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FARC General Meetings
are held the 2nd Friday of
each month, 7 p.m. at AMF
Sierra Lanes unless otherwise
noted. Stay tuned in for new
announcements.

2015 FARC BOARD
MEETING DATES
1st Tuesday of each month at
WB6VRI's QTH.

FARC Nets
Morning Drive Time Net:
Weekday mornings-7:30—
8:00 a.m.
W6TO/R 146.940
Tech Net:
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm
W6TO/R 146.940
FARC Net:
Sundays @ 7:00 pm
W6TO/R 146.940

Join us at the club
meeting, Feb. 13, Fri-
day at 7 P.M.

P. 2 for details

GREETINGS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

It 1s truly wonderful and great to be joined up with
such a wonderful group of Hams. All youse folks
are simply great, in all of your pursuits. I do appre-
ciate all that you folks do, as well as the help and
appreciation you give to me.

Amateur Radio is a lot of fun; that is proven not on-
ly by your daily contacts on the air, but the reading
and exploration of a lot of different disciplines
within Ham Radio.

You hams help in so many ways, it 1s impossible to
enumerate all of them. But it shows in the non-
hams who communicate with me, and their aware-
ness of what Ham Radio can and does do.

So, if you think this is a big THANK YOU to all
you hams out there-It IS

W. Stuart Home WBG6VRJ

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc. P.O. Box 5912, Fresno. CA
93755-5912



Fresno Amateur Radio Club

the DM office.

Fresno Amateur Radio Club 7 P.M. Feb. 13, Friday (second Friday of the
month) at the AFM Sierra Lanes, on Blackstone, North of Sierra. North of

The FARC is pleased to announce that our speaker this month will be the sage and wise
Mike Stall, KEMYC, who is a font of knowledge and has a huge arsenal of stories. Antennas
may even be mentioned!

Pictures from last months meeting!

More pictures on the next page,
thanks to the cameras of Jim,
W6NIF, and Duane, KI6QEL.

W6TO

Look at the FARC FD pic-
tures on the Facebook

page.

W6TO Facebook page...
You have to see the FD
symbol on the website in
all the writings and above
that symbol Click on the
Fresno Am Radio Club
line..(should highlite) and
go to Facebook.....

. de Jim, W6NIF
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club §

ary FARC club meeting, 2015
style.

~ What was Joe doing with the
WD40 call sign?

Jack, AC6LT pleased with his
announcement.

Prizes galore at the drawing.

And the bottom left picture is
a preview of the Silver Dollar
story on pages five and six.




Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Red Monkey Open House, Swap Meet, and VE Test Session
BBQ Hamburgers

Chili Cook-Off

Raffles

Swapmeet

VE Test Session

Bring your radio and electronic equipment for sale or trade

Hosted by Red Monkey Communications and the Central Valley Radio Club

Date/Time Saturday March 28, 2015 8:00 am-1:00 pm
Location 5367 N. Golden State (between Shaw & Barstow)

Jan 23 at 2:44 PM
Hi All,

As some of you know Dan was not feeling well last weekend. He progressively felt worse and decided to go
to the doctor Wednesday. Dan has a history of congestive heart failure and had some of its symptoms and the
Doc decided to admit him for observation.

I visited him this morning and he is in good spirits but would like to go home. He knows he has to stay until he
gets better and he is getting some rest. He thanks you all for your thoughts and prayers. Dan is looking for-
ward to getting back into the saddle so to speak with the hobby he loves.

[ don't know how long he will be hospitalized but I will continue to keep you all informed with his condition.
If you would like to send a card please send it to his home address and his wife will take it to him. Dan's ad-
dress is as follows:

Dan Pruitt (AE6EX)
4834 N. Diana St.
Fresno, CA 92726

As I'said I will be checking on him and will be sending out emails to let you all know how he is doing.

Glen T. Caine
N6HEW
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

An Era of Ham radio and food gone by the wayside:
Silver Dollar Hofbrau is no more.

The Silver Dollar Hofbrau closed its doors on January 20th after over 35 years of serving
corned beef and tri-tip sandwiches as well as assorted luncheon plates like turkey.

Ken Holden, WA60IB remembers coming to the hofbrau and setting up a luncheon meeting
place for hams and friends to come and mingle and tell tall tales of their exploits. That was 35
years ago!

Below is a letter from Ken Holden on what he remembers about the ol' place:

From the desk of Ken, WA60IB:

"Jogging my memory I remember that in 1980 when I was still working as a pilot and young
father, Ralph W6JPU and I “scouted” the Silver Dollar as a move from the Old Fresno Hofbrau
in down-town Fresno. The Silver Dollar was new and had a back room that was more isolated
from the crowd and better suited our “rowdy” Ham radio group. It was also more conveniently
located and central to most of our travels. Some of the early gang included Chuck McConnell,
W6DPD, Don Cook, W6WYT, Jake Mirigian, W6JXY, Jimmy Wakefield, W6PSQ, Pat Fennacy,
WG6YEP, Grant Storey, W6NTK and many others who would come and go as their time would
permit.

I wish I had a list of all the Hams still with us who have joined us for great fellowship over the
years.

I truly miss the grand old Hams that broke bread with us
and have left us with the fondest of memories.




Fresno Amateur Radio Club

As you know I rarely missed a Thursday lunch at
the Silver Dollar and only due to illness or an issue
with work.

I did some math and discovered I ate over 1600
lunches and spent over $20,000 in the past 35
years. WOW does that put it in perspective??

I'll miss the old haunt and the spirit of some of my
best friends that have left this earth but we will
gather somewhere and continue to fellowship and
build fond memories.

I guess that's called progress.

Blessings, Ken, WA60IB

So now we have moved on to another social meet-
ing place for lunch...at Jeb’s Blueberry Hill restau-
rant at 3851 N. Blackstone Blvd, Thursdays at 1100

or there-about.

This Skip has some photos of the past. The year
was 2006. Recognize anyone?

Jim Erbe and Ken Holden
W6NIF WAG60IB
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2015 FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FARC Officers and Board members:

Stuart Home, Pres. - WB6VRJ wbévri@w6to.com
Ken Holden, WA60IB- VP waboib@w6to.com
Joe Cardoza, WA6FFJ-Secretary wabffj@w6to.com
Ron Hunt, N6MTS-Treasurer N6MYS@w6to.com
Board Members:

Joseph Capell, WOPJD WOPJD@me.com
Jack Baker, AC6LT acblt@CVIP.net
Larry Kramer, K6VLF kévif@w6to.com
Web master

Aaron Lusk, K6USY kbusy@w6to.com

Breakfast on Saturdays at Jeb’s Blueberry
Café located at Blackstone and Dakota, start-
ing at 7am. Join the DX’ers and all the area
hams for breakfast

Also Breakfast every Tuesday at Denny’s
near Shaw and West,

The Quarter Century Wireless Association
Lunch is held on the fourth Tuesday of the
month at Carrows on Blackstone.

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They
support us not only in revenue for the
club but they also allow us space on the
counters and shelves for copies of SKIP
and other club announcements.

(559) 485-8659 12/2015
(559) 323-6753 12/2016
(599) 455-1071 12/2016
(559) 289-8514 12/2016

(559) 225-3582 12/2015
(559) 297-4311 12/2016
(559) 264-0772 12/2015

(559) 301-1022

Thomas |, Whitlock
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Send Skip items to Skip editor John Morrice,
K6MI at: kémi@pacbell.net

You can download this and past Skip issues
under the Document Archive menu by visiting
wé6to.com.

Be a net control op! Contact Joe, WAG6FF] at:
nailbender@unwiredbb.com.

Event-Date
FARC meeting Feb. 13
DX convention April 17-19

Swap Meet Red Monkey March 28

Upcoming Transmitter Hunt Dates

These are the dates for the regular Saturday bi-monthly
hunts as well as special hunts:

March 21, Date Changed (3rd Sat) - 10:00am TBA
May 23, 2015 (4th Sat) - 10:00am TBA

July 18, 2015 (3rd Sat) 10:00am location: TBA
September 19 (3rd Sat) 10:00am location TBA

Turlock Auction - Resched for spring 2015, April 11,
Sat. Watch the TARC website for updates.

San Joaquin Valley Nets:
The Noontime net meets on 7.268.5 MHz. This net handles a lot of
messages.

Daytime Region 6 Traffic Net meets daily at 3:30 pacific time on or
near 7.275 MHZ. This one is probable not in operation at this time.

The California Traffic Net meets daily on 3.906 MHZ and 6:00 PM local
time.

The Golden Bear Amateur Radio Net meets nightly at 7:00 PM local time
on 3.975 MHZ.

Northern California Net (NCN), the Section Traffic Net, meets nightly
on 3.533 MHZ at 7 PM Pacific Time.

San Joaquin Net meets Monday-Saturday on 3918khz, at 6 PM Pacific
Time.

Western Public Service System (WPSS) meets nightly on 3952khz, roll -
at 7:30 PM local Pacific Time.

The Mission Trail Net meets nightly on 3.856 MHZ at 8:00 PM local
time.

Northern California Net 2 (NCN2) The slow speed training session of
NCN, meets nightly on 3.533 MHZ at 9 PM Pacific Time. Handling traffic
on CW is a good way to improve your CW skills.

CWops Tests are held weekly — Every Wednesday at 1300Z, 1900Z, and
0300Z (Thursday). Info and rules at http://www.cwops.org/cwt.html .
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Corrections to last months Skip! Our sharp eyed readers |Remember to send in your 2015 dues. Dues for
are on the lookout for everything. The corrected Skip is in | 2015 are $20, and $5 for additional family mem-

the wé6to.com archive. bers!
More new prizes at the next meeting! The raffle
helps pay for the meeting expenses. Free membership for first year hams!

Fresno ARC Is looking for check-ins for the ARRL Section Man-
Morning Drive Time Net. ager for the SJV
Section, Dan,

Join Ben, WB6GBS, and other net control op- AE6SX. Dan's SV

erators, for an interesting way to start the news is found at

day. Visit http://w6to.com for further infor- arrl.org

mation.

The Central VaIIey T-hunters Thanks to Duane, KI6QEL, Rob, AE6GE, Jim, W6NIF,

and Richard, KE6SHL, for providing the photographs
included in SKIP.

Hunt Frequency will be 146.565 MHz.

For more information email info@k6arp.org or
call 559-492-7675.

Rob, AE6GE Hunt master

MANWN NA SYSTEMS, INC. Michael Staal

V.P. § Designer
K&eMYC

® Anteana Design § Produstion from

BC tp Microwave

@ Machine Work § Manufacturing Services
With the closing of the Silver Dollar Hofbrau, a
long established eatery and Fresno icon, the
Thursday ham radio lunch get-together has

g
.tl)_ﬁen moved. ing | Co \j 4402 N. Selland Ave. Fresno, CA 93722
e new meeting location is: 5594328873 FAX 559.432.3059 WebSite: Www.m2ine.com

® System setup § nstallations

Jeb’s Blueberry Hill
3851 North Blackstone Avenue
Fresno, CA 93726

The winner of last months
membership attendance
drawing was not present at
the meeting.

YL (and XYL) net? All are invited on Monday _
nights on the W6TO repeaters at 7:30 P.M., or || KOUSY missed out.

there abouts. Must be present to win.

$20 will be drawn at the next
meeting.
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Local Amateur Radio Repeaters

Organization Call Sign Frequency Offset PL

CARP K6ARP 147.675 - 141.3
CARP N6JXL 224.380 - 141.3
CARP K6ARP 444,725 + 141.3
CARP NI6M 440.350 + 141.3
CONDOR WB6BRU 224.900 - 156.7
FARC W6TO 146.940 - 141.3
FARC W6TO 223.940 - 141.3
FARC W6TO 444.200 + 141.3
BRA W6FSC 145.230 - 141.3
BRA W6FSC 443.450 + 141.3
KINGS ARC N6CVC 145.110/444.95 - 100.0
NCORS NCORS 927.6625/902.0125 - 146.2
MADERA ARC W6eWGZ 147.180 + 146.2
MADERA ARC W6eWGZ 441.175 + 146.2
QCWA WQ6CWA 146.850 - 141.3
QCWA WQ6CWA 443.250 + 107.2
RACES N6HEW 147.150 + 141.3
SJVARS KE6]Z 146.820 - 141.3
TURLOCK ARC W6BXN 147.030 + 100.0
WO6NIF WO6NIF 444.100 + 100.0
WINSystem K6]SI 146.790 - 100.0
WINSystem K6JSI 444.250 + 100.0
CVRC N6IB 443.950 + 141.3
CVRC N6IB 442.350 + 141.3
CVRC N6VQL 147.315 + 141.3

Birthdays: Anniversaries:
02/01 Pete NA6C 02/06 Julie & Joe WAGBFFJ
02/18 Eric KK6LLQ
02/20 Jim W6NIF 02/14 Nicole & Stephen AG6JI
02/27 Richard N6FUB 02/26 Nora WABBDE & Jim WENIF

DX Breakfast Ten meter net, CW and Phone, every
Wednesday

The Fresno DX Breakfast meets the first 7 P.M. for CW at 28.140

Sat. of every month at Jeb’s Blueberry Hill 8 P.M. for SSB at 28.445

Café, 3851 N. Blackstone in Fresno. The

group gathers between 0630 and 0800 This is a local net, the cw part run by

hours. We have the back room until about KF6ZXO, and the SSB part by Doyle,

10:00 AM. W60EZ. Have fun checking in on one or

“The only way to be loud....is to transmit.” both modes.

DX is the one you do not have confirmed!!

DXing is 90% mental -- the other half is Also at 7 P.M. is our own FARC Tech Net,

physical. De N2MG with WA6FFJ, Joe, on the W6TO repeaters.
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THE DX CORNER

By Charles McConnell W6DPD

February 2015

“DX is the one you want but you don’t have. That is the way it has always been, that is the way it will always
be.” Of the most recent DXpeditions, “If you worked it, it was the best DXpedition ever. If you missed it, it
was probably not so good.” “And so it goes.”

All things are relative, some more than others. Thanks Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD

If you want help with DX, you can contact the local members of the Central California DX Club for some as-
sistance. Charles W6DPD 431-2038, or Perry K6XJ 299-2802, can give you advice. The big thing about find-
ing DX is to tune the bands.

The DX Breakfast is every Saturday at Jeb’s Blueberry Hill Café, 3851 N. Blackstone Ave in Fresno. This
group gathers about 06:30 AM. All are welcome.

Check out www.spaceweather.com and www.solarham.net for information on the solar cycle. The higher the
solar flux and the lower the A and K Indices, the better the band conditions.

The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978-0970. You can send up to
10 address labels and $0.80 for each envelope to the address above. They will put 1 unit of First Class postage
on the envelope. If you work DX, you should have envelopes at the bureau so you can get your cards. You
may be able to check your status at the bureau at http://www.gslbureau.org/

The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service has raised the rates for sending ARRL members QSL cards to foreign coun-
tries. The new rate is $2 for up to 10 cards in one envelope, $3 for 11 to 20 cards in one envelope and 75 cents
per ounce for more than 20 cards.

Postage rates around the world are constantly changing. To see current rates go to http://www.qgsl.net/w9ol/
IRC Chart.htm where you can find the current postal rates for most of the countries of the world. IRCs can
no longer be ordered online from the US Post Office.

To check on foreign postage, you can go to http://www.k4hb.com/postage.html. To learn about addressing en-
velopes to everywhere in the world, go to http://www.columbia.edu/~fdc/postal/ for a discussion and exam-
ples. U.S. Postage increased on January 26, 2014. Overseas postage is $1.15; domestic postage is $0.49 for 1
ounce. Additional ounce for domestic mail is $0.21. Postcards are $0.34.
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club
Continued from the last page

If you don’t get a DX Bulletin and you belong to ARRL, you should register on the members only web
page and check the box for the ARRL DX Bulletin. This one is emailed each Thursday. Or you can go to
the ARRL web page in the News/ Bulletin section and view the bulletins there.

You can also read the OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the web. Search OP DX Bulletin or 425 DX
Bulletin to get the URL. You can subscribe to the Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX too. These bulletins
will keep you informed of DX operations and QSL information.

The following operations are scheduled:

Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2

Ascension Island ZD8D maybe an October 2011 start
Angola D2CQ February 2010 for a few years

Navassa Island K1N First 2 weeks of Feb 20157

Cocos Island T19/3Z9DX February 16 to February 23, 2015
Juan Fernandez Island 3G0ZC February 20 to March 8, 2015
Miquelon FP February 26 to March 10, 2015

Malawi 7QAA March 11 to 22, 2015

Eritrea E3A? March 2015

Democratic Republic of the Congo 9Q0HQ March 2015
Nauru C21EU? March 25 to April 4, 2015

Spratly Islands DXOP April 2015

Tristan da Cunha ZD9TT September 15 to October 6, 2015
Chesterfield Island TX3X? October 1 to October 12, 2015
Fernando de Noronha PYOF/homecalls October 18 to 27, 2015
Heard Island VKOEK November 17 to December 23, 2015
Bouvet 3Y December 17, 2015 to January 10, 2016
Palmyra Island KH5 December 2015 to January 2016
South Sandwich and South Georgia VP8 January 2016
Palestine E44Y planning for March 2016

Charles, W6DPD

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information. As the time for the operation is at hand, watch the
DX Summit (www.dxsummit.fi) for listings.

There are a number of state QSO parties each year. Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web
page. State QSO parties are a good place to collect states for your Worked All States award. ARRL Log
Book of the World now supports the Worked All States Award and the WPX Award.

Good luck, tune the dial, and listen.

Check out yesterday's LA Times article about how China is building islands
in the Spratly and Scarborough areas. I never thought about building a new
island as a new DXCC entity before. I like it! :)

http://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-china-us-islands-20150128-story.html
#page=1

P.S. could this mean that the next Scarborough Reef operation will be by jet
with luxury accommodations???
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AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS

IN FRESNO
UNLICENSED THRU EXTRA CLASS
Sponsored By the FRESNO VE TEAM
And the FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

2015

Exams for all Amateur license classes will be conducted on the following dates in Fresno California. All exams are given on Satur-
day and begin at 9:30 AM.
February14 May9 August8 November 14

LOCATION: ....Salvation Army Fresno Citadel, 1854 Fulton Street, Fresno CA 93721
DIRECTIONS: From North or South of Fresno, Take Highway 99 to Highway 180 east. Go east on 180 to Fulton Street off ramp.

Turn right on Fulton Street. Go south on Fulton across Divisidero to Sacramento Ave. Turn left on Sacramento Ave and park. You
have arrived.

Theory exams are multiple choice. Priority mail is used to send paperwork to ARRL, who sends data to FCC via electronic mail, thus
assuring the fastest possible service on new licenses, which typically are posted to the FCC database by the end of the week follow-
ing the exam.

BRING. Two ID’s, one with photo. Taxpayer ID Number (Social Security Number), or FCC Registration Number (preferred). Fee
$15.00 per test session. Bring exact change. Original and copy of Amateur License. Talk in on 146.94 repeater.

Walk in’s only, no pre-registration.

More Info?? Contact Charles, (559) 431-2038

4364 E. Ashlan Ave. ¥ Fresno Ca. 93726
Phone (559) 227-2986

Shop at SPARKY'S for all your electronic needs.
Everything in electronics for:

HOBBYIST
DO-IT-YOURSELFER
EXPERIMENTER

Professional and Amateur Radio publications,
Since 1963

Shortwave radios-Parts-Tools
Computer Accessories-LAN-Data Comm.
Cables and wire.
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£SNO COUNTy

EMCOMM

EC Report for January 25, 2015

Hi All,
Due to the holidays we had very limited activity in January. We had 4 Monday Night EmComm
Nets, 1 EmComm and Coffee, one ARES/RACES meeting, 1 Radio Campout, and one SATERN Seminar.

Winter Radio Campout

January 16, 17 and 18, several of our Fresno County EmComm members joined the CARP Club
on a campout at Little Basin Campground in the Santa Cruz Mountains. We set up seven stations operat-
ing SSB, CW, and Digital Modes. Most of the operators were working the North American Phone QSO Par-
ty. They had set up several G5RV, End-fed and Off-center fed antennas in the trees as well as a Mag-
loop, Vertical, Rotatable Dipole on the ground. Two of us stayed off the contest and just operated for the
fun of it doing PKS-31 and CW.

The list of attendees, both Fresno County EmComm and CARP Members follows: Rob Mavis
(AE6GE), Laura Mavis (KI6KRT), Jeff Jensen (KK6KRT), Travis Philips (W6TRP), Suzanne Philips
(KK6021), Brendan Church (KK6MPF), Dave Schumacher (NQ6S), Glen Caine (N6HEW), Joe Capell
(WOPJID), Greg Waters (KJ60UI), Lee Berger (CALL?), Mike Cederquist (KD6LDA), and Dan Puritt
(AE6SX).

I would like to thank Rob and Laura for all their hard work putting this event together.

Fresno Fire and Fresno County EmComm

Earlier this month we were contacted by Fresno Fire asking for help putting together a Amateur
Radio Station at their EOC at the water treatment plant on Jensen Ave. Our contact person was Captain
Jeff Guynn who is one of their Public Information Officers. He has seen the work that Stanislaus County
ARES has been doing and wants to emulate that. He is how working with a limited budget and asked
what to start with. I suggested that they start with a VHF/UHF antenna and work form there. We let him
know that we could supply our radio equipment until he could acquire funds to purchase their own. It was
nice to begin dialog with the City of Fresno opening the doors to a working relationship.

P. 1
Continued on the next page age 13



Fresno Amateur Radio Club
Continued from the previous page

The Fresno EmComm Members attending the meeting were: Chris (KJ60UG), Dan (AE6SX) and
Glen (N6HEW). Cedric Reese (KJ6FHJ) represented Fresno CERT.

Public Service Calendar 2015

Most of you know we help CARP doing Public Service events. We use them as training events;
they help keep us sharp handling traffic and working under a net condition. I am including the calendar
of events as it is now.

2015 Public Service Events:

February 21 - Rotary Run

March 7 - Sanger Blossom Trail 10K

April 4 — Clovis Big Hat Day Bicycle Century

April 11 - March of Dimes Fresno

April 25 - Shinzen Run/Walk

May 2 or 9 — Kirch Flat Bicycle Century

May 16 — California Classic Bicycle Century

September 12 - Tour de Fresno Charity Bicycle Century
October 10 - Bass Lake Powerhouse Double Century

November 8 — Two Cities Marathon
If interested in volunteering at any of the above events, contact either Rob Mavis or me.

Net Control Staff Needed

We are looking for volunteers to take a turn as net control on Monday nights. This is not a difficult task.
We will provide the preamble and net roster. This is a great way to enhance your skills running a net for
emergency situations. If you are interested, please contact Gary (KI6OYW) at 559-269-1340 or email
g_greenberg@att.net

Our Calendar

Don't forget the Monday Night Emcomm Net at 1930 hr. on the 147.15 MHz PI
141.3. We have some good information and camaraderie. On the third Friday of the month there
is the EMComm Coffee at YFC on Cedar south of Ashlan in Granite Park at 0Z:00Rr. And last

but not least the EmComm Meetings are held on the Fourth Thursday of month. The Fe_bru-

ary meeting will be held February 26" at 1900 hr. at the Sal-
vation Army Citadel at 1854 Fulton St., Fresno.

Best of 73's

GLEN CAINE (N6HEW)
Fresno County RACES Officer
Fresno County ARES EC
559-999-7590
N6hew2@gmail.com
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DECEMBER 17 T-HUNT RECAP

by: Rob Mavis AE6GE

John K6MI and Erik NI6G conferring over the scores

The evening of Wednesday December 17, 2014 the Central Valley T-Hunters gath-
ered at Letterman Park in Clovis, California for a night-time transmitter hunt. There
were 5 teams competing in the hunt.

John Morrice K6MI and Erik Scott NI6G, the winners of the November 22, 2014 event, devised a great hunt.
They employed some deception and misdirection to hinder and throw the hunters off the fox’s trail.

Utilizing three transmitters, the rules for the hunt were as follows:

e Find all three transmitters, take a card from each one and return to the starting point.

e One point assessed for every minute that elapsed from the start of the hunt until the team arrived back at
the start point.

¢ One point will be assessed for every mile driven.

Winner will be the team with the least amount of points (minutes+miles).

Ron N6MTS setting up his doppler system — which he ended up not needing.

In the moments leading to the start of the hunt, teams prepared their maps, dopplers and
beams. The hunt started at 6:33 pm. Hunters, including myself, feverously worked to get bear-
¥ ings on as many of the transmitters as we could.

| [ plotted a bearing on the strong high-power transmitter and the “Micro-Fox”, both were gen-
e crally from the north-west. Just as we were heading back to the car to start the mobile portion

of the hunt I caught a blip from the “MicroHunt” 50mW transmitter. At that point I realized
that if I could hear the micro transmitter then some, if not all transmitters, were located in or around
Letterman Park. Nice try on the part of the fox with the misleading instructions. So I tossed the map
and compass into the back seat of the car and run off into the darkness of the park.

John K6MI preparing hunters Ken WAG60IB, Greg KG6YZN and Matt KG6YLJ

Even with some early on equipment malfunctions (HT battery died) it was relatively easy to

 find the high power transmitter located in a 5-gallon bucket behind a tree in the north-west cor-

! ner of the park because its 5 watt signal overpowered the other two transmitters.

The second transmitter was located east of the first transmitter in the north-east corner of the

park near the old Clovis animal shelter.

 Due to the high signal strength of the first two transmitters it was difficult to hear the third
transmitter. So I decided to head back toward the parking lot where I first heard the signal. As

I made my way I saw a cardboard ice cream container sitting at the base of a tree with an antenna

sticking up out of it. Without haste I grabbed my third card from the “transmitter” and hurried back to

the parking lot where John and Erik were waiting for the teams to arrive.

Ken WA6OIB, John K6MI and John WJ6Y

I pulled the three cards out of my pocket and proudly handed them to John. He then in-
spected the cards, two of which had a colored line drawn across them, the third had an
“X”. John then said “You have found two of the transmitters.” What? One of the transmit-
ters was a decoy! Page 15
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

Back to the hunt! I knew that the first two transmitters I located were actual transmitters as I had actu-
ally DF’ed the signals. Note to self; verify suspected transmitters next time. The third was the decoy. 1
should have known better than to expect a transmitter to be hidden out in the open like that. You
sneaky foxes!

I headed back to the parking lot where I heard the micro transmitter. It was now very difficult to catch
the signal from the micro because of the duration and time drift of the other two transmitters nearly all
of the micro’s signals were covered up by another transmitter. After some triangulation I had narrowed
it down to somewhere on the east edge of the park. After spending some time scouring up and down
the canal bank all the other hunters were in the general area searching for third and final transmitter.
Due to my first HT dying, I had to use a backup 2-meter only HT, so I could not use the third harmonic
method to attenuate the signals from the other transmitters. Eventually I was able to zero in on the
transmitter just as John WJ6Y walked up. I stood there next to where the third transmitter was hidden
in the weeds on the canal bank hoping the John would pass by following a bounce from the fence lines
that paralleled the canal.

No such luck, John WJ6Y also zeroed in on the final transmitter. I went ahead and bent down to grab
the card, when John asked me to grab one for him. I grabbed two cards and as I stood up said “No”.
Then with a grin handed him a card and then began to run for the start point.

[ arrived at the start point and gave John my three cards and he proclaimed me the first place finisher!
About a minute later John WJ6Y arrived, shortly followed by the other teams. Final scores are listed

below. After the hunt the group met at Me-n-Eds for pizza, beer and tales of the evening’s event.

Thanks to John and Erik for putting on such a great hunt.

PLACE TEAM NAME/CALLSIGN MILEAGE TIME

Rob Mavis AE6GE

Team Mavis 0 miles 40 minutes
Laura Mavis KI6KRT
John Youngquist WJ6Y

Team Low Tide 0 miles 41 minutes
Rick Tyburski W6KKO
Ron Hunt N6MTS
Ken Holden WA60IB

0 miles 43 minutes

Casey Hamlin KJ6SSB

Delane
Grumpy Guard and his Matt Goodwin KG6YLJ . .
Minon 0 miles 59 minutes
Greg Goodwin KG6YZN
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club

CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW

Call: N2NS Class: Single Op Assisted HP  Operating Time (hrs): 1.5

Total: QSOs = 54 State/Prov = 19 Countries = 6 Total Score = 4,000

Comments: On for a half hour Sat night, then one hour Sun AM. Hoping to find a new 160m DXCC or two.
Did work BA710 for new TB DXCC counter Sun AM. Only other DX wkd was: JA, KH6, PJ2, XE, ZF.
K3/P3, Alpha 9500, NIMM Plus logger 1/4 wave sloper (tx), K9AY loop (rx)

W6DPD operated NAQP SSB to help the NCCC in the club challenge.
Single Op Low Power Exchange was Carl CA Time 1 hour

Logger was NIMM Logger+ Version 1.0.04573.0

Band QSOs Pts Sec Mt2

14 5 5 5

21 14 14 9

28 8 8 5 1

Total 27 27 19 1  Score 540

North American QSO Party, CW - January

Call: N2NS Operator(s): N2NS Class: Single Op LP Operating Time (hrs): 0.6
Band QSOs Mults

20: 25 21 Total: 25 21 Total Score = 525

W6DPD 2015 RTTY RU  Charles W6DPD operated single op, non-assisted, low power.
Band QSOs Pts Sec DXC

14 45 45 13 0
21 32 32 23 0
28 33 33 5 3
TOTAL 110 110 41 3 SCORE 4,840

Radio: YAESU FTDX 5000MP Antenna: Forcel2 SBA Second contest with NIMM Logger+, first one using
RTTY.

Stew Perry Topband Challenge

Call: N2NS Operator: N2NS Class: Single Op HP QTH: DM06 Operating Time (hrs):4:48

Total: QSOs = 116 Total Score = 465

Comments: Mostly S&P. DX wkd: KH6, KP2, V5, XE. NO JA's or KL.7's heard. Can't remember having that
happen before. Hope everyone else did better.

Starting January 5, 2015 the following RTTY/data frequency expanded allocations go into effect in Japan.
160m 1907.5 - 1912.5 kHz

80m 3520 - 3575 kHz

40m 7030 - 7100 kHz

30m 10130 - 10150 kHz

20m 14070 - 14150 kHz

17m 18090 - 18120 kHz

15m 21070 - 21150 kHz

12m 24910 - 24940 kHz

10m 28070 - 28200 kHz Notice especially the wider bands on 80 and 40.
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club
F.A.R.C. DUES ARE $20 PER YEAR FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP. Additional
family members in the same household are $5.00 each per year. New
hams are free for the first year. Make checks payable to F.A.R.C. and
send to:
P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, CA 93755-5912.

2015 Fresno Amateur Radio Club - Membership Application

Date
Name Call Sign
Address
City State ZIP
Home Phone Cell Phone
Occupation Birthdate

License Class Year 1% Licensed
ARRL Member?

E-mail address

Anniversary Date

Additional Family Member in same household:
Spouse Name Call Sign
Son/Daughter Name Call Sign

2015
Fresno Ama-
teur Radio Club
Activities and

Events

Meetings on
the 2nd Friday
of the month

FD on the 4th
full weekend in
June

Banquet Din-
ner in Decem-
ber

Club Picnic in
summer

FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.
P.O. Box 5912
Fresno, CA 93755-5912

Send To:
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