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FARC General Meet-
ings 

are held the 2nd Friday of 
each month, 7 p.m. at the 
University of California 
Center on Shaw Ave. un-
less otherwise noted.  
Stay tuned in for new an-
nouncements.  
__________________ 
2018 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  
1st Tuesday of each 
month, this month at 
WB6VRJôs QTH.  

__________________ 
 

FARC Nets 
Morning Drive Time Net: 
Weekday mornings-7:30ð

8:00 a.m.  
W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net: 
Sundays @ 7:00 pm 
W6TO/R 146.940   

Web page: 
W6to.com 

 

SKIPSKIP  

 
President Stu, WB6VRJ, with microphone in 
hand, welcoming everyone at the Oct. club 
meeting. 

Saturday, Nov. 10th, in place of the regular meet-
ing, FARC will host a swap meet.   
 
There will be a hidden TX hunt on the premises.    
 
This is a good time for selling, buying, and eyeball 
qsos.  See page 2 for details. 
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ANNUAL HAM RADIO SWAP MEET 
*OPEN TO EVERYONE* 

FRESNO AMATEUR RADIO 
 

Being held on:  NOVEMBER 10, 2018 

Clean out that HAM shack of any surplus types 
of: 

HAM RADIO EQUIPMENT, ANTENNAS, and/or 

 

SELLERS arrive and set up:  7:30 AM 
 

GATES OPEN TO BUYERS:  8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

Admission is FREE for Everyone 

(Donations for food and refreshments are accepted) 

Talk-In on 146.940 

T-Hunt Contest and Prize 

 

LOCATION OF SWAP MEET: 
LION AUTOMOTIVE  
2944 Phillip Avenue 
Clovis, CA  93612-3934 

DIRECTIONS:  From Clovis Ave., turn East onto Gettysburg 
Ave. and 

travel 2 blocks, turn South on Phillip Ave., proceed to Lion 
Automo-  

tive building and Parking Lotðyou may park in the Parking 
Lot. 

     Walk through OPEN GATE to the Swap Meet. 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO: 
  

Fresno Amateur Radio Clubõs 
 ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS 
DINNER! 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2018 
MEET & GREET @ 6:00 P.M. 

DINNER @ 6:30 P.M.  
COME JOIN THE FUN !   5ƛƴƴŜǊ [ƻŎŀǝƻƴΥ 
DI CICCOõS ITALIAN RESTAURANT 

(N/E CORNER OF  CEDA R & NEES AVENUES)  
1530 E. NEES AVE. 
FRESNO, CA 93720 

 
 

/ƻǎǘΥ  ϷмуκǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
¢ƻ {9/¦w9 ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴΣ  
ϝtƭŜŀǎŜ a!L[ ¸h¦w /I9/Y 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ 59/9a.9w мΣ нлмуϝ  

¢hΥ 
 

Cw9{bh !a!¢9¦w w!5Lh /[¦. 
th .h· рфмнΣ  

Cw9{bhΣ /! фотрр-рфмн  
(Please write on your check the  
number of persons attending) 
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 FARC 
Send your dues check to FARC, PO Box 5912, Fresno 93755-5912 
 Board meeting on the first Tuesday at Stuôs place. 

 
 
 

The Prez sez: 

BAD NEWS FOR YOU HAMS: had my heart check up and they say I am still going! 
Yeah, I am going to the swap meet in Nov. and  also to the Christmas dinner in December-and I sure 
wanna see all of you there! 
 
Well, it is still warmish, so all of you can get out there and work on your antennae before they fall down 
in December! 
 
The attendance at the club meetings has been GREAT! I do thank all of 
you for showing up and having a great time. The prizes, the presenta-
tions, and best of all, the eyeball QSOs that are so great. 
 
See ya soon! 
 
 

 
 
Joe, W0PJD, and 
granddaughter 
Bella, are the 
prize ticket tak-
ers. 
 
   John, K6MI, 
was most sur-
prised to find he 
was the winner of 
the Heathkit clock 
at the Oct. meet-
ing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oct. Heathkit meetingï Ron N6MTS and Ken, WA6OIB 
September VHF meeting rover presentation by Ron, N6MTS. 
August  Club Picnic with Bingo and prizes! 
July meeting ñNew and Oldò, with ice cream.  New hams and old, new radios and old radi-
os!  Always a popular meeting!   
June meeting was our FD meeting.   
May Meeting Joe, WA6FFJ,  part 2ï how to use the Kill a Watt and Variac to work on your 
radios.   
April Meeting-    Hacking the Kill A Watt 
March meeting- Dean, AF6MC, gave a great talk about power connectors, and showed an 
amusing video which elicited laughter and groans from the group. 

Badges are brought to the meetings and are available for pick up.   
 
The next run of badges will be next year at the February meeting.   
 
Special thanks to Bob, W6AIY, for running the badge program.   
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The October meeting program  started 
out with a donation of an unbuilt Heathkit 
clock.    
 
From there it went to a meeting about 
HeathKits, of which there are many ama-
teur radio units over the years.  Many 
members brought in favorite units (all on 
the small side, no one wanted to bring a 
heavy unit!), and Ron, N6MTS, was ready 
with info.   
 
Also brought in were old catalogs, which 
easily led to discussions of radios that 
members had in the past.   
 
A most amazing part, however, was the 

presentation that Ken, WA6OIB, led about 

the origins of the Heath Company from 

the 1920ôs-  airplane kits!   It wasnôt until 

just after WWII that the Heath Company 

started making electronic kits.    

Although Mr. Heath died in 1932, the 

company changed hands many times, and 

is still going, as evidence of the clock kit 

that was the main raffle prize. 
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!a!¢9¦w w!5Lh 9·!a{ 
Lb Cw9{bh 
9ȄŀƳǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ  

¢9/IbL/L!bΣ D9b9w![Σ ŀƴŘ !a!¢9¦w 9·¢w! 
{ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ .ȅ ǘƘŜ    Cw9{bh ±9 ¢9!a 

!ƴŘ ¢ƘŜ    Cw9{bh !a!¢9¦w w!5Lh /[¦.Σ Lb/Φ 
 

нлму bƻǾΦ мт 
 

9ȄŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ CǊŜǎƴƻ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦ  !ƭƭ ŜȄπ
ŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ фΥол !aΦ 
 
[h/!¢LhbΥ ΦΦΦΦ{ŀƭǾŀǝƻƴ !ǊƳȅ CǊŜǎƴƻ /ƛǘŀŘŜƭΣ мурп Cǳƭǘƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ CǊŜǎƴƻ /! фотнм 
 
5Lw9/¢Lhb{Υ  CǊƻƳ bƻǊǘƘ ƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ CǊŜǎƴƻΣ ¢ŀƪŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ фф ǘƻ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ мул ŜŀǎǘΦ  Dƻ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻƴ мул ǘƻ Cǳƭπ
ǘƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƻũ ǊŀƳǇΦ  ¢ǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ Cǳƭǘƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ   Dƻ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻƴ Cǳƭǘƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛŘŜǊƻ ǘƻ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ !ǾŜΦ 
¢ǳǊƴ ƭŜƊ ƻƴ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ !ǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΦ 
 
¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ŜȄŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ CƛǊǎǘ /ƭŀǎǎ Ƴŀƛƭ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ !ww[Σ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴŘǎ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ C// 
Ǿƛŀ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ƳŀƛƭΣ ǘƘǳǎ ŀǎǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ C// ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŜŜƪ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳΦ 
 
.wLbDΦ ¢ǿƻ L5ΩǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ  ¢ŀȄǇŀȅŜǊ L5 bǳƳōŜǊ ό{ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ bǳƳōŜǊύΣ ƻǊ C// wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ bǳƳπ
ōŜǊ όǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘύΦ  CŜŜ ϷмрΦлл ǇŜǊ ǘŜǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  .ǊƛƴƎ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ  
¢ŀƭƪ ƛƴ ƻƴ мпсΦфп ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊΦ 
 
²ŀƭƪ ƛƴΩǎ ƻƴƭȅΣ ƴƻ ǇǊŜ-ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΦ  aƻǊŜ LƴŦƻΚΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΣ  όррфύ пом-нлоу  
ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

 

 
 

bŜȄǘ CƻȄ IǳƴǘΥ 
.ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŀǇƳŜŜǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǧŜǊόǎύΗ 

¶ bƻǾΦ млΣ нлму ς CΦ!ΦwΦ/Φ {ǿŀǇƳŜŜǘ 
 

Do you recognize this?  Story 
to come in a future Skip. 
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The mystery object from 
last months Skip 
 
Marc, WB6DCE, sent this explaination: 
 
OK I did my "homework" and did 
some  search on the web and the  
contraption is an elaborate  pencil 
sharpener..  a Jupiter N model There  
was one of these in Leland Stanford's 
office..  apparently one of these  
is on display at the railroad museum in 
Sacramento... 
I found a u tube video that shows how it 
works.... 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=N4_eWybZJKA 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A story from 1974, by Paul, W6VPS 
 
While our newer club members may not realize it there was 
time when the FARC club repeater was nearly always busy. 
There were regularly mobiles out on 99 or Interstate 5 check-
ing in, asking for signal reports and gabbing with locals.  It was 
early fall of 1974. 
 
The club repeater was renowned for tremendous valley cover-
age from its location just below the Channel 30 TV tower.  It is 
now located farther back in Meadow Lakes and though it works 
well it does not have the coverage it did in those halcyon days. 
Forty-four years ago this past September the repeater sudden-
ly became useless. A jammer had a constant carrier locking up 
the repeater.  Strong signals from valley stations with high 
power and beams were unable to override the signal on the 
input frequency.  (146.340 MHz.) 
 
Attempts by a group of club members to triangulate the of-
fending signal which locked up the repeater 24-7 had no suc-
cess. 

 
Two club members Pat Fennacy W6YEP and Norm Davis WB6SHI (SK) decided to make it their mission 
to  locate the origin of the jamming signal. The consensus on a location was that it originated east of the 
actual repeater site. 
 
On Saturday October 5 Norm drove up to the repeater site and Fennacy went airborne in his plane flying 
concentric circles over the area doing his best to tie down the location of the signal. Coordinating via 
handhelds they were able to lock in on the location. It was a multi-limbed pine tree about 75 yards from 
the building which housed the repeater. 
 
Davis climbed the tree and retrieved the small crystal controlled transmitter and a battery. 
The jamming transmitter which is pictured above was powered by a large 9 volt battery.  Fennacy said 
he believed at the time that the battery was military surplus.  It had enough capacity to run the jam-
ming transmitter continuously for more than a year. 
The person or persons who built and placed the jamming transmitter were never identified. 
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Twice a year the Turlock ARC has an auction, primarily for the benefit of estates.   
 
Pictures are listed ahead of time on W6BXN.org, and Grady K6IXA, who has had years of experience 
being an auctioneer, presides from the podium, or in this case, a seat with a microphone.   
 
He is very entertaining, keeping everyoneôs attention.  If you forget to listen and move to scratch your 
head, you may find out you just bought something, to the amusement of the crowd.    
 
FARC members were in attendance, along with hams from all over. Pictured are two radios that were 
ñrescuedò by John, K6MI. 
  
The next auction will  be in the Spring of 2019. 
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2018 FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FARC Officers and Board members: 
Stuart Home, WB6VRJ President wb6vrj@w6to.com (559) 485-8659  12/2019 
Ken Holden, WA6OIB VP  wa6oib@w6to.com (559) 323-6753   12/2018 
Ron Hunt, N6MTS Treas.  n6mts@w6to.com (559) 289-8514  12/2018 
Jim Erbe, W6NIF Sec.  w6nif@w6to.com (559) 222-7524  12/2018 
Bob Sherwood, W6AIY  w6aiy@w6to.com (559) 275-4319     12/2019 
Vacant            12/2019 
Vacant            12/2019 
 
Web master 
Aaron Lusk, K6USY   k6usy@w6to.com (559) 301-1022  
 
Skip Editor 
John Morrice, K6MI   k6mi@pacbell.net (559) 275-7373 

Breakfast on Saturdays at Blueberry Hill locat-
ed at Blackstone North of Dakota, starting at 
6:30 A.M.. Join the DXôers and all the area 
hams for breakfast  
 
Also Breakfast every Tuesday at 8 A.M. at 
Dennyôs  on Shaw, East of West.  
 
The Quarter Century Wireless Association 
Lunch is held on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at Jebôs Blueberry Cafe on Blackstone 
at 11:30 to 1 P.M..  
  
The Thursday ham radio lunch get-together  
meeting location is: 
Jebôs Blueberry Hill 
3851 North Blackstone Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93726 
 

 Event-Date 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov. 10, Sat. FARC Swap meet 
 
Nov. 10 Hidden TX Hunt at Swap meet 
 
Dec. 14, FARC Dinner Friday  6 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
San Joaquin Valley Nets: 
 
The Noontime net meets on 7.268.5 MHz. This net handles a lot of 
messages.  
 
Daytime Region 6 Traffic Net meets daily at 3:30 pacific time on or 
near 7.275 MHZ. This one is probably not in operation at this time. 
 
The California Traffic Net meets daily on 3.906 MHZ and 6:00 PM local 
time.  
 
The Golden Bear Amateur Radio Net meets nightly at 7:00 PM local time 
on 3.975 MHZ.  

 
Northern California Net (NCN), the Section Traffic Net, meets nightly 
on 3.533 MHZ at 7 PM Pacific Time.  
 
San Joaquin Net meets Monday-Saturday on 3918khz, at 6 PM Pacific 
Time. 
 
Western Public Service System (WPSS) meets nightly on 3952khz, roll - 
at 7:30 PM local Pacific Time. 
 
The Mission Trail Net meets nightly on 3.856 MHZ at 8:00 PM local 
time. 
 
Northern California Net 2 (NCN2) The slow speed training session of 
NCN, meets nightly on 3.533 MHZ at 9 PM Pacific Time. Handling traffic 
on CW is a good way to improve your CW skills.  
 
 

 

 
Send Skip items to Skip editor John Morrice, 
K6MI at:     k6mi@pacbell.net 
 
 
 
You can download this and past Skip issues 

under the Document Archive menu by visiting 

w6to.com. 

Ron, N6MTS  
Treasurer  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jeb's+Blueberry+Hill/@36.787906,-119.790721,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8094677db022bd91:0x86cbc0d04deb669e
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jeb's+Blueberry+Hill/@36.787906,-119.790721,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8094677db022bd91:0x86cbc0d04deb669e
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jeb's+Blueberry+Hill/@36.787906,-119.790721,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8094677db022bd91:0x86cbc0d04deb669e
http://w6to.com
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 The Jerry Chandler K6PKO 
ñWhatôs he fixing now?ò page.  
Jerry has been attending the 
FARC meetings, QCWA lunches 
and the Tuesday morning 
breakfast, and will be out at 
the Nov. swapmeet. 
 
His latest project is a Collins 
30L-1 amplifier, which uses 
four 811a tubes.  This one has 
the new diode board and new 
capacitors, as well as new 
tubes. 
 
The bottom picture is his com-
plete Drake C-line station, 
which he has on the air daily 
on 40 meter SSB.  The receiver 
is a R4c with a T4xc transmit-
ter, and a L-4b amplifier, all 
nicely restored to full perfor-
mance. 
 
The top picture shows Jerry at 
his other station with an Alpha 
amp.  He says he isnôt going to 
move it, it is too heavy. 
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Tube of the Month 

 
3-500Z 

 
In the 1950s, hams were starting to have available new equipment made for the amateur market.  Mili-

tary surplus gear was still popular, but SSB was creeping into the bands and eventually replaced AM alto-

gether.  New tubes that would perform better than the old triodes were being developed for the newly 

developed ham amplifiers like the Heath SB-220 and the Drake L4B.  The 3-500Z was small and could be 

mounted in a smaller package than earlier tubes.  They were zero bias, and with a dissipation of 500 

watts, were ideal for ampliers designed for an input of 1000 watts.  Cooling of these amplifiers was less 

than ideal and the power supply was near maximum capacity, but the tubes could be pushed a bit if the 

operatorôs conscience wasnôt burdened when stretching the FCC rules.  The SB-220 would put out 1200 

watts, but not for long and the aftermarket in replacement transformers was brisk among the contesters 

and DXers. 

 

The 3-500Z has a mu of about 130 and can be used at full input to 110 MHz.  If adequate pressurized 

cooling is provided, a pair of 3-500Zs can be pushed to over 1500 watts output if the duty cycle is con-

sidered.  They get very hot on ñkey downò applications like RTTY or JT65A. Tubes sockets were designed 

to apply maximum pressurized air to the base seals; otherwise the solder will melt out of the filament 

pins. 

 

The 3-500Z was made by several manufacturers including Amperex and several companies in China.   

 

 

Visit the museum at N6JV.com 
Norm N6JV 
 

 

http://n6jv.com/
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 A California QSO Party Adventure 
 
The first weekend in Oct. is the California QSO Party, 
where all 58 California counties are on the air.   There 
are many stations looking to finish working on their All 
CA County award, and many who try to do it in one 
weekend.    
 
The sponsors of the contest, the Northern California 
Contest Club, were very aware that Kings county, a 
county just South West of us in Fresno county, had very 
little participation in the last few years, and asked that 
some Fresno hams go out and put it on the air.  There 
are usually enough Fresno hams to make sure that 

Fresno county isnôt rare. 
 

John, K6MI, decided to take up the chal-
lenge, after many years of working with a 
group in another rare county, Tehama coun-
ty, which was a five hour drive one way.   Kings sounded easy!   
  
Part of the solution was when Bob, 
W6AIY, volunteered his brothers barn in 
Corcoran, which is in Kings county. 
 
Then with operators Erik, NI6G, and 
Tom, WB6HYD, a team was assembled.  
Pete, W6LAW, came to help set up and 
take down, and Ron, N6MTS, brought 
out the tower trailer with a two element 
40m beam, and a tri-bander.   The radio 
set up was a K3, KPA-500, KAT-500, 
and an eighty meter inverted vee. 
 
1,300 qsoôs later, with all 58 states and 

Canadian provinces worked, a score of 

nearly 200k was put in the history books 

for the all time high multi/single expedi-

tion for Kings County. 

 

 

    California QSO Party 
 
Call: K6MI     Operator(s): K6MI NI6G WB6HYD    Station: 
K6MI    Class: M/SCntyExp HP    QTH: California 
Operating Time (hrs): 24 
Band  CW Qs  Ph Qs 
   80:  131     58 
   40:   77    115 
   20:  370    398 
   15:  101     65 
Total:  689    631  Mults = 58  Total Score = 193,082 
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The monthly attendance prize! 
 
The attendance prize in Oct. was won by David, 
KO6JL, who was not present.  Must be  present to 
win. Next drawing will be $50, at the Dec. dinner. 

Local Amateur Radio Repeaters 
 Organization  Call Sign   Frequency  Offset  PL 
 CARP   K6ARP    147.675    -  141.3 
 CARP   N6JXL    224.380    -  141.3 
 CARP   K6ARP    444.725    +  141.3 
 CARP   NI6M    440.350   +  141.3 
 CONDOR  WB6BRU   224.900    -  156.7 
 FARC   W6TO    146.940    -  141.3 
 FARC   W6TO    223.940    -  141.3 
 FARC   W6TO    444.200    +  141.3 
 BRA   W6FSC    145.230    -  141.3 
 BRA   W6FSC    443.450   +  141.3 
 KINGS ARC  N6CVC    145.110/444.95   -  100.0 
 NC9RS   NC9RS    927.6625/902.0125  -  146.2 
 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   147.180    +  146.2 
 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ   441.175    +  146.2 
 QCWA   WQ6CWA   146.850    -  141.3 
 QCWA   WQ6CWA   443.250    +  107.2 
 RACES   N6HEW   147.150    +  141.3 
 SJVARS  KE6JZ    146.820    -  141.3 
 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN   147.030    +  100.0 
 W6NIF   W6NIF    444.100    +  100.0 
 WINSystem  K6JSI    146.790    -  100.0 
 WINSystem  K6JSI    444.250    +  100.0 
 CVRC   K6WGJ Fresno Low  145.43   +  141.3 
 CVRC   N6VRC Meadow  147.165  +  141.3 
 CVRC   N6VRC Meadow  440.025  +  141.3 
 CVRC   N6VRC Santa Rita  147.285  +  141.3 
 CVRC   N6VRC Santa Rita  442.275  +  141.3 
 CVRC   N6VRC Visalia   442.525  +  141.3 
 CRVC   N6VRC Porterville  443.825  +  141.3 
 CVRC   K6WGJ Fresno Low  444.975  +  141.3 
 CVRC   N6VRC Bear Mt.  443.950   +  141.3 
 CVRC   N6VRC Mt. Bullion  442.350   +  141.3 
 CVRC   Bear    927.05   +  141.3 
 Meadow Lakes WA6OIB   146.61   -   141.3 
 WA6IPZ  WA6IPZ    52.84   -   82.5 

Birthdays 

 
11/03 Ernest KD6TRV 
11/04 Gwynne WA6VZM 
11/05 John K6MI 
11/24 Rob KM6SRR 

 

Anniversaries 
 

11/05 Faye & Jerry K6PKO 
11/05 Karen and Aaron K6USY 
11/05 Karen & Duane KI6QEL 
11/08 Kevin KM6NVO 

11/15 Barbara &Joe W0PJD 

Ten meter net, CW and Phone, every Wednesday 
7 P.M. for CW at 28.140 
8 P.M. for SSB at 28.445 
This is a local net, the cw part run by KF6ZXO, and 
the SSB with various net control ops..  Have fun 
checking in on one or both modes. 
 

Remember to keep you dues current for 
both the attendance prize and the birth-
day and anniversary listings.   
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THE DX CORNER   

    
By Charles McConnell W6DPD 

 
November 2018 

 
ñDX is the one you want but you donôt have.  That is the way it has always been, that is the way it will 

always be.ò   

Of the most recent DXpeditions, ñIf you worked it, it was the best DXpedition ever. If you missed it, it 

was probably not so good.ò  

ñAnd so it goes.ò   

All things are relative, some more than others.  Thanks Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD SK. 

 
If you want help with DX, you can contact the local members of the Central California DX Club for some 
assistance.  Charles W6DPD 431-2038, or Perry K6XJ 299-2802, can give you advice.  The big thing 
about finding DX is to tune the bands.  
 
The DX Breakfast is every Saturday at Jebôs Blueberry Hill Caf®, 3851 N. Blackstone Ave in Fresno. This 
group gathers about 06:30 AM.  All are welcome. 
 
Check out www.spaceweather.com and www.solarham.net for information on the solar cycle.  The higher 
the solar flux and the lower the A and K Indices, the better the band conditions.  As the solar cycle heads 
toward the minimum by the end of the decade, working DX becomes more of a challenge.  The high 
bands become less useful until the solar cycle heads toward the maximum, some years from now.  There 
were over100 sunspot free days in 2017 
 
The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978-0970.  You can send up 
to 10 address labels and $0.80 for each envelope to the address above.  They will put 1 unit of First Class 
postage on the envelope.  You can contribute $10 or $20 online using Paypal.  If you work DX, you 
should have envelopes at the bureau so you can get your cards.  You may be able to check your status at 
the bureau at http://www.qslbureau.org/ 

 
The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service has raised the rates, effective November 1, 2016, for sending ARRL 
members QSL cards to foreign countries.  The new rate is $1.15 per ounce, about 10 cards.  There is now 
a $7.00 transaction fee for each submission.  Sending one ounce of cards (about 10) will now cost $8.15. 
Ten ounces of cards would cost $11.50 plus $7.00. 
 
U.S. Postage has increased on January 21, 2018.  Overseas postage is still $1.15 per ounce.  Domestic 
postage is now $0.50 for 1 ounce.  Additional ounce for domestic mail is still $0.21.  Postcards are now 
$0.35. 
 
If you donôt get a DX Bulletin and you belong to ARRL, you should register on the members only web 
page and check the box for the ARRL DX Bulletin.  This one is emailed each Thursday.   Or you can go to 
the ARRL web page in the News/ Bulletin section and view the bulletins there.   
 
You can also read the OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the web.  Search OPDX Bulletin or 425 DX 
Bulletin to get the URL.  You can subscribe to the Daily DX, or Weekly DX.  These bulletins will keep you 
informed of DX operations and QSL information. 

http://www.spaceweather.com/
http://www.solarham.net/
http://www.qslbureau.org/
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Continued from the last page  

Charles, W6DPD 

 

 

The following operations are scheduled:  
Bouvet 3Y0I is scheduled again. Date is not known at this time.  
Djibouti J28PJ for 3 to 5 years  
Ascension Island ZD8D maybe an October 2011 start  
Ascension Island ZD8AC now for 2 years  
Senegal 6W1SU now for 2 to 3 years  
Gabon TR8CA September 15 for 4 years  
Rwanda 9X0TA August 5, 2017 for 3 years  
Rwanda 9X9PJ now for 2 years  
Antarctica VK0HZ Davis Station for 1 year  
Antarctica ZL5A Scott Base for 1 year  
Macquarie Island VK0AI  soon through March 2019  
Trinidade ZZ0T sometime in 2018  
Ducie Island VP6D October 19 to November 3, 2018  
Mayotte Island FH/DJ7RJ  October 29 to November 6, 2 - 18 
Liberia EL2EL/4  November 5 to November 9, 2018  
Guyana 8R1A November 2018 for 2 weeks  
Tonga A35EU November 13 to November 27, 2018  
Madagascar 5R8UP November 3 to November 13, 2018  
St. Martin FS November 28 to December 8, 2018  
Central Kirabati T31EU February 16 to March 5, 2019  
Galapagos Islands HD8M February 27 to March 6, 2019  
Macao XX9D February 11 to February 26, 2019  
Lesotho 7P Early March 2019 for 10 days  
Niue E6ET March 19 to April 2, 2019  
St. Paul Island CY9C August 2019  
Tristan da Cunha and Gough ZD9EI ? September/October 2019  
Pitcairn Island VP6 October 2019 for 2 weeks  
Sable Island CY0 postponed to 2020  
Conway Reef 3D2/C  and Central Kirabati T31 are destinations for 3X9DX some time in 2018.  
These are postponed at the request of the Kirabati Government.  The team wants to do 
both with one trip.  
 
Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information.  As the time for the operation is at hand, watch the 
DX Summit (www.newdxsummit.fi) for listings.   
 
There are a number of state QSO parties each year. Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web 
page.  State QSO parties are a good place to collect states for your Worked All States award.  
 
ARRL Log Book of the World now supports the Worked All States Award and the WPX Award.  WAZ will 
soon be supported by LoTW. 
 
Good luck, tune the dial, and listen. 

http://www.newdxsummit.fi/
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EC Report for October 2018 

 

Hello, 

The schedule for the month of October 2018: 4 Monday Night Nets, 1 EmComm Meeting, and 1 Em-
Comm & Coffee and 2 Public Service events. 
 

North Fork Grizzly Ride 

I would like to thank all that took part with the communications for the North Fork Grizzly Ride held Oct. 06. 
This ride stated at a school in North Fork and covered 100 miles. There were no major problems for the riders 
and all communications went well. 

Please remember that these events are important training events for us. They give us the practice that we need 
working in a net scenario and about the closest we can get to emergency traffic handling without declared dis-
aster. 
 
 

                    
 
 

Bass Lake Double Ride 

The Bass Lake Double is a long event for our communicators, the ride started around 04:30 and the net closed 
a little after midnight. Some of our people had long shifts and others, like net, control had relief operators. 
Some net controls worked 8 to 10 hour shifts.    
There were no major problems or injuries on the ride. Although one rider slid on some gravel and went for a 
swim in Bass Lake. His only injury was his pride. He finished the ride in good time. 

One new thing was the use of electronic checking of riders. They had two or three sensors set up to monitor 
the riderôs locations. The staff at two rest stops took the number manually to have some way to check the relia-
bility of the new system.     
 

EmComm and Training Meetings 

We will have a guest speaker at out next EmComm Meeting. Grady Williams (K6IXA) will be talking about 
Winlink on VHF/UHF. He will also be talking about Diawolf software; this uses your computer to take the 
place of a TNC for packet. 

I would like to remind you all that the EmComm Meetings are important to all members. Not only are 
the meeting used to disperse information pertinent to our organization but they are a venue for training. 
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FC EmComm FB Page 
         We have a Fresno County EmComm presence on Facebook.  There you can find posts related to local 
events and emergencies.  To access it, search for @fcemcomm.org in Facebook, or you can click on the Face-
book icon at the bottom of the web site at https://fcemcomm.org.  It is just a page so there is no membership to 
join.  To keep up to date you just need to like and follow it. 

A Little Hummer: 
 

                                             

 
 
 

ARES Connect San Joaquin Valley! 

Please view and sign up for available opportunities below. When you volunteer with ARRL, you help 
educate the public about the Amateur Radio Service, welcome newcomers, encourage self-training and skill 
advancement and bolster a nationwide emergency communications network. 

The new ARES Connect volunteer management system provides many valuable features that will tru-
ly enhance the experience of emergency communication volunteers. Those features include: a robust event 
management feature that allows you to create events, register users, log hours; a more automated reporting 
system based on user input, so that, instead of filing reports, you will be able to generate reports based on the 
events users register and log hours for; enhanced roster management capabilities; and embedded communica-
tions tools that will allow you to send email and text messages to volunteers. 

Information for registering as an ARES Member will be coming in the near future. This is an exciting 
new tool for all of us. Please consider registering for in the near future it will be the only way to report our 
training and public service hours to the national. You can go to our website and find the link and sign up. 
When you do please remember to use your call sigh as USER NAME. 

 

Announcement, Upcoming Emcomm Service Even Two Cities Marathon will be November 04, 
2018, Sunday. Dan Pruitt is doing the communications for this event. WE are helping the medical staff ob-
serving the course for medical problems with the runners. If you are interested in helping, please contact Dan 
Pruitt (AE6SX) at ae6sx@arrl.org or call 559-776-2974.   Remember that we use these public service events 
as training venues. We recommend that you participate in at least three events a year. Soon this will be 
mandatory for you to keep your ability to be deployed during a disaster. Remember that we want to have 
qualifications and operational levels for our operators. This will help when we are asked to perform mutual 
aid for other County ARES/RACES Groups. When they ask for help, they want our people qualified. 

about:blank
about:blank
http://www.k6arp.org/category/announcement/
http://www.k6arp.org/category/upcoming-emcomm/
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.org
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EmComm Website 

We are now posting events and meetings on the calendar as well as posting articles on the home page. There is 
a lot of new information and links added to the site as well thanks to our Webmaster Brian (K6OGR) 

Check us out at fcemcomm.org.              
 

Net Control Staff Needed 

We are looking for volunteers to take a turn as net control on Monday nights. This is not a difficult task. We 
will provide the preamble and net roster. This is a great way to enhance your skills running a net for emergen-
cy situations. If you are interested, please contact Gary (KI6OYW) at 559-269-1340 or email 
g_greenberg@att.net 

 

Our Calendar 

Donôt forget the Monday Night EmComm Net at 19:30 hr. on the 147.15 MHz Pl 141.3. We have 
some good information and camaraderie. On the third Friday of the month there is the EmComm & Coffee at 
YFC on Cedar south of Ashlan in Granite Park at 07:00hr. And last but not least the EmComm Meetings are 

held on the Fourth Thursday of month. Our next meeting will be December 13 , 2018 at 1900 hr. at 

the Hinds Hospice Building, 2490 W. Shaw Fresno. 

There is no meeting in November!!!!!! 
Best of 73ôs 

GLEN CAINE (N6HEW) 

Fresno County ARES EC/ RACES Officer 

559-999-7590 

N6HEW2@gmail.com 

Dan, AE6SX, 
our SJV sec-
tion manager,  
is always 
ready to pro-
mote the 
ARRL. 

mailto:g_greenberg@att.net
mailto:N6HEW2@gmail.com
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Your add or card here!   
Talk to Ron, N6MTS, about the yearly fee! 
 

Building a super rover station. Boy are there good ideas here!   Pete, W6LAW 
 
 
https://directivesystems.com/contact-us/tech-notes/build-the-super-rover/?
fbclid=IwAR1ftXNt3Atj5J6rrlN9et2D1rkY5m72KmXGOY1dyEf9QOsy_HJ9cekhieg 
 
Pete is thinking of building a new antenna.  Here is what he is dreaming of: 
 
http://www.wbcq.com/?fbclid=IwAR0I-
3BV4AYj1H7w2lsgKaqQptiEITQrUiOnoeBgIEIivdN2ZrOD4eCPmDk 
 
�,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
 
�K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���Z�E�F�T���F�R�P���"�S� �������� 
 
�:�K�D�W���D���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H���D�Q�W�H�Q�Q�D���V�\�V�W�H�P�������������� 
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