ceive antenna from the transmit antenna, there is a 
brand new product featured in the latest (April) QST 
on page 45. 
It is a pair of dual coax cables. Each one is made 
unidirectional as often done with ferrite isolators at 
microwave frequencies. It claims to reduce your 
VSWR to 1:1 similar to the reason why some anten-
na manufacturers require a minimum length of coax 
between your transmitter and their antennas.  
It has an added benefit not mentioned in the article 
of greatly reducing RFI to your neighbors. 

arrl.org
http://w6to.com/
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Local Amateur Radio Repeaters 
 Organization  Call Sign   Frequency  Offset  PL 

 CARP   K6ARP    147.675    -  141.3 

 CARP   N6JXL    224.380    -  141.3 

 CARP   K6ARP    444.725    +  141.3 

 CARP   NI6M    440.350   +  141.3 

 CONDOR  WB6BRU   224.900    -  156.7 

 FARC   W6TO    146.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    223.940    -  141.3 

 FARC   W6TO    444.200    +  141.3 

 BRA   W6FSC    145.230    -  141.3 

 BRA   W6FSC    443.450   +  141.3 

 KINGS ARC  N6CVC    145.110/444.95   -  100.0 

 NC9RS   NC9RS    927.6625/902.0125  -  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   147.180    +  146.2 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   441.175    +  146.2 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   146.850    -  141.3 

 QCWA   WQ6CWA   443.250    +  107.2 

 RACES   N6HEW   147.150    +  141.3 

 SJVARS  KE6JZ    146.820    -  141.3 

 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN   147.030    +  100.0 

 W6NIF   W6NIF    444.100    +  100.0 

 WINSystem  K6JSI    146.790    -  100.0 

 WINSystem  K6JSI    444.250    +  100.0 

 CVRC   N6IB    443.950   +  141.3 

 CVRC   N6IB    442.350   +  141.3 

 CVRC   N6VQL    147.315     +  141.3 

Birthdays: 

April 
10 Perry K6XJ 
22 Bob N2NS 

25 Chris KD6HTV  
Tell them Happy Birthday when 

you hear them on the air! 
 

Anniversaries: 

 
Updates can be sent in with your 2014 dues. 

None for this month.  Any additional information 
can be sent to our secretary. 

 

 
DX Breakfast 
 
The Fresno DX Breakfast meets the first Sat. of 
every month at Carrow’s Restaurant, 4280 N. 
Blackstone in Fresno. The group gathers between 
0700 and 0800 hours. We have the back room until 
about 10:00 AM.  
“The only way to be loud....is to transmit.” 
 DX is the one you do not have confirmed!! 
 DXing is 90% mental -- the other half is physical.  
N2MG  
 
To check on foreign postage go to http://
www.k4hb.com/postage/html  
 

Ten meter net, CW and Phone, every 

Wednesday 
7 P.M. for CW at 28.140 

8 P.M. for SSB at 28.445 
 

This is a local net, the cw part run by 
KF6ZXO, and the SSB part by Doyle, 

W6OEZ.  Have fun checking in on one or 
both modes. 

 
Also at 7 P.M. is our own FARC Tech Net, 

with AC6LT on the W6TO repeaters. 
 
 



 Fresno Amateur Radio Club  

  Page 8 

THE DX CORNER     By Charles McConnell W6DPD 
 

April 2014 

DX is the one you don’t have confirmed 

 

Of the most recent DXpeditions, “If you worked it, it was the best DXpedition ever. If you 
missed it, it was probably not so good.” “And so it goes.”  Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD 
 

If you want help with DX, you can contact the local members of the Central California DX Club 
for some assistance.  Charles W6DPD 431-2038, or Perry K6XJ 299-2802, can give you advice.  

The big thing about finding DX is to tune the bands.  Check out the Central California DX Club 
Web page at http://www.ccdxc.org for information and useful links. 
 

The local DX’ers meet on the first Saturday of the month for breakfast at Carrow’s, 4280 N. 
Blackstone in Fresno.  The group gathers between 0700 and 0800.  All are welcome. 

 
Check out www.spaceweather.com and www.solarham.net for information on the solar cycle.  
The higher the solar flux and the lower the A and K Indices, the better the band conditions. 

 
The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978-0970.  You can 

send up to 10 address labels and $0.80 for each envelope to the address above.  They will put 
1 unit of First Class postage on the envelope.  If you work DX, you should have envelopes at 
the bureau so you can get your cards.  You may be able to check your status at the bureau at 

http://www.qslbureau.org/ 

The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service has raised the rates for sending ARRL members QSL cards to 
foreign countries.  The new rate is $2 for up to 10 cards in one envelope, $3 for 11 to 20 cards 

in one envelope and 75 cents per ounce for more than 20 cards. 
 

Postage rates around the world are constantly changing.  To see current rates go to http://
www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm where you can find the current postal rates for most of 
the countries of the world.  IRCs can no longer be ordered online from the US Post Office. To 

check on foreign postage, you can go to http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html. To learn about ad-

dressing envelopes to everywhere in the world, go to http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/ for a discus-

sion and examples. U.S. Postage increased on January 26, 2014. Overseas postage is $1.15; 
domestic postage is $0.49 for 1 ounce.  Additional ounce for domestic mail is $0.21.  Postcards 

are $0.34. 

 
If you don’t get a DX Bulletin and you belong to ARRL, you should register on the members on-

ly web page and check the box for the ARRL DX Bulletin.  This one is emailed each Thursday.   
Or you can go to the ARRL web page in the News/ Bulletin section and view the bulletins there.  
 

You can also read the OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the web.  Search OP DX Bulletin 
or 425 DX Bulletin to get the URL.  You can subscribe to the Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX 

too.  These bulletins will keep you informed of DX operations and QSL information. 
 

http://www.ccdxc.org/
http://www.spaceweather.com/
http://www.solarham.net/
http://www.qslbureau.org/
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html
http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/
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Continued from page 10 
 
 
 

The following operations are scheduled: 
Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2 
Ascension Island ZD8D maybe an October 2011 start 
Angola D2CQ February 2010 for a few years. 
Sierra Leone 9L1A now through May 2014 
Marion Island ZS8C and ZS8Z May 2013 to April 2014 
Tristan Da Cunha/Gough Island ZD9G soon through April 2014 
Aves Island YW0A during April 2014 for 10 days 
Falkland Islands VP8BTU November 25, 2013 to May 2014 
Austral Islands TX6G March 20 to April 1, 2014 
San Andres Island 5J0X April 2 to April 14, 2014 
Chatham Island ZL7AAA March 20 to April 1, 2014 
Mayotte FH/DL7BC March 21 to April 4, 2014 
Mellish Reef VK9MT March 28 to April 9, 2014 
Morocco CN2CA April 5 to April 20, 2014 
Spratly Island DX0P planning for April 2014 
San Andres HK0/N7QT April 2014 
Botswana A22D April 2014 
Lesotho 7P? April 21 to May 2, 2014 
Mauritius 3B8/M0RCX May 2 to May 28, 2014 
Tristan da Cunha ZD9TT September 15 to October 6, 2015 
Togo 5V7 for 10 days at the end of September 2014 
Tromelin FT4TA October 30 to November 10, 2014 
Austral Islands TX5D October 2014 
North Cook E51? November 2014 
Malawi 7QAA Late November to early December 2014 
Heard Island VK0EK postponed to January 2016 
 

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information.  As the time for the operation is at 

hand, watch the DX Summit (www.dxsummit.fi) for listings.  There are a number of 
state QSO parties each year. Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web page.  

State QSO parties are a good place to collect states for your Worked All States award. 

ARRL Log Book of the World now supports the Worked All States Award and the WPX 
Award. 

 
Good luck, tune the dial, and listen. 

 

Charles, W6DPD 

http://www.dxsummit.fi/
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            AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS   IN FRESNO 
UNLICENSED THRU EXTRA CLASS 

Sponsored By the      FRESNO VE TEAM        

And The   FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.     2014 
 

Exams for all Amateur license classes will be conducted on the following dates in Fresno California.  All exams are given 
on Saturday and begin at 9:30 AM. 
  
  May 10                       August 9                  November 8 
 
 
LOCATION: ....Salvation Army Fresno Citadel, 1854 Fulton Street, Fresno CA 93721 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From North or South of Fresno, Take Highway 99 to Highway 180 east.  Go east on 180 to Fulton Street 
off ramp.  Turn right on Fulton Street.   Go south on Fulton across Divisidero to Sacramento Ave. Turn left on Sacramen-
to Ave and park.  You have arrived. 
 
Theory exams are multiple choice. Priority mail is used to send paperwork to ARRL, who sends data to FCC via elec-
tronic mail, thus assuring the fastest possible service on new licenses, which typically are posted to the FCC database 
by the end of the week following the exam. 
 
BRING. Two ID’s, one with photo.  Taxpayer ID Number (Social Security Number), or FCC Registration Number 
(preferred).  Fee $15.00 per test session.  Bring exact change.  Original and copy of Amateur License.  Talk in on 
146.94 repeater. 
 
Walk in’s only, no pre-registration. 
 
More Info?? Contact Charles,  (559) 431-2038  
 

4364 E. Ashlan Ave. * Fresno Ca. 93726 

Phone (559) 227-2986 

Shop at SPARKY’S for all your electronic needs. 

Everything in electronics for: 

HOBBYIST 

DO-IT-YOURSELFER 
EXPERIMENTER 

Professional and Amateur Radio publications, 

Since 1963 

Shortwave radios-Parts-Tools 

Computer Accessories-LAN-Data Comm. 
Cables and wire. 
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The Central Valley T-hunters have scheduled the following dates for T-hunts for 2014. 

 
These are the dates for the regular bi-monthly hunts. 

 
May 10   July26   September 6    November 22   
 
All T-hunts start at 10:00AM with starting points to be announced. 
 
Mark your calendars! 
Beginners and other special hunts will be announced as needed when scheduled. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
KI6QEL@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
  
The next T-Hunt will be on  
Saturday May 10, 2014. 
 
Starting location will be Letterman Park  
at Villa & 9th in Clovis. 
 
Fresno county radius. 

 

The next big hunt- 

 
 

May 10, Sat. at 10 A.M.  
 

 

STARTING POINT:  Letterman Park, Clovis 

 

TIME:  10AM 

 

HUNT FREQUENCY:  146.565 Mhz 

 

Ron Hunt,N6MTS getting his tape beam ready 

Details for the tape beam are on the following 

pages 

Rob, AE6GE, 

with his tape 

beam, three 

elements, 

ready for the 

next hunt. 

mailto:KI6QEL@SBCGLOBAL.NET
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What is FARC ?                   by Ron Hunt, N6MTS 

 

THE GOINGS-ON BEHIND THE OPERATION— 

IT IS NOT ALL SMOKE AND MIRRORS 
 

Over the past few years it has become more evident that a few FARC members just don’t 

have any idea of what goes on behind the operation of our radio club.  Back in the “old days” 

when things were simple, any good-ol’-boys group could call themselves a club and basically run 

it any way they wanted, and answer to no one for it.  However these days are different, much 
different.   

 

In 1957, FARC decided to incorporate as a non-profit corporation, and is currently a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit, charitable organization.  A 501(c)(3) corporation basically means that any person 

or outside corporation can make tax-deductible donations of money or equipment to the Club.  

   

While being a charitable corporation has some benefits, it is mandatory that FARC prepare 

three (3) government report forms on an annual basis or in one instance, every two years ba-

sis, as follows:  One annual report to the California Attorney General; one annual report to the 

California Franchise Tax Board; and the California Secretary of State-Corporations Division 

requires one two-year official report of updated corporate officers and one Amended Report 

each time the Board of Directors removes or adds a President, Secretary, or Treasurer.   

 

As a corporation, FARC must prepare and permanently keep any changes to its Articles of In-

corporation (filed officially with the California Secretary of State) and any other corporate-

operational amendments to FARC’s Bylaws (updated and kept permanently by FARC’s Board of 

Directors).         

   

Because of all of these required government documents, FARC is obligated to keep clear, con-

cise, and detailed records of all financial transactions.  This is made possible with professional 

business-accounting software on a dedicated Club computer so that the FARC Treasurer can 

keep accurate records and provide the required government reports.   

 

AND NOW YOU KNOW THE FINANCIAL GOINGS-ON BEHIND THE OPERATION. 
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AMAZING! 

  

What IS The Main Ingredient of WD-40? 

Before you read to the end, does anybody know what the main ingredient of WD-40? 

No Cheating..... 

... 

WD-40  Who knew! 

 

I had a neighbor who bought a new pickup. 

I got up very early one Sunday morning and saw that someone had spray painted red all around the 

sides of this beige truck (for some unknown reason). 

I went over, woke him up, and told him the bad news. 

He was very upset and was trying to figure out what to do.... 

probably nothing until Monday morning, since nothing was open. 

Another neighbor came out and told him to get his WD-40 and clean it off. 

It removed the unwanted paint beautifully and did not harm his paint job that was on the truck. I was 

impressed! 

 

WD-40 who knew? 

"Water Displacement #40". 

The product began from a search for a rust preventative solvent and degreaser to protect missile parts. 

WD-40 was created in 1953, by three technicians at the San Diego Rocket Chemical Company. 

Its name comes from the project that was to find a 'Water Displacement' Compound. 

They were finally successful for a formulation, with their fortieth attempt, thus WD-40. 

The 'Convair Company' bought it in bulk to protect their atlas missile parts. 

Ken East (one of the original founders) says there is nothing in WD-40 that would hurt you. 

When you read the 'shower door' part, try it. 

It's the first thing that has ever cleaned that spotty shower door. 

If yours is plastic, it works just as well as on glass. 

It's a miracle! 

Then try it on your stove-top. 

It's now shinier than it's ever been. 

You'll be amazed. 

 

WD-40 Uses: 

1. Protects silver from tarnishing. 

2. Removes road tar and grime from cars. 

3. Cleans and lubricates guitar strings. 

4. Gives floor that 'just-waxed' sheen without making them slippery. 

5. Keeps the flies off of Cows, Horses, and other Farm Critters, as well. (Ya gotta love this one!!!) 

6. Restores and cleans chalkboards. 

7. Removes lipstick stains. 

8. Loosens stubborn zippers. 

9. Untangles jewelry chains. 

10. Removes stains from stainless steel sinks. 

11. Removes dirt and grime from the barbecue grill. 

12. Keeps ceramic / terracotta garden pots from oxidizing. 

13. Removes tomato stains from clothing. 

14. Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots. 

15. Camouflages scratches in ceramic and marble floors. 

16. Keeps scissors working smoothly. 

17. Lubricates noisy door hinges on both home and vehicles doors. 

18. It removes that nasty tar and scuff marks from the kitchen flooring. 

It doesn't seem to harm the finish and you won't have to scrub nearly as hard to get them off. 

Just remember to open some windows if you have a lot of marks. 

19. Remove those nasty Bug guts that will eat away the finish on your car if not removed quickly! 

20. Gives a children's playground gym slide a shine for a super fast slide. 

21. Lubricates gearshift and mower deck lever for ease of handling on riding mowers... 
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22. Rids kids rocking chair and swings of squeaky noises. 

23. Lubricates tracks in sticking home windows and makes them easier to open. 

24. Spraying an umbrella stem makes it easier to open and close. 

25. Restores and cleans padded leather dashboards in vehicles, as well as vinyl bumpers. 

26. Restores and cleans roof racks on vehicles. 

27. Lubricates and stops squeaks in electric fans. 

28. Lubricates wheel sprockets on tricycles, wagons, and bicycles for easy handling. 

29. Lubricates fan belts on washers and dryers and keeps them running smoothly. 

30. Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw blades, and other tools. 

31. Removes grease splatters from stove-tops. 

32. Keeps bathroom mirror from fogging. 

33. Lubricates prosthetic limbs. 

34. Keeps pigeons off the balcony (they hate the smell). 

35. Removes all traces of duct tape. 

36. Folks even spray it on their arms, hands, and knees to relieve arthritis pain. 

37. Florida's favorite use is: 'cleans and removes love bugs from grills and bumpers.' 

38. The favorite use in the state of New York, it protects the Statue of Liberty from the elements. 

39. WD-40 attracts fish. Spray a little on live bait or lures and you will be catching the big one in no 

time. Also, it's a lot cheaper than the chemical attractants that are made for just that purpose. 

Keep in mind though, using some chemical laced baits or lures for fishing are not allowed in some states. 

40. Use it for fire ant bites. It takes the sting away immediately and stops the itch. 

41. It is great for removing crayon from walls. Spray it on the marks and wipe with a clean rag. 

42. Also, if you've discovered that your teenage daughter has washed and dried a tube of lipstick with a 

load of laundry, saturate the lipstick spots with WD-40 and rewash. Presto! The lipstick is gone! 

43. If you spray it inside a wet distributor cap, it will displace the moisture, allowing the engine to start. 

 

P.S. 

As for that Basic, Main Ingredient....... 

Well.... it's FISH OIL....de TOM 

 

 

 

 

Clovis Big Hat Day Century Ride - Communications Support 
 

When 
Saturday April 6, 2013. Time: TBA 

Where 
Starts in Clovis CA. - Route TBD 

Mission:  
To provide health and safety communications between rest stops and event coordinator. 

Manpower needed: 
~12-15+ communications volunteers. 

Contact: 
Contact Rob Mavis for more details and if you wish to volunteer. Sign up online by clicking:Clovis Big Hat 

Ride 2014 Comm Volunteer Signup 

 

Rob Mavis AE6GE - 559-272-6791 or ae6ge@k6arp.org 

 

mailto:ae6ge@k6arp.org
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 EC Report  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 EC Report for March 
2014 

  
  

Hi All, 
 Events this month included helping with the emergency communications on the Blossom Trail 
Run in Sanger on March 1. We relayed safety information to the race control, luckily there were no 
major problems,  just a few dogs giving the runners a bad time.  
 
 I would like to thank Richard Pack (KE6SHL) for manning the information booth at the Red 
Monkey Open House and Ham Swap. Richard set up the popup and table where he handed out fly-
ers and answered any questions the people had about our EmComm group as well as pushing the 
AARL. 
 
 We had a normal list of activities for the month; 4 EmComm Nets, 1 EmComm and Coffee, 1 
Digital Workshop, and 1 EmComm Meeting. Next month will be a lot busier so please listen to the 
nets and look for updates in your email. 
   
Steering Committee Report 
 
 Chris and Greg have been working on a Readiness Exercise. It was attentively scheduled for 
April 12. Due to previously scheduled events we will have to move it up the calendar and find a date 
that will work. You will be advised when the date is decided.  

 

 One of the most important projects is a set of By Laws. As I mentioned last month they would 
legitimize our organization and make us eligible for non-prophet status. Then we may apply for 
grants and have the ability for donations to be written off. Greg and Chris are still working out some 
of the details and should have a document to present to the members by the end of April or mid-May. 
 
 Thank you to our Steering Committee: Chris Johnson (KJ6OUG), Greg Waters (KJ6OUI) and 
last but not least Richard Pack (KE6SHL).  
   

Continued on page 21 



 Fresno Amateur Radio Club  

  Page 17 

             
Chris KJ6OUG             _____            Greg KJUOUI                        Richard KE6SHL 
                                                     (with) GaryKI6OYW      
               
 
Social Media for National Disaster Response and Recovery 
 
 March 25

th
 Greg Waters and I attended a seminar. This was a FEMA class on the use of So-

cial Media during a disaster or event. We were shown how they use Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 
Google+, and others to monitor and harvest information during an event. This could be very useful 
for it is in real time and is accessible to anyone that has an account. Tweets and Facebook postings 
can be labeled and searched and a report made for the Incident Commander, PIO or whoever needs 
the information.  
 
  I will be asking Greg to say more on the subject at a meeting for he is more versed in this 
than I am. I am sure you will be hearing more about this subject in the near future. 
 
Digital Practice  
 
 Starting August 5

th
, 2013, we began having Flmsg. practice after the nets on Monday nights. 

Led by Richard (KE6SHL), several of our members met on 145.55 and practiced sending messages 
back and forth using digital modes. Richard is directing us through the maze of many new digital 
modes most of us have not tried. We have sent a picture or two with some limited success. If you 
have the capability, consider joining in on this learning experience.  
 
 We have a digital work shop once a month, this month it will be held Saturday, April 19, 
0900hr., the location is the Salvation Army Citadel at 1854 Fulton St., Fresno. Please consider com-
ing even if you do not have the equipment, it is a good way to get acquainted with the modes and 
see what it takes to operate. 
 
Net Control Staff Needed 
 

We are looking for volunteers to take a turn as net control on Monday nights. This is not a dif-
ficult task. We will provide the preamble and net roster. This is a great way to enhance your skills 
running a net for emergency situations. If you are interested, please contact Gary (KI6OYW) at 559-
269-1340 or email 
 g_greenberg@att.net 
 

 

mailto:g_greenberg@att.net
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 WS6X – The Skyhook Is No More           By Paul W6VPS 

 

The note on the kitchen calendar is one word, tower. But that doesn’t tell the story. 

 

As Jim Clymer prepares  for his move to Virginia the major project for March 20, 2014 was the removal 

of two antennas and the disassembly of his nearly 100 foot Rohn 45G tower. 

 

After a false start the week before the crew gathered at Jim’s QTH about 9:30. The crane was already on 

scene. As Clymer belted up so did I but we got a break riding up to the tower in the bucket rather than 

having to climb. 

 

Jim had already extensively prepared for the disassembly with 

hanks of rope at each guy collar to lower the Phillystran guy lines.  

 

As we belted into position at about the 80 foot elevation Clymer’s 

helper Darcey came up in the bucket. Setting the bucket in position 

included a small collision with the tower which shook it and every-

one’s confidence.   

 

The SteppIR antenna was finally unbolted, lashed to the bucket 

and successfully lowered to the roof where the ground crew placed 

it gently.  Darcey and Clymer met at the tower’s top plate (98 feet) 

and began unbolting the Sommer antenna.  The same process 

brought the same result with the Sommer safely on the roof.  

 

During this part of the operation the wind increased slightly 

and we noticed the tower twisting slightly back and forth. 

While normal it was still disconcerting.  

 

We did have another scare. On two occasions the crane 

“collapsed” about 6 to 8 inches. It banged up against the 

tower when it did so and definitely amplified our concerns. 

No harm.. no foul perhaps, but it was scary just the same.  

 

Clymer and I then moved down the tower to the first set of 

guy lines and with the able help of the ground crew discon-

nected them and lowered them to the ground. We then un-

bolted the first section of the tower which included the ring 

rotator and the center mast still attached to the tower sec-

tion.  

 

The first attempt to take the slack out of the lifting harness gave us a major scare.  The crane was not in 

a position to pull the snatch block and harness directly up over the 

tower’s center line. The resulting effort was a major scare. The tower 

was pulled off center.  Thankfully the loud hollering brought every-

thing to a halt.  

 

The crane operator was able to reposition the rig with the right rear 

section of the truck with its stabilizing foot inside Clymer’s garage. 

That allowed the snatch block to be centered over the tower.  

 

The crew was now more than 2 ½ hours into the project and Clymer 

and I recognized the fatigue level was rising rapidly. We worked our 

way off the tower and then the crane operator took off the first sec-

tion. It was a little tough to get it apart. The operator was able to 

keep tension on the section while rocking it side to side enough to 
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get it to pop free. Clymer and I congratulated each other 

about having sense enough to be off the tower during 

this part of the operation. 

 

Next up was lunch which was prepared by Jim’s XYL 

Elaine.  Lunch was Ziti along with cake and cookies. It 

was delicious and the chow break allowed everyone to 

recharge. 

 

 

After lunch Clymer and one of his young friends by the 

name of Ben went up the tower and followed the same 

routine.  Unbolt the guy lines, lower them, unbolt the 

tower legs and climb down.  

 

 

The second lift required even more right to left wobble to get the section to pop loose.  It did not come 

about without incident.  The crane operator was looking directly into the sun by this time and had begun 

the left off center. Again loud hollering brought things to a halt and there was a 15 minute wait while the 

sunlight shifted out of the operator’s eyes.  

 

By this time Clymer had enough but his friend Ben was still at 

full steam.  I replaced Clymer on the tower and worked with 

Ben. Again we placed the lifting sling, undid the guy lines and 

then we both got off the tower.  

 

Clymer decided against wrestling the last section off the base 

by hand and left it attached.  When he had the base unbolted 

the word was passed and with a noisy crash up popped the last 

sections of the tower.  

 

It happened so fast we 

weren’t prepared for it 

and were quite startled. 

The section came 

straight up and out with 

only some minor bending of the material covering the patio. 

 

After 13 years the WS6X landmark was no longer in the sky. 

 

While this details the experience of the guys on the tower it was a 

job which could not possibly have been completed without the 

willing, cooperative and hardworking ground crew.  

 

Here is the crew list: 

Ben, Darcey, Vic K2VCO, Bob N2NS, Ted W6TLM, Jim W6NIF, Bob 

AA6QA and of course the Roth Crane operator Bobby.  
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BARTG HF RTTY Contest 

 Call: N2NS/6    Class: SOSB/15 HP  Operating Time (hrs): 4 

 Summary:  Band QSOs Countries Call Areas 

15:      200   39      23     Total: 200   39      23   Continents = 6 Total Score = 74,400 

Comments: Part time between other weekend activities. Contest activity seemed to peter out when I got 

on Sunday afternoon.       K3/P3, Alpha 9500, N1MM logger  4 el SteppIR @ 56' 

 Bob N2NS 

 

March 8, 2014 Transmitter Hunt Recap   by: Rob Mavis AE6GE  
 

The Fox at Foothill Elementary 
School near Prather  

The Central Valley T-Hunters held a Transmitter Hunt on Saturday March 9. This 
hunt the start point was at Letterman Park in Clovis. Five teams started the hunt at 
approximately 10:00am. 

John K6MI was scheduled to be the fox for the hunt but had a conflict at the last mi-
nute, so Rob AE6GE volunteered to be the fox. After a hasty scouring of the map of 
the area, Rob hid at Foothill Elementary School, just south of Prather. Using a 5-watt 
transmitter and a 2-meter M2 Eggbeater antenna the fox was hidden down off the 
backside of one of the baseball diamonds where an active game helped to camou-
flage the foxes truck. Only one transmitter was used in an attempt to increase the 
difficulty by not allowing the low power transmitters to give away the location when 
the hunters got near the fox. 
By using low power the signal just barely made it over the two hill tops that were be-
tween the fox and the start point.  The hilltops helped to confuse the hunters a bit 
because almost immediately after the hunters left the start point the signal was lost, 
forcing the hunters had to rely on their initial bearings to find the signal again. The 
hill also helped to cause some of the hunters to overshoot the fox and head up the 4
-lanes of Highway 168. 

Add to that the fact that the signal was circularly polarized also seemed to give some 
of the hunters some trouble as well. But eventually almost everyone found the fox. 

Rick W6KKO – 1 Hour, 17 Minutes (28 miles) 
Ron N6MTS / Ken WA6OIB – 1 Hour, 21 Minutes (45 miles) 
Mike KD6LDA – 1 Hour, 33 Minutes (51 miles) 
Gray WA6BJY – 1 Hour, 47 Minutes (54 miles) 
Duane KI6QEL – DNF 
Congratulations to Rick W6KKO for not only finding the fox in the shortest amount of 
time, but also in the shortest miles driven. Duane KI6QEL had a prior obligation as 
well so he only hunted for the short period of time before he had to leave. 

Thanks to all who participated and we will see you all at the next hunt! 
W6KKO – First to Find 

N6MTS and WA6OIB – Second Place 

KD6LDA – Third to find (he walked over 

the hill because he didn’t want to drive his 

Camero down the washed out dirt road) 
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 Contact Ken, WA6OIB  if you are interested in any of the items listed here, or on the next page. 

        
 wa6oib@w6to.com  (559) 323-6753 

 
 

Amateur Radio Estate Inventory 
 

For the Estate of: Alan Harris KM6CE 
  

MAKE MODEL SERIAL DESCRIPTION NOTES 

Yaesu FT-767GX 8L200351 All Mode XCVR W/VHF/UHF Modules Has Mic 

Realistic HTX-100 83009226 10M CW/SSB XCVR Has Mic. 

Yaesu FT-100D 0N070999 HF/VHF/UHF All Mode XCVR Has Mic. 

Vanguard   Mosfet 432 to 10M Converter  

Vanguard   Mosfet 2M to 10M Converter  

Radio Shack   CB Watt/SWR Meter Dual Meter 

Radio Shack 22-163  Digital  Multimeter No Probes 

Radio Shack 22-186A  Digital  Multimeter No Probes 

Radio Shack 22-803  Digital  Multimeter  

Tektronix 422 611 Analog O-Scope With Probes 

Tektronix 475 B071202 Analog O-Scope No Probes 

Eico 369  Sweep Mkr. Generator No Probes 

Heathkit GW-57a 4068 TV Sweep Mkr. Generator No Probes 

B&K 820  Digital Capacitance Meter No P/S or Probes Has Book 

Triplett 60  Analog Multimeter No Probes 

Regency INF 50 95017573 Scanner RCVR No P/S 

Radio Shack MTA-20  Digital SWR/Power Meter NIB 

Sky Cable   2.5G to 220-408 Mhz Converter NIB 

HeTest PS-28  3-12VDC P/S  

Home Brew arCos  UHK KW Amp No P/S 

Lambda LM D12  12VDC 10A P/S  

Lambda LM 237 F86352 24VDC10A P/S  

L-H Research MM-43 t8324017 15VDC 50A P/S 5VDC 12A 15VDC 10A New 

Amprobe RS-3  Amprobe AC Volt/Ammeter w/Ohms No Accy. 

Radio Shack Pro-32 533029 Scanner RCVR Handheld  

Yaesu 2M Module  2) 2M modules for FT-767 One Marked Bad 

Yaesu 
70CM Mod-
ule  70CM Module for FT-767  

HP 5315A 
2120A0563

3 Universal Counter to 1Ghz w/Pwr Cord 

M2 11 Ele.  2M Beam  

M2 32 Ele.  432 Beam  

M2 32 Ele.  1296 Beam  

Triex TV 
Type 55'  55' TV Tower  

mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
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Contact Ken, WA6OIB  if you are interested in any of the items listed here, or on the previous page. 

        
 wa6oib@w6to.com  (559) 323-6753 

Amateur Radio Estate Inventory  

 
For the Estate of: Tom Carrey KJ6OUA  Feb. 2014 

 
MAKE MODEL SERIAL DESCRIPTION NOTES 

Yaesu VX-6 0J841100 Tri-Band HT W/SP-Mic 
Drop in Charger Extra 
Bat. 

Yaesu FT-950 1490058 HF - 6M Transceiver New in Box W/Manual 

Yaesu MD-100ABX 0H02 Dynamic Mic W/Stand  

Yaesu SP-2000 3C067 Matching Speaker Manual 

Yaesu MH-31B8  Hand Mic for FT-950 New in Box 

Yaesu FT-277R 1240131 UHF HT Drop in Charger 

Yaesu FT-277R 1240234 UHF HT W/To Go Pack SP/Mic 

Yaesu FT-277R 0C200112 UHF HT W/To Go Pack  

Yaesu ADMS-277  Pgm. Kit for FT-277 New in Box 

Yaesu VX-427-4-5 6N535447 UHF HT Drop in Charger S/M 

Yaesu VX-427-4-5 7C541856 
UHF HT W/To Go 
Package Drop in Charger 

Bencher Hand Key 653443 
Hand CW Key (J-38 
Type) Cable 

MFJ MFJ-941E  Versa Tuner II Cable 

Astron SS-25M 2010040033 
13.8V Switching Power 
Supply Cables 

Laird C150/450C  
2M/450 Mobile Anten-
na MMO mount 

Laird B4505C  UHF Mobile Antenna MMO mount 

Laird B4505C  UHF Mobile Antenna MMO mount 

Tram 1140  
26.8 - 31 MHz Mobile 
Antenna MMO mount 

Tram MMO Mag.  
Mag Mount Base W/ 
20' Coax  

Midland GXT1000VP4  
FRS/GMRS Radio 2 
Loose Pkg W/ 1 Dual Charger 

Midland GXT1000VP4  
FRS/GMRS Radio 2 in 
To Go  Pkg  

mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
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Working W1AW/6  
Hello to all. Working W1AW/6 (from W6TRW Redondo beach) was quit the experience last month. We made 

hundreds of calls all over the world from Europe to China, with big pileups. There were about 10 operators 

that were scheduled through out the day. I know that all of you have worked big pileups in the past, contesting 

or chasing DX, but this was different the operators calling in were all very polite. I did my best to represent 

the ARRL (W1AW/6) and the Fresno Amateur Radio Club.  

73 good DX. Bob KK6LT  

 
W100AW Active for ARRL's Centennial Year 

 
A reminder that the FCC has authorized the Maxim Memorial Station W1AW to also use the call sign 
W100AW during 2014, the ARRL's centennial year. 
Contacts made from the Maxim Memorial Station in Newington, from regional Centennial conventions, and 
during the IARU HF Championship will use W100AW, with portable designators as appropriate.  The "W1AW 
WAS" operations throughout 2014 from each of the 50 states will use W1AW, not W100AW. 
Bulletins and code practice transmissions during 2014 also will still use W1AW. Contacts with W100AW are 
worth 100 points in the ARRL Centennial QSO Party. 
Information on the ARRL Centennial QSO Party may be found on the web at,  
http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-party . 

 
 

For Sale 
 
 From Vic/K2VCO, a local op/FOC member   

I'm leaving Fresno after 25 years and going back to Israel in September, so I have lots of stuff to sell. 

 Some boat anchors and a nice SB1000 amplifier are here: 

 http://www.qsl.net/k2vco/StuffForSale/Stuff%20for%20Sale.html 

  

I also have an R7 vertical for $90, and a KT34A with some M2 components for $400 plus help taking it 

down. Once it's down, there will be a US Towers MA-40 (with the simple hinged base, not the tilt-over) 

for $200.  I will also have a T2X rotor rebuilt a couple of years ago, and a  

control unit with the Rotor-EZ card installed for $200. 

  

I have some QRO parts including a massive power supply good for several kW, vacuum capacitors, oil 

capacitors, etc. Lots of smaller parts, too. 

  

Contact me at 559-226-4978 or k2vco.vic@gmail.com   73,  Vic Rosenthal, K2VCO  Fresno CA 

 http://www.qsl.net/k2vco/ 

  

 
January meeting raffle drawing.  

Bob, KK6LT is picking out a prize 

while Ken, WA6OIB spins the cage. 

 

Proceeds from the raffle help pay for 

the meeting room, provide a bit of 

fun, and let us take something home 

every once in a while. 

 

The refreshments are on a donation 

biases, so drop something in the can 

as you can.  

http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-party
http://www.qsl.net/k2vco/StuffForSale/Stuff%20for%20Sale.html
mailto:k2vco.vic@gmail.com
http://www.qsl.net/k2vco/
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FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

P.O. Box 5912 
Fresno, CA 93755-5912 

Send To: 

F.A.R.C. DUES ARE $20 PER YEAR FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP. Additional 

family members in the same household are $5.00 each per year. New 
hams are free for the first year.  Make checks payable to F.A.R.C. and 

send to: 

P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, CA  93755-5912.  
 

 2014 
Fresno Ama-

teur Radio Club 
   Activities and 

Events  
 

Meetings on 
the 2nd Friday 

of the month 

FD on the 4th 
full weekend in 

June 

Banquet Din-
ner in Decem-

ber 

Club Picnic in 
summer 

2014 Fresno Amateur Radio Club - Membership Application 

Date ______________ 

Name___________________________________ Call Sign ____________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City __________________________State _______ZIP_______________ 

Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone _____________________ 

Occupation___________________________ Birthdate______________ 

License Class ___________________ Year 1st Licensed ______________ 

ARRL Member? __________ 

E-mail address____________________________ Anniversary Date_______ 

Additional Family Member in same household: 

Spouse Name____________________________ Call Sign____________ 

Son/Daughter Name_______________________ Call Sign____________ 


